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Double Takes 


O YOU EVER CONFUSE THE NAMES 

of two individuals or ideas that 

not only sound the same, but also 
share a similar background or importance? 
I do, and it’s a common tendency with 
the terms and nomenclature that describe 
old houses. 

I'm not talking about a technical slip 
of the tongue, such as referring to a psy- 
chologist when you mean a psychiatrist. 
Medicine and science abound with words 
that stem from the same semantic roots, 
and they are easily scrambled by a lay per- 
son. What I trip over are relatively unso- 
phisticated nouns that echo each other by 
sheer coincidence. 

Many years ago the newspaper colum- 
nist George Frasier put his finger squarely 
on this vexing habit in his own way. If I re- 
member correctly, when it came to Im- 
pressionist art, George said he had trouble 
keeping van Gogh and Gauguin separate in 
his mind. Pm not surprised. Though Gau- 
guin painted idyllic images of Tahiti while 
van Gogh (the one with the ear thing) stuck 
to scenes of southern France, they both 
came out ofthe same avant garde art move- 
ment and, in fact, knew each other. The 
same might be said for painters Pissaro and 
Picasso shortly thereafter, novelists Upton 
Sinclair and Sinclair Lewis in the 1930s, TV 
actresses Connie Stevens and Connie Fran- 
cis in the 1960s. Pick your discipline. 

When it comes to old houses, it's easy 
to transpose these not-so-identical twins: 

A.J. Downing and A.J. Davis—This 
is the classic editorial mix-up in historic 


architecture between two seminal design 
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giants of the mid-19th century. Andrew 
Jackson Downing was the horticulturist- 
turned-tastemaker who revolutionized 
American ideas about houses by writing a 
phenomenally popular series of books. 
Alexander Jackson Davis was the architect 
who designed Lyndhurst, perhaps the ul- 
timate Gothic Revival mansion, as well as 
many other landmark buildings of the 
1850s. With me so far? Then you'll have 
no trouble remembering that A. J. Davis 
drew on many of the same inspirations as 
A. J. Downing, and collaborated with him 
on some projects. 

Muntin and mullion—This mind- 
bender is from the world of windows. In 
a standard sash window, those small wood 
members that hold the glass and divide up 
the window into lights are the muntins. 
Now, suppose you have a room with a nice 
view, so you place three double-hung sash 
windows side-by-side to make, in effect, 
one big window. In between those win- 
dows you'll need to add supporting posts, 
probably covered by mouldings. Those are 
the mullions. 

Lath and lathe—Another issue of ma- 
terial differences. In a traditional plaster wall, 
those flat wood sticks (later metal mesh) 
that anchor the plaster are the lath. If you 
were tuning round doorknobs or staircase 
spindles in a woodshop, however, you would 
use a large motorized tool called a lathe. 

Now, if I could only remember that 
the snath is the fitting that holds the blade 
on a scythe. 
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LETTERS 


THAT OLD CALCIMINE 
READING THE ARTICLE ON CALCIMINE 
(March/April OHJ) reminded me why I 
love Old-House Journal so much. In our 
first house rehab, a while ago, I remember 
painting a closet, taking a break, and then 
coming back and finding the paint falling 
to the floor (and on my head). 

I had no idea what was going on and, 
in tears, wound up scraping the mess off 
until I found a chalky white layer, which I 
scrubbed off for good measure. I was 
mystified and even Bob, the normally reliable 
old sage at the local hardware store, had 
no idea what it was. Research led me to 
discover that it was calcimine. 

When I reported this to Bob, even 
he was amazed that there was still some 
left. Thanks for printing this article for 
those brave souls who are tackling their 


first room with that odious calcimine. 


Thanks also for the tip on using 
boiling water and baking soda to remove 
paint from brass fixtures. Our latest proj- 
ect is a 1910 bungalow where all the love- 
ly brass fixtures still remaining have been 
slathered with paint. Even after rehabbing 
houses for a while, it’s nice to learn some- 
thing new. 

—NIKKI VON 
Olympia, Wash. 
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BONUS 
P CENTERFOLD 


REALLY STEAMED 

YOUR ARTICLE ON CALCIMINE CEILING, the 
first one I’ve seen, was helpful, but I think 
I've found a better way to remove calcimine 
paint. Our 200-year-old post-and-beam 
house had all calcimine ceilings downstairs. 
When I noticed that the ceiling paint fell 
off in pieces mainly during hot, humid 
weather, and I reflected on the fact that 
calcimine is water based, I decided to remove 
the ceiling by duplicating humid summer 
weather with a wallpaper steamer. 

It is a messy job, but relatively quick 
compared to other methods I’ve tried. On 
more stubborn areas (such as new latex 
paint applied to areas where the calcimine 
had previously fallen off), we used a vinegar- 
water solution and a scrub brush. The ceiling 
was then washed with TSP, skim-coated 
with plaster, and painted with Olde Yankee 
Towne Calci-Coat. 

I have also dry-scraped calcimine 
ceilings (steak knives work well!), which is 
somewhat less messy than water but slower. 
The advantage, if one is not in a hurry, is 
that it can be done a little at a time, just 
by moving the furniture directly under 
where you are working and sweeping up 
the residue with a sweeper. 

—JoyYCE HIGGINS 
Charlestown, N.H. 
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SOME LIKE IT HOT 
YOUR ARTICLE ABOUT CALCIMINE left an 
important area unexplained. Because the 
binder in calcimine is animal hide glue, 
it—like its distant cousin, gelatine—reacts 
to hot water very differently than cold. 
Trying to loosen hide glue with cold water 
is extremely slow and tedious, but with hot 
water it loosens remarkably fast. 

Also, in the article "Skilled Fixes for 
a Log House,’ there seems to be some illogic 
in the paragraph about chinking. If a log 
becomes smaller as it “shrinks,” how can 
it possibly compress the chinking? Wouldn't 
itin actuality pull away from the chinking, 
cracking plaster that has been applied too 

soon or leaving gaps if not replastered? 
—MaGGiE PODWELL 
Chicago, Ill. 


Co-author Douglass Reed explains: Maggie 
Podwell's letter raises a good question about 
the nature of shrinking logs and the way 
they make the chinking tighter. Don't forget 
that the logs are stacked one on the other at 
the corners of the house. As the logs shrink, 
they fall one on the other at the corners, 
thereby trapping the chinking between the 
logs. (If the chinking should be stacked so 
tightly that no compression can take place 
as the logs dry, cracks would develop not at 
the chinking, but between the notched corner 
surfaces.) Therefore, the article information 


is correct. 


As for calcimine, we should note it still has 
a place on ceilings since it doesn't build up 
and iš easily renewed. The only source we 
know of is the Johnson Paint Co. in Boston, 
who sell 25-pound bags of powder for $29.95. 
For Shipping information call (617) 536- 
4838. —Ed.s 


RAISING 'EM RIGHT 
I CAN T TELL YOU HOW MUCH | enjoy your 
magazine. I always read it from cover to 


cover. One of my favorite features is the 
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Remuddling page, so imagine my enthusiasm 
when I saw the “Remuddling Medley” article 
in the January/February issue. I was reading 
it on the way to Virginia from Ohio when 
my 14-year-old son, who was sitting beside 
me, heard my comments on the outrageous 
things people do to their perfectly good 
old houses. He became interested and 
wanted to look at the before/after pictures 
too. Of course he asked questions such as 
what is correct and what isn’t and why. He 
wanted me to cover the before pictures on 
the next page so he could guess what was 
wrong with the after photo. This was truly 
a history lesson for him. We have always 
lived in an older home and have no desire 
to live in a 21st-century home. Thank you 
for your great magazine and keep up the 
good work! 
—JUANITA RICHARDS 
Toledo, Ohio 


PASSING THE CAT TEST 
AS A FELLOW 
“OLD-DOG/OLD- 
HOUSE" owner 
I adored Tony 
Seidemans article 
(March/April 
OHJ). We also 
have one ancient 
kitty (19!) who 
rules every other pet and person on the 
property. We've come to judge contractors 
by how well they get along with her (she 
knows no strangers). The better they 


communicate with our Holly, the better 
job they seem to do on the project at hand. 
The wonderful people who hand dug a full 
basement under our 1893 Eastlake Stick 
Victorian (without moving the house or 
ruining the original foundation) treated 
her like a queen and talked to her more 
than to us. Maybe I should check to see 
whose name is really on our deed. 
—Kim M. Hohlmayer 
Mechanicsburg, Ohio 


MAD FOR MIZNER 

I OWN A MIZNER-DESIGNED HOME, the 

Frank Alderman House, which in downtown 

Fort Myers, is on the National Register. 

Your article (“Addison Mizner: Mad for 

Beauty,” March/April) has served only to 

increase my appreciation of his work. 

In 1995, as a single woman of 50, I 
took on the project of restoring this 
magnificent home, not for monetary gain, 
but for sheer pleasure. I have bequeathed 
the home to Lee County, Florida, because 
I believe it belongs to history, not to anyone 
or any specific family. The inside was in 
pretty rough shape when I moved in; it 
didn’t even have hot running water. Everyone 
thought I was crazy to take on such a large 
project alone. But I’m restoring one room 
at a time and have never felt I made a 
mistake. 

I was going to resurface the veranda. 
However, the tile is accented with 
“Mizner blue” and after reading 
your article I completely changed 
my mind. Even though I had just 
repainted that area, I now plan to 
return it to its original color scheme 
to accommodate the blue, instead 
of the “Florida Coral” I was going 
with. And I will be restoring, rather 
than resurfacing the tile. 

Once again, thank you for your article. 

—ROSEALIE A. LESSER 
Fort Myers, Fla. 
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City Historian Steve Baker 
(above, right) helped Larry 
and Barbara piece their 
house back together. The 
heavy front door is one of 
the touches that makes 


their wide front porch so 
welcoming (top). 


The setting for our tale is Monrovia in Southern Cal- 
ifornia. About seven miles east of Pasadena, it’s a city 
of 39,000 souls living on sun-soaked streets lined with 
Queen Anne, Craftsman, and Spanish Colonial homes. 
On one of those streets you'll find a Prairie-inspired 
bungalow: long, low, and handsome, the pride of its 
neighborhood. Hard to believe it was the scourge of 
the street when Barbara Simundza and Larry Stone 
first saw it. 


Barbara and Larry had never been to Monrovia 


12 OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL - MAYIJUNE 2001 


Love Among the Ruins By Jenny Cunningham 


PHOTOS BY JON CRISPIN 


IRST-TIME LOVE RARELY ARRIVES IN MIDDLE AGE. When 
it does, it's probably not the giddy love-at-first-sight kind, 
but the slow, steady deepening of friendship. That's the 


Æ kind of old-house love story we're telling here. 


before. They had no particular affection for old houses, 
and they weren't looking for a project. Instead, these 
two modern artists who paint large, bold canvases 
needed space for two studios, plus they wanted to be 
closer to shopping and nightlife. They're also both 
high school teachers—that is to say, not millionaires. 
So there they were eight years ago, clutching a classi- 
fied ad promising “the ultimate fixer.” As Barbara and 
Larry found out, it certainly was. 


It seems a previous owner fell on hard times 
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of Arts & Crafts pottery. 


and took the house down with him. That first day 


when Barbara and Larry pushed open the brawny 
front door, the signs of decline were everywhere: 
sledgehammer holes in the plaster, exposed wires, and 
the unmistakable look and smell of a kennel. “The 
former owner told me he left 13 chows in the house 
so no one would vandalize it,” Barbara says. 

For two years, potential buyers had all walked 
away holding their noses. This couple also had a strong 
reaction, but not the same one everybody else had. 
The house met all their requirements: it was big, and 
it was cheap. “We knew immediately that we should 


own this house,” Larry remembers. 


Today people gasp at the beauty of the 
interior; they once gasped in horror at 
the deterioration and stench. 
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vation group 
meeting. 


Then Larry and Barbara began to wake up. The 
place was in shambles and they didn’t know the first 
thing about restoring an old house. In fact, they did- 
n't even know what they had. They were starting to 
wonder if they'd made a terrible mistake when the 
city's historian called to ask what their plans were for 
the Monrovia landmark. Barbara recalled that they 
burst out laughing. “We said, ‘Landmark? Are you kid- 
ding? It's a dump!" 

Right about now you're probably wondering, 
"What makes this a love story?" So we'll digress a mo- 
ment to introduce the matchmaker: the remarkable 
Monrovia Old-House Preservation Group (MOHPG). 
In a region of America famous for paving its past in 
a rush to tomorrow, Monrovia is a city where you can 
still get a sense of what greater Los Angeles looked 
like at the turn of the last century. That's when many 
people—including the Cornes family, who built Bar- 
bara and Larry's house in 1907— were lured to South- 
ern California by the ad campaign; Sunshine for health, 
oranges for wealth." 
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Steve found the built-in buffet propped up in a back 
room. Reinstalled, it now houses a colorful collection 


Larry "wondered 
if we were being 
asked to join a 
cult" when Steve 
(center) took him 
and Barbara to 
their first preser- 
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Disney craftspeople 
matched the Louis Sulli- 
vanesque design of the 
attic vent covers. 


Today, Monrovia’s his- 
toric core is nearly intact, 
thanks to MOHPG. The group 
formed in the early 1970s, the 
nascent days of old-house res- 
cue, when the only publica- 
tion dedicated to helping people restore vintage homes 
was a little newsletter called Old-House Journal. 

MOHPG is now the largest organization in Mon- 
rovia, and its annual Mother’s Day Tour the only rea- 
son many Los Angelenos have even heard of the city. 
Every spring, thousands of people snap up tickets to 
look inside some grand Queen Anne or big green bun- 
galow with a wide welcoming porch. Yep, that’s Larry 
and Barbara’s porch today, but the spot could have 
easily become a parking lot. 


11th-Hour Rescue 
Eight years ago the preservation group was steeling 
itself for a rare event: failure. MOHPG’s efforts to find 
a buyer for the Cornes house hadn't panned out. The 
dumpster was out front and crews were prepping the 
house for demolition when the word went out: Some- 
body bought it! 

That explains why the ink was barely dry on 
the deal when city historian Steve Baker whisked a 
startled Barbara and Larry to a 
MOHPG meeting. When Steve 
introduced the new owners of 
the Cornes house, the room filled 
with applause. “I wondered if we 
were being asked to join a cult,” 
Larry says. “Turns out we were, 
but it’s a good one.” 

The preservation group did 
more than applaud. Steve was at 
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Barbara and Larry both paint in a 
bold, modern style, but now Larry 
paints smaller pieces more in 

keeping with his old house. 


the door a few days later to 
show Barbara and Larry the 
features that made their 
"dump" a diamond in the 
rough. The trouble was, so 
many facets were missing. 
The house’s luster was tarnished by that pack of chows, 
and its architectural details picked clean by demoli- 
tion crews and neighbors trolling for souvenirs. 

Barbara and Larry credit Steve with piecing the 
house back together, literally. He discovered the five- 
panel kitchen door in the dumpster, the glorious built- 
in buffet propped up in a back room, the buffet’s 
beveled mirror hanging on a closet door. Whenever 
Steve would yell, “Get the tape measure!,” the home- 
owners knew he’d found another piece of the puzzle. 

Somewhere along the way, the magic happened. 
Maybe it was the glow of the unpainted woodwork 
by the light of the red brick fireplace, the muscular 
beams or a combination of factors. Whatever inspired 
it, these modern artists fell in love with their old house. 
“He got us into it,” Barbara says of Steve, “and he 
made us do it right.” 

Larry and Barbara spent the next few years in- 
stalling Steve’s finds and, with the help of other 
MOHPG members, searching out period-appropri- 
ate sinks, tubs, and light fixtures. One replacement 
project stumped everyone. Under the wide eaves of 
the house, one-of-a-kind attic vent covers break up 
the soffit, but there was only one cover left and no 
modern craftsperson felt they could duplicate the fan- 
ciful design. It looked like something from Disney- 
land! And that’s how Barbara solved the problem. 

She remembered that Disney Studios in Bur- 
bank will occasionally accept unique outside projects, 
and the company agreed to take on the vent-cover 
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OLD HOUSE LIVING 


Preservation group 
members found 
Barbara and Larry 
a 1920s garage, 
then helped them 
move it to the site 
via flatbed truck. 


“Photo: Barbara Simundza 


challenge. First workers figured out the recipe for the 


vintage plaster (it called for horsehair), then artisans 
duplicated the Celtic-knot design so perfectly that you 
can’t tell the “Disney” covers from the original. 

MOHPG member Jimi Hendrix (named long 
before the psychedelic guitarist got famous) helped 
install the vent covers. Then he spearheaded the biggest 
project ever attempted by the preservation group. Bar- 
bara and Larry wanted a garage, but not a modern 
one. When Hendrix found a stylish 1920s garage slated 
for demolition, he enlisted MOHPG members to load 
it onto a flatbed and move it behind Barbara and 
Larry’s house. 

Today people still gasp when they come into 
this bungalow, no longer out of horror but because 
the interior is so unutterably lovely. It invites com- 
parison to the famous Greene & Greene bungalows 
in nearby Pasadena. The architect of the Cornes's 
house is unknown, but the look is Greene & Greene, 
with Japanesque built-ins gleaming in the amber glow 
of mica lamps. The transformation from dump to di- 
amond is complete. 

Barbara and Larry are transformed, too. Larry 
now paints smaller pieces more at home in his home. 
He's even served as MOHPG S president. And Barbara, 
who eight years ago didn't know a Craftsman home 
from a Craftsman saw, is a powerful advocate for old- 
house preservation. “This house has changed our lives,” 
Barbara says. “It’s like marrying into royalty.” fh 


JENNY CUNNINGHAM writes about vintage homes and 
wine from her own old house in Seattle. 
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IT’S A JUNGLE... 


THANKS IN LARGE PART TO MONROVIA S caring preservation commu- 
nity, this small town is a virtual library of old-house stories. 

While Barbara and Larry’s house tells a tale of gradual decline, 
the fortunes of another took a dramatic turn in about two seconds— 
at 7:43 a.m. on June 26, 1991—when the Sierra Madre earthquake 
knocked the Upton Sinclair House off its foundation. Sinclair, the muck- 
raking novelist who took on the meat industry in The Jungle, clearly 
loved a good fight, so it’s a pity he missed the tussle that nearly turned 
his house of 25 years into cosmic sausage. 

After the quake, the owners hired engineers to declare the rein- 
forced concrete home a structural failure. They wanted to demolish it 
and build a new house with the insurance money. Preservationists, in- 
cluding the Monrovia Old-House Preservation Group, fought back 
with their own more upbeat engineering report, the home’s listing on 
the National Register of Historic Places, and a California provision that 
protects historic buildings damaged by earthquakes. 

By the time the preservationists had prevailed five years later, the 
Sinclair House was an abandoned, cracked, graffitied mess. Yet buyer 
and contractor Vicky Novell turned it into the embodiment of Cali- 
fornia dreamin'—a pastel confection of arches and Romeo-and-Juliet 
balconies in the shadow of the San Gabriel Mountains. The buyers— 
Cal-Tech neuroscience professors Erin Schuman and husband Gilles 
Laurent—concede that their decision was a no-brainer. Gilles is French 
and his parents own a house in Cordes that dates from the 13th cen- 
tury, so this home is modern in comparison. 

Hotel magnate Louis Vollmer had the Spanish Colonial Revival 
built in 1923, and politically controversial Sinclair bought it as a quiet 
hideout in 1942. His second wife had hung heavy velvet curtains in all 
the windows and his third almost turned down his proposal because 
the house was so gloomy. 

Today it’s hard to imagine a lighter, brighter house. Sunlight 
streams through numerous French doors, setting off a spectacular 
arched doorway, with mouldings and pocket doors carved from black 
walnut. The walls are pale yellow stucco, while the floors give you a 
new respect for the beauty of concrete. Even the bathroom is photo- 
genic, with its original flower-motif tile. 

Erin and Gilles, who live here with daughters Emma and Char- 
lotte, didn’t have to lift a finger inside. They did, however, bring back 
to life the garden Sinclair describes in his autobiography, “a half acre 
of land completely surrounded by Eugenia trees ... poppy beds that 
are a dream—and when I get tired of hammering on the typewriter I 
go out and pull weeds from the poppies.” 

Sinclair could have been talking about his house’s fate in saying 
of his last marriage: “So this story has a happy ending.” 


—Jenny Cunningham 
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“Benjamin Moore 
calls it MoorGlo 
Brilliant White. 
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protection » 


MoorGlo' Brilliant White. 
Not only is it the perfect color 
for our home, but I know from experience it will 
last Or years. What's equally great is the knowledge and 
expertise of my local Benjamin Moore dea er. 
He recommended the type of paint I needed and gave me tips on how 


to prepare the surface properly. 
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Gut Reaction 


Absalom Boston. “After I saw what happened to 


Photos courtesy of Nantucket Preservation Trust 


Today a house museum, Nantucket's "Oldest House” is 
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ONG-TIME NANTUCKET RESIDENT CLARISSA PORTER first realized her home’s 


18th-century interiors might one day be prone to serious remuddling when 
a summer renter wanted to know when she was going to add a sauna and 
Jacuzzi upstairs. Later Porter witnessed the merciless gut rehab of an 18th- 
century house once owned by Nantucket’s only known black whaling-ship captain, 


the Absalom Boston house, I re- 


solved that my home would not meet the same fate.” 

To halt these irreversible practices, the four-year-old Nantucket Preservation 
Trust (NPT) is doing what has been done in only a few other historic districts: pro- 
tecting the interiors of privately owned historic homes. 

Porter’s concerns are not unfounded. The National Trust for Historic Preser- 
vation recently listed Nantucket as one of the most endangered historic places in 
the United States. Although Nantucket is the country’s largest national historic land- 


mark (2,400 homes participate in 
its historic district), its weathered 
character erodes noticeably with 
each influx of new money and new 
construction. The recent wave of 
gut rehabs and tear-downs of an- 
tique structures threatens Nan- 
tucket’s architectural landscape. 
It is the interiors of historic homes 
that are most in danger of being 
washed away by these “rehabili- 
tation” projects. Hand-hewn wood 
floors, bull’s-eye transom lights, 
well-worn stair treads, and sim- 
ple Quaker mouldings—irre- 
placeable reminder’s of Nan- 
tucket’s past—are being lost to 
modern fittings. 

Using historic preservation 
easements—voluntary legal agree- 
ments between Nantucket home- 
owners and NPT—part or all of 


characteristic of the late 17th-century houses on the island. a home's interior, exterior, and 
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Cornering 
the Market 


Steve Conant still remembers his 
first encounter with dust corners, 
a crude version in the historic 
Follett House in Burlington, Ver- 
mont. “A carpenter had filled in 
the corners of the stairs with 
pyramid-shaped pieces of wood,” 
says Steve, the owner of Conant 
Custom Brass. Then about 15 
years ago he saw metal corners 
in an antiques magazine. After 
calling all over the country to lo- 
cate a source, he concluded that 
there might be a market for these 
gizmos, and created tooling to 
manufacture a similar pattern in 
solid brass. “Since then I've found 
six different types. Some press 
in and are held with barbs, and 
some are smaller or larger than 
ours." Conant's attach with a sin- 
gle center nail. Corners are $3 
each; the minimum order is 10. 
Contact Conant Custom Brass, 
270 Pine St, Burlington, VT 05401, 
(800) 832-4482, www.conant- 
custombrass.com 
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garden spaces can be pre- 
served. A flexible agreement 
between a property owner 
and a qualified preservation 
organization, the easement 
provision can be tailored to 
fit each property’s interior 
characteristics. Once recorded, the easement 
becomes part of the deed; it binds not only 
the current property owners to the ease- 
ment, but also future owners. The incentive 
for homeowners is the possible tax benefits: 
charitable gift deduction, property tax re- 
duction, or estate tax reduction. Districts al- 
ready using historic preservation easements 
to preserve interiors include Ipswich, Mass- 


achusetts, and Charleston, South Carolina. 
After Porter read about NPT’s his- 
toric interiors program in Nantucket’s In- 


quirer and Mirror newspaper, she contacted 
Patricia Butler, NPT executive director, 
and they began to document the house, 
inside and out. Porter’s easement includes 
all 18th-century gunstock corner posts (ver- 
tical structural supports), wood floors, beam 


Nantucket is losing 17th-century fishing 
shanties, 18th-century lean-tos, 19th-century 
Greek Revivals and early 20th-century 
cottages that echo its 350-year 

architectural history. 


ceilings, and transoms; the 19th-century 
fireplaces in the southeast and west living 
rooms; and the early 20th-century parlor 
closets. “The house has been in my father’s 
family since 1913 when my father’s cousin, 
Mary Wilson Strong, and her husband, 
Austin, knocked on the door and asked the 
owner if he would entertain an offer,” says 
Porter. In 1985 Porter inherited the Austin 
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Qut To Lunch 


OST OLD-HOUSE RESTORERS KNOW Ma- 

sonite for the Peg-Board that gives us a 

handy place to hang our tools. But did 
you know that the material itself is historic? If you 
own a house built between 1928 and the early '40s, 
chances are the original walls of the attic or basement 
were clad in Masonite. Made by exploding wood 
chips with steam and pressing them into a sheet, it 
was also popular inside summer cottages and even 
living areas of year-round homes before gypsum board 
became widely available after World War II. 

Masonite recently celebrated its 75th anniver- 
sary with a special historic exhibit in its birthplace of 
Laurel, Mississippi. Despite the gubernatorial congrat- 
ulations and impressive keepsake medallions, there was 
no escaping a key fact: The discovery of this eminently 
handy material was essentially an accident. 

Engineer William H. Mason had come to Lau- 
rel in 1924 to conduct research on an experimental 
fiberboard press. One day he put a wood fiber mat in 
the press and left for lunch. When he returned, he 


In a single year, Masonite has produced enough hardboard to build a 4'-wide sidewalk 
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found that a valve had malfunctioned so that the mat 
had been under extreme heat and pressure. The re- 
sult was an especially hard, dense, thin board that 
became a standard material for interior finishing. In- 
corporated as the Mason Fibre Company in 1925, 
the headquarters moved to Chicago and in 1928 
changed its name to the Masonite Corporation. 

When Masonite developed its more water-re- 
sistant Tempered Presdwood, they promoted it for 
exterior use, constructing an entire Masonite House 
for the 1933 Century of Progress Exposition in Chicago. 

Into the '50s, it appeared in kitchen cabi- 
nets and flooring, and in the '70s, Masonite's Roy- 
altile was an inexpensive alternative to ceramic 
tile for walls. Today they sell prefinished panelling 
and doors under the CraftMaster label. And Mason, 
who struggled to find investors for his accidental 
invention, saw the company named for him pro- 
duce enough hardboard in one year to make a 4" 
wide sidewalk around the earth, five and a half 
times (that's 136,730 miles). 


Strong house from her mother, and she has 
maintained the ca. 1731 house since then. 
“I have such a long history with this mag- 
ical place that I want to preserve what came 
before and do what is best for the home’s 
future,” says Porter. 

The trust is currently working with 
the owners of a dozen other historic struc- 
tures to identify, document, and preserve 
historic interior and exterior features. “In- 
terior spaces including floor plans, wall 
paneling, doors, stairwells, early hardware, 
fireplaces, and windows are documented 
and preserved through preservation ease- 
ments,” says Butler. “We hope to show the 
importance of preserving historic houses.” 


Not every antique home 
qualifies for historic 
preservation restrictions. 
The home must be situ- 
ated in a historic district 
or must be designated as 
historically significant 
through the National 
Register listing. For more 
information on the pro- 
gram as well as Preserva- 
tion Week on Nantucket 
May 13-19 contact the 
Nantucket Preservation 
Trust at (508) 228-1387. 


Bene 


Masonite built 
an entire house 
(left) for the 
1933 Century of 
Progress Expo- 
sition. William H. 


e Re ei 
Mason (bottom) 
created the first 
hardboard by 
mng accident. 
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Of Presidents and Kings 


AN YOU RANK the six most popular 
historic house museums in the country? 


A. Monticello, Home of Thomas Jefferson, 
Charlottesville, VA 
Thomas Jefferson, 1768-79, 1793-1809 


B. Martin Luther King Jr., Birth Home 
Atlanta, GA 
Architect unknown, 1893 


C. Biltmore Estate, Asheville, NC 
Richard Morris Hunt, 1895 


D. Mount Vernon, Mount Vernon, VA 
George Washington, 1785-86 


E. Hearst Castle, San Simeon, CA 
Julia Morgan, 1927-1947 


F. Graceland, Memphis, TN 
Architect Unknown, 1939 


The answers are below, and come from The Almanac of 
Architecture & Design 2001, published by Greenway Con- 
sulting. The only comprehensive annual reference source 
for architects, interior designers, historic preservation- 
ists, and urban planners, the almanac includes such tid- 
bits as the fastest growing firms, the top 15 schools of ar- 
chitecture, and the world’s best skylines. For a copy of 
the almanac call (800) 726-8603 or visit the web site at 
www.greenwayconsulting.com. 


ge Gyr ‘e Sat 'O'L ‘a 


Arts & Crafts Education 


F YOUR INTEREST IN THINGS Arts & Crafts in- 

cludes exploring its origins, you may want to be 

in Chicago this June to attend “The American 
Arts and Crafts Movement in International Context.” 
The June 13-17 conference is sponsored by the New 
York University’s School of Continuing and Profes- 
sional Studies. Among the many events complement- 
ing the formal sessions are visits to the Frank Lloyd 
Wright Home and Studio, the Robie House, and the 
Heller House. Speakers include Robert Judson Clark, 
Princeton University professor emeritus and cura- 
tor/editor of “The Arts and Crafts Movement in Amer- 
ica,” and OHJ contributor Bruce Smith, founder of 
The Arts & Crafts Press. The cost is $475 plus a $20 
non-refundable registration fee. For more informa- 
tion call NYU’s Program in Arts (212) 998-7130 or 
email clara.guerrero@nyu.edu. 
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B&B Focus 


LA BELLE EPOQUE, 
NAPA, CALIFORNIA 


divorce in the mid-'90s led Georgia Jump to change 

careers. She had sharpened her house-repair skills dur- 
ing years of running a lumberyard with her former husband in 
New Jersey, and found the B&B of her dreams in the Napa 
Valley of California. The Queen Anne-style house was com- 
missioned in 1893 by a hardware merchant as a wedding gift 
for his daughter, who died in childbirth only four years later. 
For a while the house was headquarters for a bicycle club, but 
by 1981 it had become a B&B. Among its architectural high- 
lights is an extensive collection of stained glass, both original 
and new. Georgia and her friend Bob Maquard recently 
restored the iron widows walk seen in a 1902 photo. If 
there's no room at that inn, Georgia may still be able to 
put you up in the Buckley House, a two-suite 1887 
Victorian across the street that she bought in 1998. 7 
rooms, $160-$295, 1386 Calistoga Avenue, Napa, CA 
94559, (800) 238-8070, www.labelleepoque.com 


B&B owner Georgia Jump 
continues to add to its collec- 
tion of stained glass. 


OH] ON THE SET AT D 
Today's Classic Homes ee 


ith the third season of Today's Classic Homes are already hard at work on the project house and the first 


due to air early this fall, the folks behind this 13- episodes. This season will document the resurrection of the 
part series—co-produced by Old-House Journal- Kelnepa House, a 1924 Mediterranean riverfront estate in 


Jacksonville, Florida. Built by the architect/contractor team of 


Bernard Close and Victor Zambetti, the house is an interest- 
ing spin on the villa style that was all the rage during Florida’s 
1920s building boom (see “Addison Mizner—Mad for Beauty” 
in the March/April). The construction is not just the orna- 


mental concrete block familiar to most OHJ readers, but a 


novel mixture of cement and crushed glass called “Miami 
Marble” that Zambetti invented to give the appearance of 
gems shining in the Florida sun. Future episodes will explore 
the nature of this unusual material, and pick up the trail 
blazed by OHJ to the birthplace of the American garage. 


Look for more details in the next Journal section. 


Lans Stout 
Host of Today's Classic Homes, Mitch McDaniel, checks work at the Kelnepa House. 
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RAM Nothing matches the beauty of 


fine hardwood flooring. And our 
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IF THIS OLD HOUSE 
could talk, 


IT WOULD TELL YOU 
all about the 
UNICO SYSTEM. 


. 


Installing A Unico Cooling & Heating System Won't Compromise Your Homes Architectural Integrity. 
Now you can install a high performance cooling and heating system in your older home without affecting aesthetics. The Unico e 


Systemi flexible mini-ducts fit easily behind walls and ceilings, eliminating the need for voffits. Outlets are small and subtle to match 


any décor, With the Unico System, you ll enjoy the superior performance of quiet, draft-free cooling and heating all year long. The|Unico| System : 


To hear more about the finest cooling and heating system for older homes, call 1-800-527-0896 or visit us on the web at www.unicosystem.com. 
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Brian Vanden Brink 


The Ways of Wainscots s coraon sock 


RICH INTERIOR WOODWORK IN VARIED FORMS 
often distinguishes old houses from their 
later cousins, and wood wainscots are easily 
among the most creative of these finishes. 
Dictionaries define a wainscot simply as a 
paneling treatment bordering the lower part 
of an interior wall. Though they can be made 
from any number of durable materials— 
from marble or ceramic tiles to heavy fab- 
rics—wood wainscots, both painted and nat- 
ural, are the most familiar types. In fact the 
term wainscot is derived, improbably, from 
wood wagon siding. 

At their lowest, literal level, wainscots 
are extensions of baseboards or mopboards 
that run the perimeter of the room just above 
the floor. Common baseboards (up to 8" in 
width) are usually a single board moulded 
along the upper edge to make a decorative 
transition to a smooth plaster wall. For wider 
baseboards, however, carpenters find it more 
practical and attractive to finish the upper 
edge with a separate piece of moulding, typ- 
ically in a more elaborate pattern. From here 
it isa short step to a deep baseboard or skirt- 
ing composed of two or three horizontal 
boards, flush-matched to make a uniform 
surface 18" to 20" wide. When capped with 
a protruding rail moulding, this skirting be- 
comes, in effect, a low wainscot or dado, a 


type often seen in the common rooms of 


pre-1840 dwellings, such as vernacular Greek 
Revival houses. 

Customarily higher are the wainscots 
found in bathrooms and halls. In these rel- 
atively narrow, well-trafficked spaces, the 
wainscot is intended to protect as well as 
decorate the wall, making 48" or 54" a com- 
mon practical height. By the mid-19th cen- 
tury, the favored construction for these serv- 
ice wainscots was a series of tongue-and- 
grooved boards running vertically (rather 
than horizontally) along the wall, and blind- 
nailed in place like flooring. The most func- 
tional installations, such as bathrooms and 
back halls, used boards 2 4" to 3 4" wide on 
the face and beaded at the edge (and often 
in the face) to disguise joints—the ubiqui- 
tous beadboard or ceiling popular right up 
to World War I. More expensive work might 
call on boards decorated with v-joints, moulded 
shapes (often with different designs on al- 
ternate boards), or any one of the scores of 
other patterns widely available as machine- 
produced millwork. These vertical-board 
wainscots often extended directly to the floor 
without meeting a baseboard, and they were 
capped with a horizontal moulding rabbeted 
to fit over the tops of the boards. 

Higher still is the level of wainscots 
that appear in many turn-of-the-century din- 
ing rooms. By 1905, tastemakers noted that 


Understated in construction and design, yet powerful in presence, the wainscot in the dining 
room of the Emerson-Wilcox House in Old York, Maine, is typical of the low versions common 
by the 18th century. Three wide, horizontal boards are edge-matched to make a smooth, 
painted band about 32" high that is capped with a subtle moulding. 


= DESIGN IN TIME 


No matter which 


wood Wallscots rise 
in prominence with 


ery succeeding era 
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DESIGN IN TIME 


Steam-powered woodworking 
machinery of the 19th century 
poured out a cornucopia of 
wainscot components. Sections 
of raised panels (left) came 
knocked down from factories; 
vertical beaded boards (right) 
could be ordered by the 
bundle. 
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as much as 60" seemed to be the new standard, 
though wainscots could go a foot taller in a high- 
ceilinged room. This was the heyday of the Arts 
& Crafts movement, and even houses that did 
not, strictly speaking, share this aesthetic phi- 
losophy followed the vogue for strongly vertical 
wainscots in dining rooms. The now-legendary 
design called for large, flat panels, 18" to 24" 
wide, separated by flat, vertical strips about 3" 
wide. The panels themselves could be wood or, 
in the best Arts & Crafts tradition, coarse fab- 
ric, such as fine burlap, grasscloth, or heavy linen, 
often dyed in a rich color. As a finishing touch, 
the wainscot was capped with a 4" wide board 
supported by brackets and grooved on top to 
display decorative tableware—the standard-issue 
plate rail of bungalow dining rooms. 

When turned to living rooms, wainscots 
were supposed to be a moderate height of 32" 
to 36". In front halls and stairways, however, the 
wainscot has long played a featured role. In grand 
Georgian houses, for example, front halls were 
central public areas, and the wainscot often de- 
fined the space as the primary wall decoration. 
Construction might be horizontal flush boards 
but, as early as the 18th century, raised paneling 
became the treatment of choice. Here the wain- 
scot is a frame of interlocking stiles and rails 
constructed to hold a series of rectangular pan- 
els that float in this frame—essentially the same 
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Photos: Brian Vanden Brink 


system of joinery used to build doors. The height 
of front hall wainscots varies with each era, but 
they can easily rise to 50" to fit the proportions 
of a large hall or a staircase. 

In fact, the higher they rise, the better wain- 
scots look when they relate to, rather than run 
independent of, other architectural elements. A 
century ago, perhaps the golden age of wainscots, 
carpentry texts regularly advised that wainscot- 
ing should be of the same height as some other 
feature of the room—a mantel or bookcase, for 
example. Windows, which are an ever present in- 
terruption on outside walls, could be integrated 
by simply running the wainscot to their bottom 
level, then making the stool (the interior equiv- 
alent of the sill) continuous with the cap mould- 
ing. In houses where this strategy would not leave 
the wainscot high enough, the alternative was to 
run it to the top of the window. In this case the 
cap moulding would connect with the header 
moulding at the top of window and door mould- 
ings or entablatures—a popular, but by no means 
exclusively Arts & Crafts scheme, especially where 
the wall extended a couple more feet before reach- 
ing the ceiling. This approach not only avoided 
chopping the wall into zig-zags of doors, win- 
dows, and wainscots, it played up the horizontal 
lines of the room—right in step with the open 
room plans and horizontally oriented houses that 
put their mark on a new century. i 
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Adds a certain warmth, don't you think? 


Nothing is more important to a period renovation than the perfect mantel. 
Our extensive line of fine cast stone fireplace mantels features classic old world designs. 


Call or write for our free 28 page color catalog. Circle no. 486 


7/927 


C Moneuor. d 


5400 Miller * Dallas, TX 75206 * 800.600.8336 


www.oldworldstoneworks.com * E-mail: info@oldworldstoneworks.com 


WESTMORELAND PLACE 


OAK KNOLL AVENUE 


Ji) CALIFORNIA 


“Where History and Architecture "- o m -e 
GRAND AVENUE : Call or write for our ne ien catalog. Please visit our web si e to RAYMOND AVENUE 


ates iet 


075 N. Enterprise Street Orange, (A QN aala | Tel: 800-571-6679. Fax: 714-771-9714 


For over 35 years the Carlisle family 
has made traditional New England 
wood floors one at a time. 


Call for your free brochure. 


300-595-9663 


Visit us at: www.wideplankflooring.com 


The Leading Name in Wide Plank Flooring 
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THE ONE 
SOURCE 


for all of your 


RENOVATIO 
& BUILDING 


needs. 


solid brass drawer 
and door hardware 


floor and 
wall coverings 


sinks, tubs, basins 


lav sets, kitchen 
and tub faucets 


solid brass 
lighting 


over 2,000 
building and renovating 
essentials 


free 


catalog 
1-800-659-0203 


(Mailed third class * First class $2) 


Ask for Dept. 2467, or write 


Lav Sets and 

Faucets. Ceramic a) 
washerless 

design | ad 
surrounded E 

by solid brass. 
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Ceiling 
Medallions, Corner 
Medallions and 
Pediments. Add the period 
look of plaster without the 
mess or cost. 


Solid Brass Door > 


and Drawer and 
Cabinet Hardware. The best and widest 
selection anywhere, treated with our 
exclusive RSF 
no tarnish 


SB irae A acit 
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(E ) 


Solid Brass 
Formal and 
Traditional 
Lighting. 
Authentic period 
designs for 
every room in 
your home. 


\ 


Authentic Oriental Style Rugs and 
Runners. Enjoy the look, feel and 
quality of fine Orientals at a 
fraction of the cost! 


Classically styled Cast Iron Tubs. 
Create a relaxing retreat and pamper 
yourself in authentic period style. 


Pedestal Sinks and Basins. Crafted 
of grade "A" vitreous china. We've 
got the look you want! 
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EE OUTSIDE THE OLD HOUSE 


Victorian gardeners tried to outdo each other with 


elaborate patterns of colorful tropicals. 


A Floral Carpet Ride by JoAnn Gardner 


NOTHING COULD BE too fussy and ornate for 
the Victorians, so gaudy flowers massed to 
look like Turkish carpets were the perfect 
outdoor expression of their tastes. 

Bright-colored tropical plants discov- 
ered in the late 18th and early 19th centuries 
excited a public eager for novelty, and they 
bloomed to greatest effect in the flamboy- 
ant patterns of carpet bedding, so-called be- 
cause it mimicked the geometric designs of 
oriental rugs. Diamonds, circles, ovals, and 
triangles were embellished with curlicues, 
scrolls, and crescents, framed by several “rib- 
bons,” or bands of alternating solid colors. 

Landscapers often found a ready-made 
layout in existing parterres—geometric beds 
outlined with low evergreens, most often 
boxwood. The boxwood usually came out to 
make way for the ribbons of vividly colored 
flowers or foliage. Designs often included a 
low mound to afford a better view of the 
planting, which for added visual impact was 
set in an expanse of green lawn. The beauty 
of individual plants was sacrificed to neat 
habit, strong hues, and uninterrupted bloom. 
Champion bedders included purple verbena, 
brilliant yellow Calceolaria, and blue lobelia. 
The queen of carpet plants was the annual 
geranium (Pelargonium), favored not for its 
flowers so much as variegated foliage. 

The lavish displays depended on the 
labor-intensive system called “bedding out.” 
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Gardeners raised frost-tender annuals and 
perennials in hothouses, transferred them 
outdoors for a few weeks, then replaced them 
three or four times a season to maintain a 
perfect display. At summer’s end they dis- 
carded the plants or tilled them under. 
Detractors regarded the practice as 
wasteful and the style as ostentatious. Yet it 
was fueled by growing knowledge about 
breeding better plants and the technology 
for raising them by the thousands in glasshouses. 


Carpet Beds in the U.S. 
LIKE MOST GARDEN TRENDS, carpet bedding 
was imported from Great Britain, where it 
thrilled visitors to London’s Kew Gardens in 
the 1860s. Americans were dazzled by a huge 
sunken garden of carpet plantings at the 1876 
Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia. But 
cool-climate flowers like Calceolaria, so wildly 
popular in England, weren't destined to fare 
wellin the New World. In addition to stalwart 
annuals like geraniums, this display included 
silver-leaved perennials such as dusty miller 
(Artemisia) and golden feverfew, both guaranteed 
to endure hot, dry American summers. 
Contemporary tastes called for large 
or double flowers. Among drought-tolerant 
bedders were natives like Drummond's phlox, 
a big-flowered low-growing western annual 
found on the 1806 Lewis and Clark Expedi- 
tion, and gaillardia (aptly named blanket 


Photos by Ken Druse except where noted 


A strong vertical plant often 
accents carpet bedding, seen 
most often today in public 
displays (opposite). Bedding 
patterns relied heavily on a 
combination of continuous 
bloom and colorful foliage 
such as that of Alternanthera. 
Above are Alternanthera 
ficoidea ‘Rosea’ and A. ‘Aurea 
Nana' with marigolds. 


OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL - MAYIJUNE 2001 


33 


OUTSIDE THE OED HOUSE 


You can use ribbons 
of annuals to give a 
Victorian touch to a 

schrub bed (right). 
Masses of annuals 
were often planted 
inside low hedges or 
parterres of boxwood 
(far right). 


f hint torpe 


eto 


Catriona Tudor Erler 


flower for its orange and yellow markings), 


discovered in Louisiana in 1833. 

The grower's art flourished during 
the Victorian era, driven by the demands 
of the carpet ideal. Gardeners zealously 
nipped buds from plants grown solely for 
foliage and vigilantly removed spent blooms 
from others in order to maintain unin- 
terrupted, flawless color. Plants couldn't 
be allowed to grow beyond their allotted 
space because it would spoil the effect. 

Ordinary suburban gardeners fell short 
of the ideal not for lack of skill but lack of 
time and room. With front yards too small 
for a full-scale show, the result was undis- 
tinguished shapes cut into the lawn. A strong 
vertical accent, preferably a stiff tender peren- 
nial such as canna, agave, or yucca, rose up 


from massed geraniums heavily beribboned 


with lobelia and sweet alyssum (still a pop- 


Popular bedding plants included single ular edging combination). 

marigolds (top left), annual geraniums These and other bright flowers lent 
(above), and ageratum (left). 2 ; n 
a themselves so readily to sweeping effects that 
they became overused. Gardening expert 


Shirley Hibberd warned against such stereo- 


typed combinations. “The bedding system,” 

he wrote in The Amateur’s Flower Garden in 

1871, “has its uses as well as its abuses.” 
Hibberd compared carpet beds to 


34 OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL - MAYIJUNE 2001 www.oldhousejournal.com 


James Walsh Erler 
fireworks in their transient eye appeal, and 
advised extending the season. Spring should 
be a mass of bulbs combined with cool- 
weather bloomers like pansies, he said. 
These would be replaced in summer by 
hot-season annuals and tender perennials, 
followed by chrysanthemums, all displayed 
against a background of evergreen shrubs. 


A Floral Legacy 

ALTHOUGH VICTORIAN CARPETS and ribbons 
gave way to a more natural look in the 
early 20th century, Hibberd's planting 
rotation is still common practice in public 
display gardens. And while some Victorian 
carpet-bedders have virtually vanished— 
who grows the blotch-leaved Alternanthera 
today?*—others, like coleus, are enjoying a 
renaissance. Some tropicals used in those 
schemes are more popular than ever, thanks 
to breeders who have given grateful gardeners 
pansies that don't wilt in the heat and long- 
blooming, more compact petunias. 

A few are virtually unchanged. Signet 
marigolds (Tagetes tenuifolia) were first in- 
troduced in the early 1800s from Mexico, and 
the seed strains still available— Lemon Gem, 
"Tangerine Gem; ‘Little Giant —differ little 
from marigolds popular in carpet plantings. 
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Even critics of carpet bedding found 
either its plants or some elements of its 
style irresistible. Gertrude Jekyll, champion 
of the perennial border, was a devotee of 
the Victorian novelty annual, dusty miller 
(Senecio cineraria), which she used to mark 
long borders and walks. In America, au- 
thor Louise Beebe Wilder couldn't resist 
setting off a mass of bright red Salvia splen- 
dens with a classic Victorian ribbon of white 
and mauve sweet alyssum. 

“Tt requires some fortitude in this day 
to express approval of the bedding-out sys- 
tem,” she observed, “..yet it seems to me 
that there are times and places where we may 
still ‘bed out’ with propriety and even grace.” 


Growing You Own Carpet 
Bedding plants, even modestly massed, are 
still an effective foil for Victorian style 
architecture. 

= Try compact geraniums, available in red, 
orange, pink, salmon, and white, with multi- 
hued (zoned) leaves. 

* Look for carpet designs in old periodicals 
or garden books. Start with a simple one 
and work it out on paper first. Surround it 
with lawn in front of the house. 

* Silver-leaved plants make eye-catching 
edges and combine wonderfully with pur- 
ple foliage or flowers. Good ones include 
Artemisia stelleriana ‘Silver Brocade’ and 
Senecio cinerarea ‘Cirrus’. 

= Blue lobelia and white sweet alyssum are 
still the plants of choice for framing or cre- 
ating ribbon edgings. Plant them around 
a Victorian cast-iron planter that features 
period cannas (now enjoying a revival) or 
‘Bishop of Llandaff’ dahlia (1927) with bur- 
gundy leaves and scarlet flowers. 

= The Victorians included purple-leaved 
beet varieties in their carpets. You might 
try ‘Bright Light’ chard, which has multi- 
colored stems and purplish-green leaves, 
or one of the compact purple basils. 3 


Carpet & Ribbon 
Plants circa 1870s 


Flowers 
Ageratum, floss flower (Ageratum 
houstonianum) 
Blanket flower (Gaillardia pulchella) 
China aster (Callistephus 
chinensus) 
Crested and plumed celosia 
(Celosia cristata, C. plumosa) 
Cupflower (Nierembergia caerula) 
Drummond's phlox 
(Phlox drummondii) 
Edging lobelia (Lobelia erinus) 
Garden balsam (Impatiens 
balsamina) 
Geranium (Pelargonium 
X hortorum) 
Heliotrope (Heliotropium 
arborescens) 
Lantana (Lantana camara) 
Nasturtium (Tropaeolum majus) 
Pansy (Viola X wittrockiana) 
Petunia (Petunia X hybrida) 
Pink (Dianthus chinensis) 
Portulaca (Portulaca grandiflora) 
Sweet alyssum (Lobularia maritima) 
Verbena (Verbena X hybrida) 
Wax begonia (Begonia 
semperflorens) 
Zinnia (Zinnia X hybrida) 


Foliage 
Amaranthus (Amaranthus tricolor) 
Beefsteak plant (Perilla frutescens) 
Beet (Betula vulgaris) 
Coleus (Solenostemon 
scutellariodides) 
Cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerata) 
Dusty miller (Senecio cinerarea) 
Hen & chickens (Echeveria spp.) 
Geranium (Pelargonium 
X hortorum) 
Golden feverfew (Tanacetum 
parthenium 'Aureum") 
Joseph's coat (Alternanthera 
ficoidea) 


Vertical Accent 
Century Plant (Agave spp.) 
Canna (Canna X generalis) 
Dahlia (Dahlia X hybrida 
Yucca (Yucca spp.) 
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For catalog and showroom information, 
please call 888- 227-7696 
ci le no. 82 


4509 1 Littlejohn St. Baldwin Park, CA 91706 Ph 626 960 - 9411 . Fax 626 Ue 


REV UP YOUR RODS 

Here are some potential nominees for best supporting role: 
Curtains Up has added 15 new finial designs to its selection 
of decorative drapery hardware. The cast resin Bravo collec- 
tion includes seven designs in 10 finishes. The four larger 
scale designs, which fit a 2" rod, are ideal for high-ceilinged 
rooms with flamboyant window treatments. Shown here, left 
to right, are the small pinnacle ( 1 '4" in brownstone finish), 
orb a" in ivory), spiral orb 2", burnished silver), and pinnacle 
2", gold). Sets, which include two finials, two brackets, and 
two complementary rosettes, retail for $110 to $165. For the 
nearest dealer, contact Steptoe & Wife, (800) 461-0060, 
www.steptoewife.com. Circle no. 1 on resource card. 


Even on the shadiest of 
porches, the gentle zephyrs of 
summer occasionally fail us. 
You may want to be prepared 
for those unforgiving after- 
noons with an outdoor fan, UL 
listed to stand up to rain or 
the humidity of that seaside 
gazebo. Hunter Fan Co. has 
three new outdoor models, all 
with five blades and a 52" 
span. Model 28130 has cherry 
blades and a raw copper 

ux housing. Other models are 
aluminum with bleached oak 
blades or solid white. Sug- 
gested retail is $390. Contact 
Screw up your courage and Hunter Fan Co. at (800)- 


consider a water feature for your 4HUNTER (4486837), or visit 
garden this summer. All fountains www.hunterfan.com. Circle no. 
add a pleasant splishing that masks 3 on the resource card. 


outside noises; a wall fountain can fit 
on a patio or pillar in the smallest of 
gardens. The cast iron Ironzilla Wall Fountain-available 
in classic gray, antique white, rust, and patina green- 
already looks well aged and will pick up more patina 
with the years. The mouth is predrilled for plumbing. 
Measuring 30" high and 17" wide, he weighs 50 pounds 
and costs $119 plus shipping. Visit www.gardenzilla.com, 
or call (877) 977-8774. Circle no. 2 on the resource card. 
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MAIL CALL 

The postal service 
didn’t require city 
dwellers to have 
home mailboxes until 1916. 
Before then, letter carriers 
would hand deliver right to the door-ringing twice to let the 
addressee know the mail had arrived. The decoration on this 
mailbox evokes such Victorian-era service with a gracious 
woman bidding welcome as the letter carrier tips his hat. The 
wall-mount design is cast aluminum with a polished brass letter 
slot. Available in white, black, or verde, it’s 20.5" tall, 15.5" wide, 
and 5.5" deep, and retails for $199.95. Contact Custom Home 


Accessories, (800) 265-0041, or visit www.custom-mailboxes.com. 


Circle no. 5 on the resource card. 


ISN'T IT IONIC? 

Well, the makers call it Corinthian; 
perhaps it’s more a composite. Both 
styles were common for column capitals 
on neoclassical buildings of the first 
half of the 20th century. You can echo 
those exterior design elements with this 
cast stone shelf in a study, 

or with a towel bar in the bath. Each 
piece-you can get a matching tissue 
holder, soap dish, and robe hook, or a 
towel bar without a shelf-is sealed for 
protection against staining and mildew. 
They come in nine different colors and 
either a smooth or rough finish. Price 
for the combined shelf and towel bar 
ranges from $398 for a 26" model to 
$454 for 38". Contact Homestone, 

(888) 678-9933, www.homestoneinc.com. 
Circle no. 6 on the resource card. 
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BUNNIES & BATCHELDER 

Arts & Crafts tilemaker Ernest Batchelder, who set up shop in 
Pasadena in 1909, created molded relief patterns in muted shades 
of brown and gray green. The Depression and fashion shifts put an 
end to large-scale production of the handmade tiles in the 1930s. 
Today you can buy reproduction tiles reflecting his style and many 
of his favorite motifs-Japanese-influenced trees, birds, deer, and his 
personal symbol, a rabbit. One of the tiles’ most popular applica- 
tions was as a fireplace surround, but these unglazed tiles can also 
be sealed for exteriors, backsplashes, or baths. A 4"X4" decorated 
tile sells for $50.70. Complementary undecorated ground tiles are 
available for $10. For the name of an outlet near you contact Water- 
works at (800) 899-6757. Circle no. 4 on the resource card. 


Grand Glow 

Old California Lantern Company’s 
new Pasadena Series includes 10 
Arts & Crafts-inspired designs, 
each named after an address in 
that Southern California city 
where architects Charles and 
Henry Greene hung out their 
shingle in 1893. This is 50 Grand 
Avenue, which combines the 
classic style of the craftsman 
lantern with stained glass. The 
lantern is available in three 
different “window” patterns and 
either the chain mount seen here 
or your choice of two wall- 
mounted styles. This metal finish 
is "rust; but you can also choose 
from bronze, bronze patina, new 
verde, antique nickel, old brass, 
old penny, and textured black. 
Old penny and antique nickel 
finishes add $32.70 to the price 
of $218. Contact Old California 
Lantern Co., (800) 577-6679, 
www.oldcalifornia.com. Circle no. 
7 on the resource card. 
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CAPTIVATING IN ANY CENTURY 


CENTURY 


www.centuryfurniture.com 
To order catalogs 800 852 5552 


Visit our website for detailed information on Coeur de France and our other captivating collections 
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Ladders at Large 


OOD AS YOUR TYPE 1A STEPLADDER 

may be for interior work, it will 

run you ragged outdoors. Besides 
being built for light jobs, a typical 6' steplad- 
der adds a maximum of about 3' to your 
reach, and you will spend more time mov- 
ing the ladder than working. For painting 
or repairing the exterior of, say, a two-storey 
Victorian house, you'll want a variety of ex- 
terior ladders and accessories. 

Start your collection by buying a sin- 
gle well-built extension ladder rated Type 
1A (300 pounds capacity) or Type 1 (250 
pounds), Not only are these types better built 
than other ladders (see “Next Ladder, Best 
Ladder” Sept./Oct. '99), they're required by 
OSHA regulations if you plan to add acces- 
sories for a quick scaffold. Aluminum is the 
most popular exterior ladder material. Fiber- 
glass is more expensive, but light, strong, and 
nonconductive if you will be around elec- 
tricity. Buy a ladder long enough to extend 
4' beyond the eave line of the house, not so 
much for climbing onto the roof, but to pro- 
vide a hand-hold when climbing down. You 
may believe you'll never have to get up on 
that slate or ceramic tile roof (they last for- 
ever), but what about inspecting gutters and 
flashing, or repointing the chimney years 


from now? 


Accessories 

FROM HERE, START FILLING OUT your equip- 
ment. You don't need to buy everything at 
once; I buy or rent as specific jobs come 
along. Just start with quality products. 
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= One HOUSE ME 


by William T. Cox Jr. 
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When the time 
comes to reglaze a win- 
dow on the second floor, 
buy a stand-off bar to hold 
you in the center. With- 
out it, no matter where 
you put that ladder, the 
work will be just out of 
reach. Please don't try 
using a gutter or the meet- 
ing rails of the window 
sash to support an ex- 
tension ladder. By the time 
you climb to the top, you 
may find yourself back 
inside picking through a 
window catalogue. But remember you won't 
be able to reach into corners if you keep 
the stand-off bar on the ladder. Ladder mit- 
tens are a must too. Using an extension lad- 
der without the mittens will scrape or gouge 
the siding. 

Once you have learned to handle that 
first extension ladder like a fireman, buy a 
second one along with more mittens. Then 
invest in a pair of brackets to hold a walk 
board. The first time I climbed onto this pre- 
carious looking staging I was surprised how 
comfortable I felt. It greatly improves access 
without moving your equipment, and the 
set-up time is minimal. 

Check out both aluminum and wood 
for walk boards. Wood 2x12s must have an 
OSHA stamp to be used as walk boards. Be- 
fore the days of regulations, I would hand- 
pick my boards at the lumberyard and pay 
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Aluminum extension ladders 
(top) remain the popular bal- 
ance between weight, strength, 
and cost for outdoor work. 
Mittens (above) are inexpensive 
accessories that protect siding 
from ladder ends, here on a 
fiberglass model. 


Photos courtesy of Werner Ladders 
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Stand-off bars (right) mount to 
the upper rungs so that the 
ladder has a wider support 
base--say, for straddling win- 
dows. Brackets or “jacks” (far 
right) can turn a pair of exten- 
sion ladders into a scaffold 
suitable for low-level work. 


a premium to do so. Then I would set the 
boards between two sawhorses and bounce 
on them to see if they split. Those that 
wouldn't pass I would square off and band 
at the ends to prevent splitting. We always 
needed a few short boards when erecting 
scaffolds. 


Scaffolding 

LARGE HOUSES ARE OFTEN the scale of small 
commercial buildings, and the most effi- 
cient way to work around either of them 
is with metal scaffolding. For restoration 
carpentry, most contractors use frames 
that are 5' high by 5' wide with a 7' span. 
Each section comes with two end frames, 
two cross braces, and four pins for stack- 
ing, plus you will always need leveling jacks, 
base plates and/or casters. When you po- 
sition two sections end-to-end, they are 
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As you assemble a scaffold, remember to keep the 
rungs on each frame (far left in photo) positioned on 
the same side so that they make a continuous ladder. 
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just the right length for a couple of 16' 
walk boards. (Nail a cleat at each end of 
the boards and they aren't going anywhere.) 
You shouldn't need more than four or five 
sections of scaffolding unless you find it 
more economical to scaffold the entire 
house. The math says that a stack of four 
5' high sections plus jacks should put your 
head at an elevation of 28'. When work- 
ing that high, rent three aluminum planks. 
These “cat walks" are a little over 19" wide 
and 7' long and made especially for span- 
ning the 7' spread of the scaffold frame. 
Also, rent handrails and toe boards when 
working at the very top. I like to use one 
plank as a worktable and backboard (to 
prevent me from accidentally backing off 
the scaffolding), while using the other two 
planks for standing. This way, I have a 
frame at each end secured with one cross- 
brace and my work totally unblocked. Hav- 
ing a frame at the ends makes it easier to 
grab hold and crawl through the hole and 
climb down the ladder rungs. 

When erecting your scaffold, make 
sure you always line up the frames, hole 
over hole and ladder over ladder (photo 
left). This way you'll have an infinite num- 
ber of adjustments. I've always rented scaf- 
folding as I needed it because I lacked stor- 
age space; otherwise I would have no prob- 
lem buying scaffolding. Should I want to 
sell it later, used scaffolding brings a pre- 
mium price. l've been to many auctions 
of closed-out contractors and scaffolding 
always sells for near retail! Casters and lev- 
eling jacks are costly too, but sell just as 
well as scaffolding. 


SUPPLIERS 


ALUM-A-POLE CORP. 1011 Capose Ave. 
Scranton, PA 18509 (570) 969-2299 Circle no. 8 
on resource card. KRAUSE LADDERS 9123 
North 2nd St. Rosco, IL 61073 (877) KRAUSE-1 
Circle no. 9 on resource card LOUISVILLE 
LADDER CORP 1163 Algonquin Pkwy 


Louisville, KY 40208 (800) 666-2811 Circle no. 
10 on resource card. LYNN LADDER AND 
SCAFFOLDING 220 S. Common St. PO Box 
346 Lynn, MA 01905 800-225-2510 Circle no. 
11 on resource card. WERNER LADDERS 93 
Werner Rd. Greenville, PA 16125 724-588-8600 
Circle no. 12 on resource card. 


If you have the room to move a small 
vehicle around your old house or maybe 
just along the sides, look into renting a 
one-man lift or scissors-lift truck. Though 
these devices have their costs, they can save 
money by saving hours on a project. If you 
are acting as your own general contractor, 
planning to hire skilled labor, give them 
the best and safest work platform you can 
afford. Carpentry goes much better when 
carpenters feel safe. Th 


WILLIAM T COX JR. is based in Memphis. 
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Nothing compares to the barefoot comfort 
of radiant warm floor heat. Tile, marble 
and wood floors radiate cozy and efficient 
warmth that will pamper you. You'll describe 
it to your friends in a word — Ahhh. 


And, the cost savings of up to 40% over 
conventional forced air heating systems 
may leave you at a loss for words. 


y 


Improve the water distribution in your home 
with our AQUAPEX plumbing system. Eliminate 
water contamination, corrosion, and other 
problems inherent in metal piping. Clean 

and pure water is basic to your good health. 


Come with us for warm floors and healthy 
water. We will change the way you live. 


RADIANT FLOORS AQUAPEX’ 


Uponor 


1 800-321-4739 * www.wirsbo.com 


FIOL-LA 


The Mica Lamp and Fan Company 


Style Circa 1900 5 blade + 52” width + remote control + quiet lifetime motor 


coins with today’s technology 


Gallery Editions 


HAND CRAFTED 
a W a ( = 
A 


| 517 State Street * Glendale, CA 91203 800-90-LAMPS * Fax: (818) 241-5439 
—— r Sales Office: (818) 241-7227 * High Point C&D * Dallas TradeMart 
Authentic Desir «1900. New Catalog Available Call for the Mica Lamp dealer nearest you. 
Made in the U.S.A. www.micalamps.com Circle no. 158 
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“The arcane art of stripping 


paint has come a long 


way in the past decades, 
“There were materials "S 
with old-house restorers 
other than percelain used 


sharing favorite tricks and 
May/June 2001 tools while manufacturers 


(rp es ie " « ^velop bet ^? 9c en 
lhe tradition for creating a stonelike develop better or safer 


: DN ] ! 
1H SINKS Over the las 
century or so, Out HOW do 


you know what's right for 


your old house?" appearance with paint, stucco, and stripping products." 

techniques that mimic stone can serve as 
a guide for understanding colors that 

work with a wide variety of old houses." 


—page 46 
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NE OF THE MOST CHALLENGING DECISIONS an old-house owner 
faces is picking appropriate exterior paint colors. Though we've 
come a long way since the 1960s, when it was daring to paint 


houses from earlier periods anything beyond white with green trim, the choices 
are now more complex. Suppose for example that you want to pick historically appropriate 
paint colors for your old house, but its style or era is something other than a late 19th- centuly 


Queen Anne? Where do you begin? Since the historical use of paint colors is an extensié 
topic, we've focused on one area—the tradition for creating a stonelike appearance with paint, 
stucco, and techniques that mimic the real thing as a guide for Bndersinisng 

colors that work with a i varie of old houses. 


With its imposing three- 
storey square tower, the 
1856 BatessRyder house 
in Rochester, N.Y. is a 
textbook example of an 
Italianate villa. Though 
clearly built of brick and 
wood, the body is 
painted straw yellow and 
the trim sandy brown- : 
the typical stone colors?” 
of the Italian originals. 


Well into the 19th 
century, the best 
paint pigments 
were imported and 
therefore expensive. 
Reddish-brown 
earth pigments 
however, were 
relatively plentiful 
and easy to obtain, 
making these 
colors ubiquitous 
even today. 
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With modern paint companies offering palettes 
varied enough to fit anyone’s tastes, the choice for an 
old-house owner often boils down to three options: 1) 
recreate the original appearance using available evi- 
dence; 2) create a historic interpretation using modern 
colors; 3) ignore all rules and evidence, then follow your 
impulse. Basic as these options may sound to us today, 
they represent a lot more range in color selection than 
what homeowners have enjoyed in the past. 


Why Stone? 

Traditionally, the options for paint colors were based 
on two factors—fashion, tempered by the availabil- 
ity of pigments to make colors. Most paint pigments 
used during the 18th and early 19th centuries were 
inorganic earth pigments—naturally occurring min- 
erals produced by the degradation of iron-rich rocks. 
Their quality, purity, and color consistency varied 
greatly, but they were very colorfast (stable) com- 
pared to many of the organic and synthetic pigments 
available during the same period. These natural earth 
pigments include raw umber, burnt umber, yellow 
ocher (sienna and burnt sienna), and red ocher (Span- 
ish red and Spanish brown). When used alone or 
combined with proportions of white lead, lampblack, 
or each other they offered a surprisingly vibrant range 


of hues. Today no less than in the past, these “stone 
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colors" are long-wearing and therefore highly prac- 
tical for painting exteriors. Generally, they are also 
historically and aesthetically compatible with many 
old houses because they are the color of traditional— 
that is natural—building materi- 


als, and they have been used, to a 
greater or lesser extent, through 
many of the architectural eras of 
the last two centuries. 


Classical Colors 
(1760 to 1840) 

During the colonial era and the 
early years of the republic, fashion- 
conscious, affluent homeowners 
looked to England and Europe for 
direction on the latest in architec- 
ture and design. However, Europe 
was 3,000 miles away, and here the most plentiful 
sources of building materials were not quarries, but 
virgin forests. As a result, when the elegant solid-stone 
houses and public buildings of the continent were 
copied here, they were built in wood with siding in- 
cised to resemble fine, flat ashlar masonry. Carpen- 
ters would carve decorative details, such as quoins, 
lintels, and brackets, in remarkable imitation of the 
stoneworker's art, then painters would finish the rus- 
ticated siding and decorative elements in colors im- 
itating the appropriate stone. In many cases, they 
added carefully selected sands to the wet painted sur- 
face to enhance the deceit (see “Sanded Paint,” next 
page). 

The Federal style, which ushered in the 19th 
century, and the Greek Revival, America's first home- 
grown style, took full advantage of these techniques 
and materials. Built to stand apart, often majesti- 
cally above their surroundings, the largest of these 
houses trumpeted a grand purpose or an owner's 
success. Although frequently painted white—per- 
haps the easiest color to keep uniform in the age of 
handmade paint—buildings from this period were 
also painted or detailed in ways that imitated local 
building stones or masonry. Painters added lamp- 
black and earth pigments to moderate harsh white 


Bright white, the 
symbolic color of 
marble, is not the 
only paint compati- 
ble with a classical 
revival house. 
Ochers and yellows 
(above) are equally 
redolent of stone 
construction. Grey 
looks natural on 
this brick Greek 
Revival (top) be- 
cause it emulates 
granite or marble 
veins. 
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Though predominately : xi 
built-of woad, Greek 
Revival houses were 
“cunningly detailed-to 
suggest masonry 
construction, as in:the 
flush-board wall 
behind this stunning — 


columned porch. ~ 


lead paint, creating imitations of grey English port- 
land stone, buff-colored French Caen stone, or re- 
gional varieties. Taking the idea a step further, in 
temple-front Greek Revival houses it was common 
to construct the wall behind a columned portico 
using flush-board siding that mimicked marble. This 
was, after all, the public side of the house. Other el- 
evations were often clad simply in clapboards. 


Downing and the Romantic Era 
(1840 to 1870) 

By the mid- 19th century, the use of white as an ex- 
terior body color quickly became passé. As early as 
the 1840s, white was widely condemned by architects 
and authors across the country—chief among them 
Andrew Jackson Downing who sounded a public call 
to paint houses in the subdued colors found in na- 
ture. Downing and his adherents advocated pictur- 
esque architecture— particularly the Gothic Revival 
style—that harmonized with the natural environ- 
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SANDED PAINT 


HOULD STONE-COLORED PAINT 

and dever carpentry not suf- 

fice for approximating the 
look of stone, then sanded paint 
could create a nearly indistinguishable 
imitation. Used by George Wash- 
ington at Mount Vernon and Thomas 
Jefferson at Monticello, sanded paint 
produced a realistic stone finish 
that, according to 19th-century au- 
thorities, was durable as well. Records 
describe simple bellows devices de- 


/ 7 
AL. 


A 


zz 


vised to blow the sand onto the wet 


/ = 
je ben 


painted surface. Sand could, how- 
ever, be simply thrown in place and 


the surplus brushed away. 


Among the best and most ex- 
tensive examples of sanded paint is 
the Jeremiah Lee Mansion in Mar- 
blehead, Mass. Built in 1768 by Col. 
Jeremiah Lee, a prosperous ship- 


Top: Convincingly 
ping merchant and revolutionary patriot, this ^ effective, sand 
applied over warm- 


y : grey paint. Middle: 
Georgian-Style mansions in England, down to Contractors imme- 


beveling the wide-board siding to simulate ash- diately followed 


the wet paint with 
lar stone blocks. air-blown sand. 


In 1994, the Marblehead Historical Soci- ^ Above: The com- 
pleted Mansion. 


timber-frame house is patterned after refined 


ety, the buildings owners and custodians, re- 
searched the actual color and original treatment of the exterior. 
Though some evidence was sketchy due to severe weathering in the 
early 1800s, paint analysis indicated that the entire main facade of 
the mansion had been covered with sanded paint—and very likely 
the other three sides as well. Using this research the Society repli- 
cated the treatment as part of its exterior restoration program. The 
results are amazingly true to the texture and appearance of real stone. 


The Jeremiah Lee Mansion is open to the public June 1 to October 
15. For information call (781) 631-1768. 


Photos courtesy of the Marblehead Historical Society 
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ment, rather than stood apart from it. In their view, 
white, a color uncommon in nature, did nothing but 
clash with the surroundings. This aesthetic prevailed 
for the next 30 years, with critics such as pattern book 
publisher George Woodward admonishing that “a 
house painted in white can never be an agreeable ob- 
ject in any landscape.” 

To help popularize his crusade, in 1842 Down- 
ing included an extensive discussion of paint colors 
in Cottage Residences, the second of his highly in- 
fluential books. According to his theory, houses should 


copy the colors of building materials—soil, rocks, 
wood, and bark—and to make the point as clear as 
possible, he included one of the earliest paint color 
charts published in a book. Three of the colors Down- 
ing shows are warm shades of grey, clearly evocative 
of slate or bluestone. The other three are shades of 
brown or fawn color that could emulate wood or one 
of the mellow-colored stones. In fact, one of Down- 
ing’s favorite colors was a blend of white, yellow ocher, 
and Spanish brown that recalled the warm gold of 
portland stone, an English freestone (sandstone). 
Another popular method of creating the solid 
look and texture of masonry was stucco, which could 
be applied over brick, rubble stone, or lath on a wood 
frame. Mid-century architect Samuel Sloan recom- 
mended stucco for his design for an ornamented villa, 


Stucco completes 
the stone conceit 
on this brick 
Italianate. Note the 
interesting paint 
scheme is essen- 
tially three shades 
of the same fawn 
color. 
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Sandstone brown 
sets off the mag- 
nificent carved 
Italianate entrance 
porch of the 1849 
Henry Brewster 
house. 


A picturesque Gothic 
Revival cottage in every 
Downing detail, the 
landmark Niles 
Higinbotham House 
(1850) in Oneida, N.Y. is 
the work of architect 
Alexander Jackson 
Davis, a Downing col- 
laborator. The sand- 
stone -colored body is 
actually stucco over 
brick scored to resem- 
ble masonry. 


specifying that the exterior walls be “rough-cast, tinted, 
and pointed.” Like painting and sanding common 
lumber in imitation of fine masonry, stucco dupli- 
cated stone in both color and texture because is was 
basically a mixture of sand and lime. The effect was 
often enhanced by scoring the damp stucco to sim- 
ulate mortar joints. Although some 19th-century ar- 
chitects and writers viewed this practice as sham dec- 
oration, stucco use prevailed throughout the century 
on modest and expensive homes alike. 

The Gothic Revival was not the only pictur- 
esque style to take root during this period. The Ital- 
ianate style became equally popular as an informal, 
rural-looking alternative to classical houses, such as 
the Georgian or Greek Revival styles. Just as the Gothic 


Revival was a residential, often wood-frame inter- 
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pretation of stone church architecture, Italianate 
houses emulated the large stone villas and palaces in 
the Italian countryside, but often in brick masonry 
or stucco over wood. Though these romantic inter- 
pretations were a loose mix of the forms, details, and 
materials of the European originals, more often than 
not, they took a great deal of imitative skill to pull 
off. Stone colors—typically buff or straw for the body 
and brownstone for trim—helped complete the ef- 
fect. Adding sanded paint to porches or other faux 
stone features was a not uncommon finishing touch. 

At this point it’s worth noting that, until man- 
ufacturers perfected pre-mixed paints in the 1870s, 
choosing and mixing colors was a hit-or-miss affair. 
Although painters could mix paint within a desired 


palette—say, to achieve “portland colored" paint—it 
was much more difficult to match an existing color 
with the accuracy we are accustomed to today. The 
choice of pigments was limited and their quality was 
uneven. Furthermore, pigments were ground in oil by 
hand and imprecisely mixed with linseed oil, dryer, 
and turpentine. With this in mind, those who want to 
create a realistic pre-1860s paint scheme should limit 
their choice of pigments and attempt to mix the de- 
sired color with as few combinations of tints as pos- 
sible. Remember too that color schemes were relatively 


simple; more than two colors or shades was a lot. 


Victorian Innovation 

(1870 to 1900) 

Though Downing’s ideas and the subdued colors he 
promoted remained popular almost to the end of 
the 19th century, houses and the ways they were 
painted changed greatly after the Civil War. As the 
Industrial Revolution bloomed, it brought not only 
the complicated architectural styles of the Victorian 
era, but also manufactured paints and a new spec- 
trum of manmade colors. The controlled produc- 
tion conditions of a paint factory made possible 
paints with richer colors in a reliable variety of shades. 
Innovations in chemistry, such as coal-tar dyes, led 
the way to entirely new pigments and colors like 


mauve. The result was a fashion for elaborate houses 
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Arts & Crafts 
influenced houses 
rejected Victorian 
complexity for solid 
body paint 
schemes that 
reflected the colors 
of the houses site 
and building materi- 
als, including stone 
and brick masonry. 


painted in sophisticated combinations of multiple 
colors—the eye-popping polychromy of the Queen 
Anne and Stick styles. 

The bold, deep, contrasting colors and schemes 
of the Victorian era often had little reference to the 
natural world, but even though upstaged, the stone 
colors of browns, buffs, and greys still had their place. 
In their 1885 literature the Devoe Paint Company 
noted that 


buildings appear in associating their decorative ef- 


“The more natural we can make our 


fects with their surroundings ... the nearer we come 
to the truest form of artistic decoration.” While the 
second storey of a Queen Anne might be painted an 
“old gold” color and the third storey in “amber,” the 
first storey was anchored to the earth with a coat of 
“brownstone.” Neither did the appeal for sanded paint 
slip away. An 1871 color chart from Harrison Broth- 
ers & Company’s Town and Country Ready Prepared 
Paints included the following sanded finishes: Con- 
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necticut Brown Stone, 
Seneca Stone, Nova Sco- 
tia, Dorchester, Berea 
Stone—similar to Franklin 
Stone, Masillon Stone, 
and Ohio Sand Stone, or 
Cleveland Stone. 


New Century 
Shifts 

(1900 to 1920) 
During the last years of 
the 19th century, as the 
dark colors of the late- 
Victorian period started 
to fade in impact, the 
emerging Arts & Crafts 


movement once again 


Even at the height of the Victo- 
rian polychromy, many houses 
stuck to two-tone paint schemes 
that were more practical to 
apply and maintain. 


changed the way North 
Americans built and dec- 
orated their homes. In a 
move away from Victo- 
rian aesthetics, the de- 
signers placed a renewed emphasis on architectural 
harmony and natural materials. Stone walls melded 
into stone foundations with siding and shingles 
painted or stained to blend with the masonry. Where 
the Victorians shunned subdued colors for the boldly 
dark, disciples of the Arts & Crafts ideal embraced 
them. Though their emblematic hues were mossy 
greens and weathered browns—unDowning, but 
natural nonetheless—they also favored the seasoned 
grey, brick, and terra-cotta colors of earth-derived 
masonry materials. 

At the same time the Colonial Revival move- 
ment, which gained wide appeal in the 1890s, flaunted 
a return to the glaring whites, off-whites, and yel- 
lows of the 1790s that stood out from their sur- 
roundings—the very antithesis of the Arts & Crafts 
aesthetic. Until the 1920s, hundreds of new subur- 
ban neighborhoods were both segregated by these 
divergent house styles and their colors, as well as in- 
tegrated by their architectural variety. Interestingly, 
from 1900 to around 1940 stucco returned to pop- 
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BENJAMIN MOORE & CO 

51 Chestnut Ridge Rd. 
Montvale, NJ 07645 

(800) 826-2623 

Circle 38 on the resource card. 


CABOT 

100 Hale St. 

Newburyport, MA 01950 
(800)877-8246 

Circle 39 on the resource card. 


CALIFORNIA PAINTS 

150 Dascomb Rd. 

Andover, MA 01810 

(800) 225-1141 

Circle 40 on the resource card. 


FINNAREN & HALEY 

901 Washington St. 
Conshohocken, PA 19428 
(610) 825-1900 

Circle 41 on the resource card. 


THE GLIDDEN CO. 

925 Euclid Ave. 

Cleveland, OH 44115 

(800) 221-4100 

Circle 42 on the resource card. 


PPG INDUSTRIES 

1 PPG PI. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15272 

(888) 774-1010 

Circle 43 on the resource card. 


PRATT & LAMBERT PAINTS 
1500 Midland 

Cleveland, OH 44115 

(800) 289-7728 

Circle 44 on the resource card. 


SHERWIN-WILLIAMS 
(800) 4-Sherwin 
Circle 45 on the resource card. 


VALSPAR CORP. 
1191 Wheeling Road 
Wheeling, IL 60090 
(800) 323-5129 


ularity, due in no small part to promotion by port- With its multiple porches and shifting i 
d P P . A P wall treatments, this 1894 Queen Anne, Circle 46 on the resource card. 

land cement manufacturers. New spins on traditional the John Truesdell House in Syracuse, 

i , m n . N.Y., helps explain the relationship 
mixes added tinting pigments, colored aggregates, between Victorian house -stétes.and 
and even brilliant mica chips to enhance the stone paint colors. Each change in material or 

. : shape, from decorative shingles to 

resemblance, sometimes to theatrical levels. incised carvings, is designed for picking 


out combinations of rich, deep colors. 


Should you think all this looks like signs of yet 
another fashion cycle, you're right. Decades of Colo- 
nial Revival brightness may have reached their ulti- 
mate limit as architectural blandness in the mid- For more information on 
1950s. Now 50 years later, we're once again aban- nap 


visit the OH] website at 


doning nearly ubiquitous all-white houses for the 


harmony of subdued color palettes, many of them 


naturally cast in stone colors. i 
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Kitchen Sink 


ADVICE ON PUTTING YOUR COUNTER ACCOUTREMENTS 


IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT. 


VEN THE MOST EXACTING old-house 

owners—determined that every last 

spice jar and cup hook in their kitchen 
should be genuinely historic—may quail when 
it comes to choosing an appropriate kitchen sink. 
Salvage dealers often stock only a handful, com- 
pared to dozens of clawfoot tubs and lavatories. 
“I don't get a lot in,” says Tom Sundheim of Ar- 
chitectural Artifacts in Denver. *The kitchen was 
always the first room that anyone remodeled.” 
Unlike the bathroom lavatory, which might have 
been made of marble or china with fluted edges, 
the kitchen sink was likely to be prosaic in both 
shape and material, and to have become chipped 
and stained over the years. So when it came time 
to update the rest of the room, off it went to the 
local landfill. 

When you do find kitchen sinks at a salvage 
yard, they're predominantly the white enameled 
cast iron kind that graced a majority of kitchens 
from roughly 1900 to the 1940s. There were other 
materials used over the last century or so, but how 
do you know what's right for your old house? 

Keep in mind that no choice is radically 
wrong. Our forebears were apt to use any num- 
ber of materials, depending on available local re- 
sources, and these all changed over intervening 
decades. However, you can make some assump- 
tions based on region (heavy stone was expen- 
sive to ship from New England quarries, for in- 
stance) and technology (stainless steel wasn't 
widely available until the 1940s). 
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By Kathleen Fisher 


Make Mine Metal 
When our great grandpar- 
ents first brought running 
water into their homes in 


the 19th century, they often 
pumped it from a supply 
tank, usually into bowls or 
buckets set in a dry sink— 
a metal trough built into a 
wooden cabinet. Many of 
the first wet sinks, like dry 
sinks, were metal lined. 

Two of the earliest 
available materials, used for 
butler’s sinks in wealthy 
turn-of-the-century houses, were copper and 
nickel silver (a copper, nickel, and zinc alloy often 
called German silver). Nickel silver was harder 
and stronger than copper and, by varying the 
nickel content, could take on yellow, green, pink, 
and blue tones. Copper, as any of us who've in- 
vested in copper cookware know all too well, 
doesn't retain its blinding shine without a lot of 
elbow grease. Most old-house owners are con- 
tent to let it take on the dark brown patina of 
an old penny. 

In the 1920s, an ore with a naturally oc- 
curring mix of copper and nickel (with a dash 
of iron, manganese, silicon, and carbon) was 
tapped to make Monel, a corrosion resistant, 
lightweight white metal. 

These metals were supplanted by stainless 
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The porcelain sink and laminate 
counter at the Shelburne Museum in 
Burlington, Vermont, (opposite) 
perfectly captures the feel of a 1950s 
kitchen, while the cast iron sink and 
zinc surround at Billings Farm, 
southeast in Woodstock (above), was 
handmade to be true to 1895. 
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Courtesy of Kohler 


The retro look is “in” for kitchen sinks, but 
not always in the original material. Excep- 
tions include the vitreous china Gilford, 
(above) and the enameled cast iron Dickin- 
son, (below), both from Kohler. 


SUPPLIERS 


CUSTOM SINKS BY RACHIELLE 257 
Sleepy Hollow Road Pittsburgh, PA 
15216 (888) 880-9469 
www.rachiele.com Circle no. 30 on the 
resource card. GERMAN SILVER SINK 
CO. 5754 Lodewyck Detroit, MI (313) 
882-7730 
www.germansilversink.co.com Circle 
no. 31 on the resource card. SHELDON 
SLATE 38 Farm Quarry Road Monson, 
ME 04464 (207) 997-3615 www.shel- 
donslate.com Circle no. 32 on the 
resource card. SINKWORKS.COM P.O. 
Box 19 Nazareth, PA 18064 (877) 
746-5967 www.sinkworks.com Circle 
no. 33 on the resource card. VERMONT 
SOAPSTONE P.O. Box 168 248 
Stoughton Pond Rd. Perkinsville, VT 
05151 (802) 263-5404 GET 800 No! 
www.vermontsoapstone.com Circle no. 
34 on the resource card. 
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steel after World War II, when cop- 
per and nickel were needed for the 
war effort. Stainless steel, a blend of 
several different iron and chromium 
alloys, was studied as early as 1821, 
but until 1909 no one knew how to 
make it corrosion resistant. The ma- 
terial took off in the 1940s and '50s, 
notonly for sinks but in countertops. 


Stone and Ceramics 
When the Neanderthals needed a 
water basin they probably used a big 
rock that had been eroded into a con- 
cave shape by centuries of rain. All 
the rage today is the apron-front, 
squarish farmhouse sink, which echoes the shape 
of stone sinks made in America for some 150 
years. Yes, soapstone and slate sinks were found 
in farmhouses, but probably not in the Midwest 
or on the West Coast. Soapstone is quarried ex- 
clusively in Vermont (although some today come 
from Brazil). Slate has more widespread sources, 
along the Appalachians in Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land, New York, Vermont, and Maine. 

“T would say it hasn't been until the last 10 
or 15 years that our sinks have found their way 
clear across the country,” says John Tatko, gen- 
eral manager of Sheldon Slate in Monson, Maine. 

In this region you may have a prayer of 
finding a salvaged slate sink. But buyer beware, 
says Tatko. The sinks may harbor hidden cracks 
from years of exposure to the elements, and you'll 
have to custom build your cabinets to accom- 
modate their odd sizes. 

Porcelain enameling, the process of ap- 
plying ground glass to hot metal, has been used 
for ornament for hundreds of years, but it was- 
n't until about 120 years ago that manufactur- 
ers figured out how to fire it onto heavy cast 
iron. By the 1920s cast iron was by far the most 
popular material for sinks. Early models were 
supported in front by iron legs, shaped to re- 
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Designer Gary Crowley was going for a '20s feel when he chose a stain- 
less steel sink for this kitchen. Monel, a white metal no longer common, 
might have been a more likely choice of that era. 


semble furniture legs. Of course they were all 
white, as befit the national mania for antiseptic 
surfaces. Next came wall-mounted sinks, and 
then those built into the countertop in a man- 
ner similar to dry sinks. Although color was in- 
troduced to porcelain fixtures in the late "20s, 
most kitchens sported nothing more daring than 
a mottled oatmeal color even into the '40s. 

In the 1920s, plumbing fixture catalogs 
also mentioned earthenware sinks. These sinks 
had a base of solid ceramic, rather than cast iron, 
and were often enameled white inside and glazed 
brown on the exterior. Like the cast iron sinks, 
they came with either flat or rolled rims. Always 
heavy, they were more likely to be found in com- 
mercial kitchens and laundries. A ceramic ma- 
terial used in some reproduction sinks today is 
fire clay, which has a high melting point and is 
more commonly used to make fire brick. 

Buying a reproduction sink in any of these 
materials means you're more likely to find plumb- 
ing hardware that will fit its dimensions, espe- 
cially hole spacing. If you're lucky enough to find 
a salvaged sink with its original fixtures, re- 
member that you'll probably need to fix a leak 
or two and find adaptors to hook it up to your 
plumbing system. b 
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PERIOD BACKSPLASH DETAILS 


d 


Metal cap strip 


Backsplash 
about 4" high 


Wood 
cove 
strip 
Metal 
nosing 
LINOLEUM 


yn | i | 
oo i | Joint is grout 
aa — »H eI width but 
i 1 4 caulked 
Tile laps 
counter 


4" Cap CERAMIC TILE 


mould 


%" Cover 
mould 


WOOD 
Illustrations: Rob Leanna 


WHAT SINKS COST 


You can get a reproduction sink custom or “off the rack.” 
Farm-style sinks come in copper, brass, fire clay, and Corian (devel- 
oped in the mid-1960s), as well as the original soapstone and slate. 
Some retro-looking sinks have matching corrugated drainboards. 


Material 


Nickel Silver 


Cost Range 
$3,500-6,500 


Copper $2,000-5,000 
Fire Clay $600-900 
Soapstone $700 


Slate $1,200-2,000 


Stainless Steel $1,000-3,000 


China $650-1,000 
Brass $2,000 
Enameled Cast Iron $330-900 
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MAKING A BIG BACKSPLASH 


ONCE YOU DECIDE on a sink you'll 
need to consider not only the coun- 
tertop, but also the backsplash—gen- 
erally, any protective material behind 
the sink and counter. 

As with sinks, any number of 
materials were used at any given 
time, but there are historical pat- 
terns in the use of metals, wood, 
ceramics and stone, and laminates. 


METAL 

The earliest metal sinks often had 
backsplashes of metal, possibly zinc 
or lead. Copper sinks found their 
way into the butler’s pantry because 
they were less likely to chip crystal 
than were stone sinks; there’s little 
evidence for matching counters, 
although copper is being adopted 
for counters now. 

Also being marketed for back- 
splashes today are metal ceiling tiles. 
While there’s no proof that they were 
once a popular backsplash option, 
it’s easy to imagine a Victorian 
homeowner with a few of the deco- 
rative tiles left over applying them to 
the wall behind the kitchen counter. 
Monel and stainless steel sinks often 
had integral backsplashes. 


WOOD AND CERAMICS 
A material that definitely did find 
its way from ceiling to backsplash 
was beadboard. Originally custom 
made, it gained popularity in the 
last half of the 19th century for 
walls in vacation cottages and other 
less formal structures and rooms. 
Homeowners were at first 
content to varnish their beadboard 
or other wooden walls, but as con- 
cerns with sanitation grew at the 
turn of the century they covered 
kitchen walls with glazed white 
tiles, usually 3" x 6" “subway tiles.” 


SUPPLIERS 


White tile was frequently used 
behind coal-burning ranges, where 
it made the wall easier to clean, so 
it was logical to extend the tile to 
the sink area. Painted or sculpted 
tiles played an important decorative 
role early in the 20th century, pri- 
marily around the fireplace, but 
weren't common in the kitchen 
until the late 1920s. 

While marble makes a 
smooth, cool surface for rolling out 
pastry dough, it stains too easily to 
be practical for general food prepa- 
ration. It could serve handsomely, 
though, in the less rigorous role of a 
backsplash. Granite, probably 
today's most popular high-end 
counter material and one often used 
in “period-inspired” kitchens, would 
have been rare in early 2015. century 
houses. A process to cut granite 
slabs as thin as 1" wasn't discovered 
until the 1930s, and the material 
remained prohibitively expensive 
until the 1960s. 

When porcelain sinks came 
into fashion they usually had their 
own built-in backsplash and often 
integral drainboards as well. 

A common companion for 
stainless steel sinks was laminates. 
The Formica Company developed its 
first light-colored faux wood-grain 
laminates in 1927, and their popu- 
larity grew as the material became 
more water- and heat-resistant. In 
the seven years following World War 
II, about one-third of new kitchens 
were dressed in Formica. Into the 
'60s, laminates continued marching 
pinkly around American sinks. 
Today at least one company, 
Wilsonart, will match old laminate 
patterns by scanning them and 
reproducing them digitally. 

— Kathleen Fisher 


TIN CEILING TILES AA-Abbingdon Affiliates Inc. 2149-51 Utica Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11234 
(718) 258-8333 www.abbingdon.com Circle no. 35 on the resource card. CHELSEA 
DECORATIVE METAL CO. 8212 Braewick Dr. Houston, TX 77074 (713) 721-9200 www.thetin- 
man.com Circle no. 36 on the resource card. LAMINATES Wilsonart International P.O. Box 
6110 Temple, TX 76503-6110 (800) 433-3222 Circle no. 37 on the resource card. 
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MAKING SENSE OF 


Paint Stripr 


A. LOOK AT CHANGING TECHNOLOGIES 
FOR GOING BENEATH THE SURFACE 


AVE YOU EVER WISHED 
you could magically 
wipe away the layers of 
paint hiding the detail 
in your fireplace man- 

tel or the varnished oak of your door mould- 
ings? Keep wishing. Interior paint removal 
is always a messy and time-consuming process, 
particularly in the complex surfaces of an 
old house. No one method or product works 
best for all the varied materials and paint 
layers you're likely to encounter. Fortunately 
the arcane art of stripping paint has come a 
long way over the last three decades, with 
old-house restorers sharing favorite tricks 
and tools while manufacturers develop bet- 
ter or safer stripping products. In fact, the 
arsenal of chemicals has grown so much in 
recent years that it's hard to keep track of all 
the different technologies. Understanding 
what the various systems are and how they 
work, however, will help you choose the ones 
with the best chances of making your strip- 
ping project go as smoothly as possible. 


Traditional Methods 
All of these general approaches have been 
around for over a century. Some are low- 
tech, but each is still widely used for spe- 
cific kinds of paint stripping. 
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Mechanical methods, such as hand 
scraping and power sanding, strip paint by 
physically breaking the paint bond. These 
methods are most successful where the wood 
trim or other substrate is flat, but hand scrap- 
ers with curved profiles can be effective for 
stripping mouldings and window parts. Dry 
sanding produces the most dust, which is a 
potential lead hazard (see “The Line on Lead,” 
page 61). Therefore, if you opt for sanding, 
consider using wet/dry sandpaper with oc- 
casional water spraying to keep down the 
dust. Power sanders should be equipped with 
a vacuum attachment and a HEPA filter. 

Heat tools, such as hot-air guns and 
electric element tools, soften or melt the 
paint so that it can be scraped off the sub- 
strate with a putty knife. Heat tools with 
an open flame, such as a propane torch, are 
not recommended because they create a 
potential fire hazard. While nonflame heat 
tools operate at lower temperatures, they 
can still cause fires if used improperly, or 
scorch the surface, creating a cosmetic prob- 
lem. Heating and scraping also create paint 
chips and dust. In addition, if the heat is 
above 1,100 degrees Fahrenheit, the lead 
paint may vaporize. 

Caustic strippers are pastes or semi- 
liquids that employ sodium hydroxide (lye), 


By Barry Chalofsky 


often mixed with trisodium phosphate 
(TSP), to loosen paint. The alkalis react 
with the coating, breaking down the or- 
ganic molecules and loosening the coating 
from the surface. Caustics eat away the paint 
layers and, if left in place, may eventually 
act on the substrate (wood, metal, or other 
material). They can soften, swell, or de- 
compose wood's cellulose fibers. Generally, 
surfaces stripped with caustics require neu- 
tralizing with a mild acid wash after the 
stripper has done its job. Caustics can darken 
some hardwoodis, raise grain, or react with 
metals, such as aluminum. However, they 
are well-adapted to stripping cementitious 
surfaces (masonry, plaster) and ironwork. 
Caustics can burn skin or cause serious eye 
damage if used improperly. 


Solvents 
Semi-paste paint stripping products based 
on solvents have been common since the 
1950s. They are fast acting, simple-to-use, 
and work on a wide variety of paints. 
Methylene chloride (MC) or 
dichloromethethane is one of the most ef- 
fective organic solvents, but also the most 
potentially dangerous. MC is fast, efficient, 
and capable of removing almost any paint. 
Its small molecular structure makes it able 
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New technologies 
in paint strippers 
have come a long 
way in the past 10 
years. Lemon Peel, 
an NMP-based 
stripper made by 
Fiberlock Tech- 
nologies, Inc., 
removed several 
layers of oil-based 
paint from this 
mantel in one 
application. 


David Sharpe 


hastis ENERET 


to penetrate the paint layers and break the 
bond with the substrate. Then, as the sol- 
vent attempts to escape, it pushes on the 
film in a “tenting” effect that wrinkles the 
paint up and away from the surface. How- 
ever, MC also becomes volatile when it in- 
teracts with the paint, losing stability and 
evaporating quickly into the air. Multiple 
paint layers usually mean applying an MC 
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stripper more than once. (Manufacturers 
often add wax to the stripper to keep the 
MC in contact with the surface.) Because 
of its volatility, MC vapors are harmful to 
both users and the environment. Accord- 
ing to the Consumer Products Safety Com- 
mission and the U.S. Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency, MC is a potential carcino- 


gen. It can also cause dizziness, headache, 


and lack of coordination. 

Other chemical solvents include ace- 
tone, toluene, and methanol, often used to- 
gether. These chemicals are also volatile and 
can have side affects similar to those of MC. 
Proper precautions must be taken when 
using these solvents. 

N-methyl pyrrolidone (NMP) has 
been used primarily in industrial applica- 
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tions for many years, but became popular 
for paint-stripping products in the 1990s. It 
works in much the same way as MC—break- 
ing the bond between the paint and the sub- 
strate—but its larger molecular structure is 
less volatile. Therefore it takes longer to re- 
move paint—30 minutes to 24 hours de- 
pending on the type of paint and the num- 
ber of layers. Nor is NMP effective with poly- 
ester or baked-on coatings. The good news 
is that since NMP does not evaporate quickly, 
it does not need to be reapplied as often as 
MC. This provides more scheduling flexi- 
bility. In addition, NMP strippers don’t con- 
tain wax, so wax removal is not necessary 
at the end of the job. 


New Technologies 
The most recent generation of paint strip- 
ping products, designed to be more envi- 
ronmentally friendly and less hazardous than 
traditional methods, relies to a large extent 
on the solvent NMP. Produced as gels, liq- 
uids, and sprays, they combine a host of in- 
novative ingredients that complement the 
solvent. 

Soy esters—One product employs a 
nontoxic soy ester, used for its migrating 
properties, to help draw the NMP through 


Separate Systems 
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Caustics 
(sodium hydroxide) 


Applied in a thick layer, it breaks down 


paint chemistry. 
te 
of 

x $5. 
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Eats paint layer by layer and will 
eventually act on substrate. After use, 
wood surface needs to be neutralized. 
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Soy-Gel, a biodegradable stripper made of soy ester and NMP, creates this “tenting” effect, separating the 
paint from the wood surface. The paint is then removed with a nonmetallic scraper. 


the layers of paint. Soy esters do not evapo- 
rate so the product stays in contact with the 
paint longer. The paint will not re-adhere to 
a wood surface even if it is left overnight. 
Lead bonders—Another product com- 
bines NMP, 2-butoxyethanol (a solvent used 
in home window cleaners), and a lead im- 
mobilizer. Upon contact with lead-based 
paint, this mixture bonds with the lead and 
reduces the leachable lead level below the 
hazardous threshold limit, so it can be dis- 
posed of as a nonhazardous waste. The 


DCM 


(methylene chloride) 


bond between paint and wood. 


A volatile compound, DCM evaporates 


quickly and begins to work within 
seconds. 


Penetrates paint layers and dissolves 


product also contains built-in film form- 
ers that will cause the stripper to skin over, 
thus allowing the active ingredients to work 
longer. Another active ingredient is sodium 
hydroxide. Strong enough to work on the 
toughest red lead primer, but at a lower pH 
level than in traditional caustics, it will not 
swell or burn the surface of wood. 

Citrus enhancers—The compound 
d-limonene has been used in industry for 
over a decade to loosen grease and floor- 
ing mastics. Now this citrus-based clean- 


NMP 


(n-methyl pyrrolidone) 


Also penetrates paint layers and dis- 
solves bond between paint and wood. 


NMP evaporates slowly and takes 
longer to work, but is less toxic. 


lllustration: John Van Pelt 
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Citristrip (left), begins to 
work on the paint system 
immediately, after one thin 
application. Lead-X 40 
(below) employees a lead 
immobilizer to change lead 
from a soluble to an insolu- 
ble—rendering the lead 
paint waste nonhazardous. 


ing agent is being employed to aid in the 
stripping process. Another new twist is to 
combine an industrial dose of NMP with 
dibasic esters (combinations of adipic acid, 
and glutaric acid) to boost its effectiveness. 
A lemon scent and color provide a more 
pleasant odor and appearance. 

While NMP is generally safer than more 
traditional solvents it still must be handled 
carefully. NMP can cause eye and skin irri- 


tation and is harmful if swallowed. 


Preparing to Work 
Any process or material that is strong enough 
to lift paint is potentially hazardous, and 
should only be carried out with proper safety 
precautions and equipment. 

Whatever the stripping method, a good 
site is important for job quality, efficiency, 
and safety. Make sure that the area is well 
ventilated, especially if you are using sol- 
vent-based strippers. The ideal working en- 
vironment is between 65 and 85 degrees 
Fahrenheit and not too dry (about 77 per- 
cent humidity). Break the project into sev- 
eral small parts and clean up after each phase. 
Cover the floor with disposable materials 
such as dropcloths or newspapers. If you 
have to leave the area exposed, cover the 
walls with heavy-duty polyethylene plastic 
sheeting to minimize dust. Keep all non- 
workers out of the work area. 

First test a small area to determine the 
appropriate spread rate and removal time. 
(Pour enough stripper for your immediate 
needs and replace the cap tightly.) NMP re- 
movers should be spread 7" to 4" thick; one 
gallon will typically cover 125 square feet. Al- 
though the new strippers will begin to work 


immediately, they will usually take a relatively 
long time to remove all the paint. Be patient! 
Manufacturers suggest using nonmetallic 
scrapers to remove the paint—an old wooden 
spatula or a plastic scraper will do the trick. 
They also suggest covering the stripper with 
plastic wrap so it will stay wet longer. When 
the stripper has penetrated to the wood or 
other base material, scrape off the softened 
paint residue and rinse with clean water. 

Check your local or state waste codes 
before disposing of any used paint strip- 
ping materials. Where lead paint is pres- 
ent, floor coverings may be regulated as 
hazardous wastes and must be disposed of 
accordingly. Change your clothes and shoes 
at the end of each job, and wash your clothes 
separately from the rest of the laundry. Also 
shower and wash your hair after after fin- 
ishing work. Do not eat, smoke, or drink 
in the work area to avoid inhaling or in- 
gesting dust. Tightly seal the paint remover 
and store in a cool dry place. 

Remember, not every paint stripper 
will work on every paint, and in old houses, 
there will be several different types of paint 
to remove. Before you start, be sure to get 
a product sample and test it on the surface 
you are stripping. h 


PROTECTIVE 
GEAR 


W Safety goggles that completely 
cover the eyes. 


E Gloves that are chemical resistant, 
such as Teflon, neoprene, or butyl 
(not dishwashing gloves). 


W Protective clothing that covers all 
skin (long sleeve shirts, pants etc.) 


W When spraying, wear a NIOSH 
certified respirator equipped with 
HEPA filters. 


BW When finished, use a vacuum 
with a HEPA filter, designed to trap 
very small particles. 


W To clean up dust, use a cleaner 
designed for lead, such as TSP 
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THE LINE ON LEAD 


Prior to 1978, lead was used in paint and varnish to add color, 
for stabilization, and to decrease drying time. The U.S. 
Consumer Products Safety Commission (CPSC) estimates that 
heavily leaded paint was used in about two-thirds of homes 
built before 1940, one-half of homes built from 1940 to 1960, 
and some homes built between 1960 and 1978. Like many 
products of that time, lead worked well for its intended pur- 
pose, but we now know that it can pose significant health 
risks. To know for sure whether your home has lead, hire a 
trained inspector. 


For more detailed information on paint removers and lead paint 
check out the following sources: 


U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
www.cpsc.gov 1-800-638-2772 


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
National Lead Information Center www.epa.gov/opptintr/lead 
1-800-424-LEAD 


U.S. Housing and Urban Development 
Office of Lead Hazard Control www.hud.gov/lea/leahome.html 


SUPPLIERS 


CABOT 

(800) 877-8246 

Circle no. 17 on the resource 
card. 


DUMOND CHEMICALS. INC 
PEEL AWAY 

(212) 869-6350 

Circle no. 18 on the resource 
card. 


ENVIROBEST CORPORA- 
TION PR-40/LEAD X 

(800) 808-7740 

Circle no. 19 on the resource 
card. 


FIBERLOCK TECHNOLO- 
GIES, INC LEMON PEEL 
(800) 342-3775 

Circle no. 20 on the resource 
card. 


FORMBY'S 

(800) 290-1105 

Circle no. 21 on the resource 
card. 
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FRANMAR CHEMICALS 

SOY GEL 

(800) 538-5069 

Circle no. 22 on the resource 
card. 


ORB 

(616) 683-7908 

Circle no. 23 on the resource 
card. 


STAR BRONZE COMPANY 
ZIP STRIP 

(800) 321-9870 

Circle no. 24 on the resource 
card. 


STERLING CLARK LURTON 
(800) 225-4444 

Circle no. 25 on the resource 
card. 


WM BARR BRANDED SALES 
CITRISTRIP 

(800) 235-3546 

Circle no. 26 on the resource 
card. 
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Early porches, such as the one on the ca. 1835 Elizabeth Cady Stanton House 
in Seneca Falls, N. Y., are less ornate than their Victorian counterparts, but often 
more exposed and vulnerable to the effects of weather and water. 


By Douglass C. Reed 
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OR OVER TWO CENTURIES PORCHES have 
been part of the lexicon of North Amer- 
ican house architecture. They have served 
as both workplace and meeting place, a 
sheltered spot where folks could gather to gossip 
or perform everyday tasks. As much as we love our 
porches, though, those of us who care after them 
often find ourselves muttering under our breath 
at the time and money they demand for frequent 
maintenance. Porches are exposed to the vagaries 


of weather, so their floors and framing systems 
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Andy Olenick/Fotewerks 


Detailing Early Porches 


Lasting Construction Techniques for 19-Century Decks and Foundations 


tend to rot quickly. Then the paint peels, the roof 
supports start to go from the bottom up, and those 
pesky railings and balusters crumble away. 

To put it in a phrase, porches are “out there.” 
Unless they are built with the right materials and at- 
tention to construction details, then properly main- 
tained, they will simply rot into oblivion. In the 30 
years I have been in the restoration business, too 
often I have seen porches no more than a decade 
old just fall apart from rot. The secret to the best- 
built porches of yesteryear lies in the quality of their 
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materials and their workmanship. Using these same 


detailing “secrets” today—and a few new ones to im- 


prove material performance—will allow you to build 
a period porch that will be a lasting structure. 


Footers and Foundations 
THE FIRST PHASE OF PORCH construction has al- 
ways been to build footers for the posts. Early builders 
used large stones placed with the long dimension 
set into the ground from 12" to 18" deep. Only 2" 
or 3" of the stone would protrude above the fin- 
ished ground level. Then they would cut posts of 
locust, walnut, northeastern white pine, or cedar— 
naturally rot-resistant woods—that they would 
chamfer and notch to receive the upper framing. 
Sometimes there was enough brick or stone 
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available to build full masonry piers or even ma- 
sonry walls to support the porch frames. The above- 
ground foundations were usually built of dressed 
fieldstone, and the mortar joints pointed with soft- 
lime mortar in an inverted "V" pattern that would 
help shed water. What do I suggest for new foun- 
dations and footers? Except for making the footers 
deep enough to extend below the frost line of your 
geographical area—typically at least 36" in the snow 
belt—build the post piers and masonry walls just 
the same as in earlier days. Cedar, cypress, walnut, 
and locust are still durable wood species for posts 
and one or the other can frequently be located at 
local sawmills in most areas. 

Mid-19th century deck frames were often 
built of three or four large logs known as “sleep- 
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Left: These 150-year-old 
flooring boards are still 
intact because of their 
thickness and half-round 
bullnose edge, which 
provides more surface 
area for the ends to dry 
faster. Below: Back-cutting 
the decorative bandboards 
prevents water from 
accumulating behind the 
framing. Bottom: Though 
neglected, this 1850s 
porch is still standing 
because it is built with 
details that limit water 
intrusion. 


Back-cuts 


- PLI Sur j 
Photos by Brian McNeill; illustrations by Rob Leanna 
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Above: Where deck joists 
are doubled-up for 
strength, add spacers 
between boards to elimi- 
nate trapped moisture. 
Right: These rough-sawn 
oak joists not only match 
the dimensions and wood 
species of the historic 
deck framing, they are 
installed with the same 
mortise-and-tenon joints. 


ers’, hewn flat on one or two sides, then set with 
one flat side facing up. These sturdy members acted 
as flooring joists, and many survive to the present 
day. However, the outer edges of log joists have usu- 
ally rotted away. Many later porches used simple 
frames constructed with 2x8 mill-sawn lumber to 
support the flooring. Unfortunately, these small-di- 
mensioned frames are very susceptible to the water 
ever present on porches, which saturates the end- 
grain and quickly promotes rot. 

If you are working on an existing early porch, 
my suggestion is to maintain and restore the best 
of the original framing. Where you have to rebuild, 
copy the original framing and construction details— 


dimensions and connections, for example—wher- 


Modern pressure-treated lumber can be appropriate for rebuilding period porch framing where it will be hidden 
from view. In concealed locations, however, spacers between boards are even more important. Note that the 


shims are pressure-treated lumber as well. 
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ever possible. For the replacement framing under 
an exposed porch deck use black walnut, cypress, 
or, where there is no other alternative, pressure- 
treated lumber. (In many parts of the country black 
walnut is easier to get than you might think if you 
search your area for a local sawmill.) Only use pres- 
sure-treated lumber where the wood is entirely hid- 
den from the sun, and therefore from view. 

Pay extra attention to places where the deck 
framing is doubled-up for extra support—critical 
areas for detailing. We separate the framing mem- 
bers so that one board is never tightly sandwiched 
against another. To do this, we place vertical shims 
(4" thick by 1" to 2" wide) every few feet to allow 
water to pass between the boards. Where water col- 
lects between sistered lumber, rot will start very 
rapidly. We make sure the vertical spacer shims are 
rot-resistant wood as well. 

We use the same spacer technique to separate 
the outside framing from the bandboard that fin- 
ishes the perimeter of the porch deck. In addition 
to the 4" spacers, we back-cut the very top edge of 
the bandboard in a gentle bevel (see drawing on 
page 63). This detail allows water to roll off the top 
edge of the board and drain down the framing, 
rather than accumulate on top and saturate the 
wood. For bandboard woods we like cypress and 
Spanish cedar as well as redwood and black walnut. 

Deck bands and framing are the most com- 
mon and most severe areas for rot damage in all 
porches. By following these few suggestions you in- 
crease the opportunities for water to escape, in- 
stead of allowing it to puddle and start rot in the 
wood. A second benefit is the drying effects of cir- 
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culating air that can pass through and be- 
tween the wood members. 


Floors and Decks 

FLOORING IS ANOTHER VERY Important area 
to consider from both a technical and his- 
torical perspective. Traditionally in many re- 
gions up to the 1940s porch floors were made 
a full 1" thick. After World War II, the thick- 
ness of typical porch flooring shrank to a 
bare %" thick. In the past the deck edges of porch 
floors were detailed in a half-round bullnose to shed 
water better and dry faster. Today the typical porch 
floor edge is square-cut, a shape that allows the end 
grain of the floorboards to soak up water like a 
sponge and hasten their demise. 

Another recent departure from traditional 
porch flooring is the notion that cheap softwoods 
will last in the elements. Generations ago, north- 
eastern white pine was good enough to consider for 
exterior porch floors. (I have an original 1855 north- 
eastern white pine floor still in place on the second 
floor of my south facing porch that is exposed to 
the weather and in very good condition.) However, 
today’s plantation-raised softwoods are not show- 
ing the longevity of old-growth woods of the past. 

Again, I suggest following the historic de- 
tails in porch floor construction. Budget the money 
to custom order flooring that is a full 1" thick at 
the minimum, and tongue-and-grooved. Also re- 
turn to the minimum board width of 5", some- 
times up to 6" for houses dating earlier than 1875. 
We use cypress stock almost exclusively, even though 
it is not as good as the cypress that was available 
50 years ago. Just the same, we have never lost one 
cypress porch deck in the last 20 years. We also use 
mahogany (not much more expensive than pine) 
and Spanish cedar. Black walnut is also a good 
choice, but for use in an exposed position like a 
deck floor be sure to cut out all white wood. 


Posts and Supports 

POSTS NOT ONLY DEFINE the shape of the porch, 
they also must support the roof framing system 
and act as anchors for attaching railings, often high 
off the ground. If posts are made of the right ma- 
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terial and placed on the porch correctly, there is 
no reason why they should be high maintenance 
elements. Unfortunately, you don’t have to go far 
to find posts rotting at their bottoms. 

Normally, early posts are shaped from solid 
timbers, but they can also be built up into box posts 
from four pieces of lumber. Typical designs are 
square, square with chamfers, square with turnings, 
or fully turned. Prior to the 20th century, in good 
construction posts were placed on metal feet of one 
design or another that separated the post base from 
the porch deck by 2" to 3". Before the advent of af- 
fordable, domestically made castings, post feet were 
simple pieces of bar iron bent into a series of right 
angles to form a stirrup. The two small pads were 
screwed to the porch deck, while the longer bar was 
screwed to the bottom of the post. Elevating the 
post off the deck prevented the bottom end-grain 
of the post from wicking up water, nearly always 
the reason why posts rot out. This hardware also 
helped preserve the deck flooring because sun and 
air could keep the area under the porch post dry. 

After cast iron goods became cheap and easy 
to produce, the porch post foot was redesigned 
into a pair of cast iron disks separated by a short 
stem of pipe or round iron. These were later made 
of steel and used quite commonly up to the 1940s. 
Wherever possible, do your best to preserve or re- 
make and install post feet. These devices alone will 
help preserve the bottoms of the vulnerable porch 
post in ways no other detail can equal. i 


Douglass C. Reed is a Historic Structures Consultant. 
Contact him at Preservation Associates, Inc. (449 N. 
Prospect St., Hagerstown, MD 21740; 301-791-7880; 
DCraigreed@aol.com). 
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Early porch post feet (left) 
were simply iron bars bent 
into a stirrup shape. Manu- 
factured versions (below) 
were common by the 
1890s. 


Z 


A typical porch post is 

a solid timber decorated 
with chamfers. Note the 
thumbnail detail (top) 
where the chamfers end. 
Mortise pockets carry 
the porch railings. 


A 
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refinish table 4 3 


v cut flooring 
lift old linoleum ~» €— 
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Accessories included 
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Optional Professional Kit 


The MultiMaster’s oscillating motion lets you sand, and go. Best of all, you won't break the bank. Call 
scrape, saw, rasp, polish or cut aggressively along 1-800-441-9878 for more details and our free 
delicate edges and into tight corners. Just plug it in brochure, or visit us at www.feinus.com. 


The MultiMaster Finishin g e 

oscillates at 21,000 s ji t : Fein Power Tools, Inc. 
strokes per minute 7 J us : ] 1030 Alcon Street 

in a 3.2 degree arc. the b eginning f Pittsburgh, PA 15220 


Circle no. 151 


The spare, low ceilinged interiors of 
post-medieval houses hold many of their 
most archaic and evocative details. 
Narrow, closed stringer stairways typically 
face a front door made of wide-board 
battens. Rooms are defined by structural 
members (timber posts and girts) that 
clearly frame rough-plaster walls. 


Brian Vanden Brink 
Restoration by Rick Poore 
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BEFORE THEY LEARNED TO ADAPT to the materials and 
climate of North America, the first generat of 
colonists from England built houses with the construc- 
tion methods and forms they knew in the British Isles. 
While the groups settling the tidewater regions of 
Virginia and the Carolinas favored one-storey brick 
houses flanked by chimneys at either end, the pioneers 
of Massachusetts and Connecticut erected austere 
steep-roofed houses with heavy wooden frames, wood 
cladding, and a single central chimney—the post- 
medieval houses of New England. 


Of the thousands of houses believed to have 


PARSEN CAPEN HOUSE (1683) 

ToPsri&tb, MASS. m y 

Aside from the windows, which probably began as small leaded 
caséments, the Parson Capeh House is remarkable as an unaltered, 
positively dated example of a post-medieval house. Note the deep 
jetty overhang and decorative pendants astride the door. 
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Photo: Kevin O. Mooney 


been built before 1700 only a couple hundred survive 
in near-original form, representing a remarkable 
bridge between building traditions of the old and new 
world. Typically two storeys high, one room deep, and 
covered in wood clapboards or shingles, these houses are 
American versions of the vernacular 

dwelling found in England in the 1600s. Their heavy 
timber frames support a large gable roof with a steep 
pitch—one designed for thatch, but soon switched to 
wood shingles that stood up better in bitter New 
England winters. Rear lean-to additions were common 


in later years to extend the roof to a saltbox form. 
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Post- Medieval 
Houses "= 


SPECIAL ADVERTISING 
SECTION 
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A little 
molding can 
make a big 
difference 
for a typical 
split-level 


Redecorating can work 
wonders on a room, but so 
can another enhancement 
that's quicker and easier: 
new trim. Molding gives a 
room richness and dimension 
-something seriously lacking 
in most split-levels—and allows 
the play of light and shadow 
across its sharp lines to add detail and interest. It defines windows and doors within an elegant frame and anchors wall to floor 
with the baseboard. A shapely crown eases the transition from wall to ceiling, and a simple chair rail creates proportion. In the 
project shown here, a dining room needed a style upgrade that only new molding could create. Around the windows, plain 
clamshell molding was replaced by fluted casing, highlighted at the corners with rosettes. The passageway got the same 
treatment. A bull-nosed chair rail strikes the right line along the walls, as does the crown molding with its classic 
dentil motif. First, the pine was pre-treated with Minwax Pre-Stain Wood Conditioner. Next, the wood was 
stained with Minwax' Wood Finish" Cherry and protected with Minwax’ Fast-Drying Polyurethane Semi-Gloss. 
With minimal time and expense, a split-level dining room was transformed into a warm, classic showcase. 
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MINWAX 


Nature Made It. 
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_Minwax Makes It Beautiful. - 


Wood adds natural warmth and beauty to your home. Especially when 
it's finished with Minwax? From warm, rich wood stains to protective 


clear finishes, Minwax offers a complete line of easy-to-use, quality wood 


finishing products. Trust Minwax to make and keep all your wood beautiful for years to come 


MINWAX. 
— 


ovs MAKES AND KEEPS WOOD BEAUTIFUL” ges 
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SPONSOR 


October 1; (978) 462-2634. 


summer; (978) 887-3398. 


(CA. 1939) 

ASS. 
Barry Wills incorporated favorite post-medieval 
wide-pine sheathing on the walls and summer 
piling, when designing his own residence. 


Call ahead for dates and times 


Courtesy of Royal Barry Wills Associates 


-Medieval Forms and Features 


1 frames and finish details hand-hewn from large trees define a house. 


Timber Frame 


Summer Beam 


Projection Framing at Posts 


Projecting 
Jetty 


PLAGES TO VISIT 


BALCH HOUSE (ca. 1648) Beverly, Mass. Built by 
John Balch, this house remained in the Balch family 
until 1916. William Sumner Appleton, director for the 
Society for the Preservation of New England 
Antiquities (SPNEA), formed the Balch House Trust 
to purchase the house. Today it is owned by the 
Beverly Historical Society; (978) 922-1186. 


COFFIN HOUSE (ca. 1654) Newbury, Mass. Built by 
Tristam Coffin, this house began as a post-medieval 
Structure and doubled in size by 1700. Owned by 
SPNEA, the property is open June 1 through 


PARSON CAPEN HOUSE (ca. 1683) Topsfield, Mass. 
One of the best examples of the post-medieva 
house, it has gone unaltered for 350 years. The 
Topsfield Historical Society opens the house in 


JACKSON HOUSE (ca. 1664) Portsmouth, N.H. The 
oldest surviving wood frame house in New 
Hampshire. SPNEA acquired the house in 1924. 
Open June 1 through October 15; (603) 436-3205. 


STANLEY-WHITMAN HOUSE (ca. 1720) Farmington, 
Conn. Built by John Stanley, son of Captain John 
Stanley this post-medieval structure opened as a 
museum in 1935. Open year round; (860) 677-9222. 


Illustrations: Rob Leanna 


JACKSON HOUSE*CA. 1664) 
PORTSMOUTH, N.H. : 
A post-medieval house without a projecting Second storey. 


^ 


Note the small, leaded windows and shed addition on the left. 


- Ce 
Linda Klusck 


STANLEY-WHITMAN HOUSE 

(CA. 1720) FARMINGTON, CONN. 

A late example that clearly shows a projecting second 
storey on the gable end and a saltbox extension off 
the back. 


Facades are symmetrical and 
all but unbroken except for the cen- 
ter door and small window open- 
ings. For a period, however, some 
builders extended the timber frame 
so that the second ‘storey projected 
a foot or more beyond the founda- 
tion in an overhang or jetty, per- 
haps to protect the entrance from 
water runoff. Whatever its purpose, 
in well-to-do houses this projec- 
tion was occasionally fitted with 
carved pendants—the sparest of 
decorations in an otherwise severe 
elevation. 

Already an old building type in 
their country of origin, post- 
medieval houses were soon sur- 
passed on these shores by the 
Georgian styles and improved con- 
struction methods of 18th-century 


Courtesy of SPNEA 


Americans. Most examples were 
razed, radically altered or, at best, 
forgotten until after 1900 when 
early preservationists, such as 
William 


Massachusetts and Norman Isham 


Sumner 


of Rhode Island, recognized their 
importance as rare historic records, 
rather than mere Colonial Revival 
icons. Architects of the 1920s—par- 
ticularly Boston's Royal Barry 
Wills—studied them as models for a 
single-family house with a modern, 
compact room layout, but a tradi- 
tional, regionally rooted appear- 
ance. However, post-medieval hous- 
es were probably most admired for 
their cozy interiors of wood panel- 
ing and pronounced ceiling beams, 
the wellspring of the “Early 
American" design fashion. 
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WILLS HOUSE 
MELROSE, 

Architect Royal 
details, such ag 
beams in the c 
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Age Deepens 
The Character. 


Formby’ 
Reveals tt. / 


Nothing compares to the 


warm, rich look of wood 
furniture that only comes 


with age. But often, it's 


hidden by a dark, worn finish. 
To uncover that natural beauty, rely on 


Formby's? quality refinishing products. 


From foolproof finish removers to protective 
tung oil, our time-honored formulas have 
all you need for an 
exquisite hand-rubbed 


look. Trust Formby's, 


THE NEW 
YANKEE 


because restoring wood 


is a beautiful tradition. 


WORKSHOP 


PROUD SPONSOR 


$ Formbys is a registered trademark 
©Formby’s 1998 


Uncover Wood's Natural Charm 


Circle no. 269 
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By Marylee MacDonald 


' riends had bought a 
mansion in Hyde Park, 

Illinois, and as we walked 
through it, admiring the tall 
windows and panel doors, they 
were already moaning about 
the woodwork they envisioned 
having to strip. “Why don't you 
use a finish reviver?” I said. 
They'd never thought of this 
labor-saving approach, and yet 
it’s one I used to spruce up a 
2,600-square foot Queen Anne 
house, virtually by myself. Fin- 
ish revivers can be used on fur- 


niture, mouldings, doors, pan- 


eling, and even floors. 

There are several ways 
to revive an old finish. Merely 
cleaning off the dirt and wax 
may restore the luster. For 
scratches on a tabletop, a gen- 
tle cleaning followed by re- 
coating with shellac or lacquer 
may do the trick. Lightly dis- 
solving the surface layer and 
rubbing out flaws with a soft 
cloth might work, or you might 
have to liquify the finish and 
brush it out. Even the last ap- 
proach is easier than stripping. 


Brian Vanden Brink 
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Try a furniture cleaner, such 
as Formby's Build-Up 
Remover, to remove wax 
and dirt. A toothbrush will 
clean crevices. 


CLEANING INTACT FINISHES 

If the finish is dark or dull, but not 
cracked or crumbly, simple cleaning 
may be all you need. Start with the 
mildest cleaner first. 

Mix one tablespoon Ivory Liquid 
in a quart of warm water. Whip it to 
create suds. Dip an old towel into the 
suds—not the water. Water will turn 
shellac and lacquer cloudy. Suds will 
not. Rub a test area (about two square 
inches) vigorously, then towel dry. 

If the surface is still dark, remove 
old wax by brushing mineral spirits on 
the test area. Allow to soak in for three 
minutes (less if it's a glossy tabletop). Vig- 
orously scrub in the direction ofthe grain 
with a towel. Then allow the wood to dry 
for an hour and apply a bit of lemon oil. 

If this doesn't take care of the 
problem, you can try a commercial 
cleaner, such as Briwax Furniture Cleaner 
(imported from England), which re- 
moves wax, smoke, and dirt. Floors have 


SEE NOMEN ONU UDINE UNI RE INE UP NND INIM DONE II IINNUEM SST REE ONSEN M ER NE i Ud 


their own cleaners, such as Floor Re- 


vive, to deep clean and restore shine. 

A pleasant-smelling homemade 
cleaner OHJ has recommended for years 
is one cup each boiled (not raw) lin- 
seed oil, white vinegar, and turpentine. 
Put the ingredients in a one-quart con- 
tainer and shake vigorously. 

In a test area, apply this mix with 
a paintbrush, let it sit for three min- 
utes, and scrub with terry cloth. You 
can also use fine steel wool (40000) or 
green 3M pads. (If I'm going to apply 
clear finish later, I avoid steel wool; fine 
steel hairs catch in the wood grain.) 
Wipe off the excess with paper towels 
or rags (see "Safety First,” below). 

If the cleaner is effective, go on 
to clean all your woodwork. You can 


laundry. (Don'tleave them in your un- 
filled washing machine!) 
Commercial finish revivers con- 
tain strong chemicals such as toluol. 
Before using them, obtain a copy of 
the MSDS (Manufacturer's Safety Data 
Sheet). This can be found on the man- 
ufacturer's web site or from the dis- 


i SAFETY FIRST WITH REVIVERS 
|| 

| Old-House Journal readers know about 
: the dangers of linseed oil, right? Lin- 
E seed-oil-soaked rags are volatile. They 
' will spontaneously catch on fire. Don't 
' throw them in the garbage can. In- 
| stead, immerse them in water, hang 
E] f , 

t them on a line to air dry, or wash them 
: one at a time, separate from other 
E] 

d 
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clean newel posts and carved trim with 
a toothbrush. To clean inside turnings, 
use twine, working it back and forth 
like a shoeshine rag. The same tools can 
be used for the finish revivers. 

When the woodwork is clean and 
dry, apply lemon oil or paste wax, but 
not both. Lemon oil dissolves wax and 
turns it gummy. 


MORE THAN CLEANING 

Let’s say your finish is scratched, crazed, 
or crumbly. As long as the body of the 
finish is still there, a commercial finish 
reviver can help it rise again like Lazarus. 
These products range from those that 
coat scratches and remove water blooms 
to others that “melt” the finish and allow 


tributor. Buy the appropriate cartridges 
for the mask you'll wear. Change these 
regularly, and work in a well-ventilated 
space. Keep the furnace off so fumes 
don't circulate, and wear industrial 
gloves. Chemicals such as toluol and 
methyl alcohol should not come in 
contact with your skin or lungs. 


d 
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PLAYING FINISH DETECTIVE 


Before you begin working with a fin- 
ish reviver, it's a good idea to test the 
original finish to see what it is. 

On Victorian doors, mouldings, 
and mantels, shellac was the most 
likely finish. Later, it was common for 
painters to put two coats of shellac 
under two coats of varnish. Tabletops 
may have been French polished, with 
over a hundred coats of shellac rubbed 
and pumiced to a deep luster. Lac- 
quer, quick drying and clear, also was 
used on tabletops, mainly after 1920, 
but rarely on architectural woodwork. 
Varnish, slow drying and thick, pro- 
vided greater water resistance and 
durability than either shellac or lac- 


quer. That's why you're likely to find 


varnished floors. 
To find out whether you have 
a shellac, lacquer, or varnish finish, 


choose an inconspicuous spot to test. 
First rub the spot with a cotton swab 
dipped in denatured alcohol. If the 
finish begins to dissolve, it's shellac, 
and you can revive all of your clear 
finish with pure denatured alcohol. If 
nothing happens, the finish is either 
lacquer or varnish, and you should 
go on to the next step. 

Dampen a second cotton swab 
with lacquer thinner. Lacquer will dis- 
solve, but varnish will either wrinkle 
or you won't see a reaction. A word 
of caution: Some old finishes had 
heavy-bodied stains mixed into the 
varnish. You may not be looking at 
darkened shellac but at a varnish stain 
applied to hide a wild grain. If you 
use the more aggressive revivers, some 
original finish will come off and more 
grain will show. So test, test, test. 


OLD-HOUSE BASICS 


The gentlest cleaner is a non-detergent liquid soap such 
as Ivory Liquid. Apply just suds, not water, which will turn 
shellac and lacquer cloudy. 
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Fine steel wool (0000) is effective for cleaning finishes, 
but the steel “hairs” can catch between wood grains. 
Terry cloth and green 3M pads are other options. 


you to brush it out. 

For a lightly scratched table top 
you can use Jet Spray Lacquer, which 
touches up scratches, blending them 
seamlessly with the existing finish. You'll 
need to specify clear or one of several 
wood colors. There’s a Blush Eraser that 
goes along with this product to get rid 
of those white marks from glasses. Or 
try Pad-Lac Padding Lacquer. The prod- 
uct kit includes a soft pad that spreads 
a thin finish over the existing varnish, 
shellac, or lacquer, leaving an effect sim- 
ilar to French polish. 

If the surface is distressed—water 
rings, burns, checking, or crazing—try 
one of the products sometimes called “re- 
finishers.” They range from gentle to very 
aggressive. Among the gentlest is Howards’ 
Restor-A-Finish, which does not dissolve 


the original finish but removes flaws as 
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you rub with fine steel wool or toweling. 
It comes in nine wood colors. A similar 
product, designed especially for highly 
polished surfaces, is Briwax Reviver, which 
is rubbed in with a soft cloth. 

A more aggressive reviver, Behlen’s 
Qualarenu Amalgamator, softens old 
shellac, lacquer, and varnish so that you 
can brush the finish smooth. You'll need 
something this strong if the finish is al- 
ligatored. Be prepared to work quickly 
because the amalgamator only has a short 
“open” time. 

The product you're most likely to 
find in your local hardware store is 
Formby's Furniture Refinisher. Formby's 
definitely falls into the aggressive camp. 
Be sure to test in an inconspicuous lo- 
cation first and try several application 
methods, from 0000 steel wool to barely 
dampened terry cloth. Formby's will cut 


SUPPLIERS 


BRIWAX WOOD CARE (800) 274- 
9299 FAX (212) 504-9550 www.bri- 
waxwoodcare.com (Briwax Furniture 
Cleaner and Reviver) Circle 27 on the 
resource card CONSTANTINES 2050 
Eastchester Rd. Bronx, NY 10461 
(800) 223-8087 
www.constantines.com (Behlen's 
products, Pad-Lac Padding Lacquer, 
Howards Restor-A-Finish, tung oil var- 
nish) Circle 28 on the resource card 
FORMBY'S 10 Mountainview Rd. 
Upper Saddle River, NJ 07458 (800) 
290-1105 Circle no. 21 on the 
resource card. HOUSEPARTS 540 
South Avenue Rochester, NY 14620 
(888) 558-2329 (716) 325-2329 
www.historichouseparts.com (Floor 
Revive, tung oil) Circle 29 on the 
resource card 
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ete Catalog: $12.00 


BRADBURY & BRADBURY 


a, Ca. 94510 (707) 746-1900 bradbury.com 
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Curtains Up" new Arts & Cr. 
collection is the perfect complement 
to Arts & Crafts, Mission and 
Craftsman style décor. Four designs, 
in cast metal and resin, come in seven 
finishes with matching rods, rings, 
brackets and tiebacks. For the nearest 
distributor call (800) 461-0060 or 
visit us at www.steptoewife.com 


OLD-HOUSE BASICS 


through varnish, so it can be used to revive var- 
nished woodwork, but if you put too much on, 
youll wind up with most of the finish on your 


steel wool or rag. 


HOME-BREW FINISH REVIVERS 

Saving money is a goal if you have rooms of ar- 
chitectural woodwork staring you in the face. In 
that case, you might find that a home-brew works 
as well as commercial finish revivers, especially 
if your woodwork is shellacked. You can try the 
following, starting with the first and working 


your way down. (Here's where you'll be glad 


you've tested your old finish first—see "Playing 
Finish Detective" page 77.) 
15 percent by volume lacquer thinner in 
minerals spirits 
50/50 lacquer thinner and denatured 
alcohol 
pure denatured alcohol 


pure lacquer thinner 


When you are not actively applying them, 
store these liquids in a widemouth jar with a lid. 
The volatile ingredients will off-gas, so suit up, 
with mask and gloves, for the work. 

Dip steel wool or a 3M pad in the mix and 
rub with the grain until you're happy with the 
color. The finish dissolves, so work on about one 
square foot at a time. Stop when the tackiness 
disappears or when the color pleases you. You 
may have to go over the whole area a second time, 


with a lightly dampened pad, to remove lap marks. 


THE FINAL TOUCHES 
Allow the amalgamated finish to dry. To bring 
back gloss, rub tung oil on by hand with a lint- 
free rag. Go with the grain, wiping off excess. One 
coat provides a satin finish and two coats, gloss. 
Another option is to recoat with shellac. 
You can use shellac over any other finish and it’s 
highly reversible. For tabletops, consider a tung 
oil varnish. Tung oil varnish provides a durable 


surface, impervious to water. fh 


Contributing editor Marylee MacDonald is a build- 


ing consultant who lives in Evanston, Illinois. 
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Heavy Duty Electric 


rad Nail 


ET100" 
Nail Master 


compressor. 


Shoots 3 Different 


Hi 


Length Brads 


i L Arrow Fastener Co., Inc., 271 Mayhill Street, Saddle Brook, New Jersey 07663 
[La—— —-—-P Canada: Jardel Distributors, Inc., 6505 Metropolitan Blvd. East, Montreal, Quebec H1P 1X9 
d. United Kingdom: Arrow Fastener (U.K.) Ltd., 14 Barclay Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 1JN 


Rev.700 


sold. 
fine tools are www.arrowfastener.com ©2000 ARROW FASTENER COMPANY, INC 
Wherever A d € 1 


Season Three: 
Mediterranean Revival 


Join contractor Mitchell McDaniel 
for the renovation and remodeling 
of The Kelnepa House. 


Our third season on PBS will focus on the 
Mediterranean Revival style of architecture. 
Each episode highlights a particular aspect of 
the home including construction, history and 
technological innovation. 


Join us each week and witness the transformation 

of this incredible structure from a 3,500 sq. ft. 
historical landmark to a 10,000 sq. ft. master- 
piece. You won’t want to miss a single episode. 


Mediterranean Revival season begins Fall 2001. Check 
your local cable guide for PBS station, dates and times. 


Note: All photos are “before”. 
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Construction, History and 
Technological Innovation 


for Old-House Lovers 


Partners & Co-Producers 


Remodeling OLDHOUSE 
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HEATING COOLING 
honeywell.com/yourhome/ lennox.com 
EXCEPTIONAL ENERGY” 
propanecouncil.org 


STANLEY Tyvek 


Weatherization Systems 


stanleyworks.com tyvekconstruction.com 
ag 
BEGoodrich Continuum >), DESIGNER ISOKZ1N 
A Specialty Chemicals i : e RE IB KETN 
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VOLUME DISCOUNT 

As you can see, these three houses are 
all similar. Could you tell me anything 
about them? I’m guessing they're from 
Sears & Roebuck, around 1920. 


THOMAS Mouar JErrnis II 


JANESVILLE, WISC. 


THE CROSS-GAMBREL ROOF PLAN Was pop- 
ular for pattern-book houses between 1905 
and 1915. Sears, Roebuck & Co., the best 
known of the ready-cut house purveyors, sold 
several cross-gambrel designs between 1911 
and 1917. The style was first made popular, 
though, by Radford American Homes. Rad- 
ford's 1903 design for a Shingle-style house 
is almost identical to your trio, with the ex- 
ception of the concrete-block construction. 
While these designs are largely associ- 
ated with “kit” houses, Sears and its competi- 
tors never supplied masonry. Sears did pro- 
mote concrete, however, in order to sell ma- 
chines that made concrete blocks. Sears noted 
that concrete houses could be built for one- 
thirdless than other stone structures, and called 
its concrete block-building machines “the most 
perfect and most rapid. ..machines made.” 
In 1908, Sears devoted eight full pages 
of its spring general merchandise catalog to 
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concrete-block machines and related hard- 
ware. Entrepreneurs could make as many as 
150 blocks a day and would find this a very 
profitable business, Sears promised. Perhaps 
someone who read that ad copy made all 
three of your houses. 


WALLPAPER WOES 

Recently, | repapered my dining room 
walls. A fireplace and chimney go across 
one corner of the room. Now, in the cor- 
ner above the mantel, the wallpaper is 
stretching and may eventually tear. The 
house was built in 1918. Could it possi- 
bly still be settling? What should | do to 
fix the wallpaper? (I slightly overlapped 
the paper in these corners.) 


CAROLYN WALSH 


PERKASIE, PA. 


THOSE CORNERS WHERE the wallpaper is 
stretched are between two different materi- 
als: the masonry chimney and the wood- 
framed plaster walls. You're probably seeing 
clinical differential movement. The masonry 
is fairly stable, but the walls shrink and swell 
with changes in temperature and humidity. 
Unless you continue to see major shifting 


of the chimney, don't worry about it. 

The wallpaper can be gently pried up 
and reglued if it is strippable paper, such as 
vinyl, or steamed away from the corner if it 
isunstrippable paper. The best solution, how- 
ever, is to remove the paper at the trouble- 
some corners and put up two new panels 
that butt right in the corner—don't overlap. 


GLOBS OF GLUE 

The previous owners of my old house 
were pretty sloppy in repairing the railing 
of the central stairway. They seem to 
have applied too much wood glue and 
not wiped up the excess as it was drying. 
In any case, | have hardened glue that 
seeped out along the edges of the balus- 
ters. What's the best way to remove it? 


ED DEAN 


DENVER, COLO. 


TRY TO EITHER DISSOLVE the glue, or 
scrape/sand it off. Either method has some 
caveats. You can dissolve both traditional 
hide glue and modern white or yellow glue 
with water—hot water will work better. Wood 
that is unstained should be sanded imme- 
diately after removing the glue, or the area 
will show up darker after staining. If your 
balusters are shellacked, water can turn the 
finish cloudy. An alternative is to use lacquer 
thinner or acetone, scrubbing the glue off in 
the direction of the grain using a stiff brush. 
This can remove lacquer or varnish, how- 
ever. Test an inconspicuous area first. 

In scraping or sanding, you always run 
the risk of abrading the finish so that you 
need to restain. On unstained wood, if you 
don’t go deep enough, any glue will show 
up as light spots when you do stain. — f& 
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Get Rid of 


RAINHANDLEH 


Self-Cleans. 

Unique louver design allows 
leaves and debris to blow or 
wash away. 


Protects Property. 

The Rainhandler self-cleaning 
system eliminates clogged, 
overflowing gutters and down- 
spouts. No ground erosion. No 
more destructive ice dams 
from frozen gutters. 


Protects You. PEU 
The Rainhandler self-cleaning W LM 
system protects you from the * ,. j i 
need to climb ladders and A Ry? 
roofs to clean clogged gutters. =, i) v 
M y "M I4 


Prevents Erosion. ; 
Rainoff is converted to a P Yr 
2 to 3 foot wide band of MM, 
soft rain-sized droplets : T ili 
sprinkling the landscaping. | 


Maintains Itself. 

The all-aluminum, j 2 
never-rusting, / 
maintenance-free | i} 
Rainhandler louvers Fg T 
make messy, | 
deteriorating WE 

gutters and / 

downspouts I P 

history. n i 


ip K I 


4 'Beautifies. 


Your Gutters! 


The Rainhandler system is 
practically invisible. No gutters, 
downspouts, leaders or splash 
blocks to detract from the nat- 
ural beauty of your home. 


Installs Easily. 

Each 5-foot section comes with 
3 brackets & 6 screws. Do your 
entire home in 3 or 4 hours. 


Guarantees. 

Rainhandler comes with a 25- 
year manufacturer's warranty. 
Performance satisfaction is 
guaranteed for one full year. 


Phone or Write for | 


| Information 


from Savetime Corp. 
Dept. OH0501 
enue/Bridgeport, CT 06604 


Address 


City 


Zip —______ Phone ( 


) 


mor 
-l 


D Bat f 54 E rom Thel Past x ologi stig 9 | 
Crestive custom design solutions for the beth & kitchen 
BUY DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER AND SAVE! - 
: Special Pricing on - | 
Bathtubs shown in this ad $650 to $850 (fiberglass) 
Many More Great Deals and Designs l 


Comfortable Oversize Claw Foot, 
Double End Tubs and Skirt Tubs 


Toilet/Tank Systems to Give 
» Any Bath an n Antique Look | 


All Brus Heavy Duty Shower Systems 
li CREATE YOUR OWN! 


| ) 
i. 
Double End Tub 66” x 30” | ae 
IT 
i 


3 tub 66" x 30” 


4 E 


€ ait + 
T - > ( 


S i $ 
Tr "Claw foot tub 00" x30". & 66” x30” 
E Designs Faucets, choice of handle & trim. Made to size for old & new Pe f$ : 


max —— Jra — JP-W 199K  PAAKGLP 


En order our FREE 52- -page lor catalog and for more e information call 
|. .. 1-800-697-3871 or fax 1-781-871-8533 _ | 
Baths From The Past 83 East Water street Rockland, Mao 02370. 
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4A ABATRON, INC. 


Since 1959 For FR EE CATALOG Call 1 -800-445-1 754 
Restoration and Maintenance Products 


Specified by the U.S. Government, 
Architects, Builders and other Professionals, 
Abatron Restoration Systems meet and surpass the restoration 
and maintenance standards for wood, stone, concrete, metal, compos- 
ites and other materials. Developed and manufactured by Abatron, 
they are based on epoxies, urethanes, acrylics, vinyls, silicones, 
polyesters and other materials in wide ranges of viscosity, hard- 

ness, flexibility, thermal, chemical and mechanical properties. 


Some of our most popular products: 


Wood Restoration 


WoodEpox: structural adhesive paste and wood substitute, used in 
|Z 


any thickness to fill, add or modify. It can be sawed, carved, machined, ÉZ Z BE [o-- E E 
nailed, sanded, stained, painted. Antique window sash is salvaged, consolidated with LiquidWood and rebuilt with WoodEpox. 


Rotted & infested base of loadbearing column is completely sawed off and replaced with WoodEpox. 


= 


B- | z 


LiquidWood: liquid, penetrating consolidant for restoring strength 
and function to rotted or spongy wood. 


Both LiquidWood and WoodEpox permanently restore structures, 
windows, furniture, columns, frames, statuary, boats and most rigid 
surfaces, and impart water and insect resistance. ; 
* 3 $ 

EUN | E 


Stone, Concrete, Masonry Restoration Consolidation and rebuilding of rotten windowsill with LiquidWood and WoodEpox. 
AboCrete, to permanently repair, resurface fill and bond driveways, 
floors, decks, swimming pools, most damaged rigid surfaces, concrete, 


wood, metal and other surfaces. 


AboWeld 55-1, structural thixotropic paste to permanently repair or 
reshape stairs, statuary and vertical surfaces without forms. 


AboWeld 8005-6: to bond new poured concrete to old concrete and 
other surfaces. 


PITE o SRM GUT T — am `. ERA i : Bin | 
AboCrete, stronger than concrete, bonds permanently & does much more, quickly and for much less money. 


Abodet Series: for structural crack injection, in a wide range of 
viscosities and other properties. 


Moldmaking and Casting Compounds 
MasterMold 12-3: non-toxic polyurethane paste for flexible, large 
and small molds: best for architectural components, column capitals, 
statuary, moldings, decorative and structural elements. Excellent 
elasticity, form retention and number of castings. 


MasterMold 12-8: liquid 12-3 to pour flexible castings. 


WoodCast: light-weight, impact resistant pourable compound for 
interior and exterior castings. 


Structural Adhesives, Protective Coatings, 
Sealants and Metal Repair Compounds 


meeting all kinds of specifications for composites, structural and 
decorative components, indoors and outdoors. 


UN 


MasterMold can reproduce capitals, structural other patterns quickly & cost effectively. 


Metalfix: metal-filled adhesives for high-strength repairs. 
Epotron 5: clear adhesive for laminates. 
AboCoat and Abothane Series: protective coatings for floors, 


walls, tanks, tubs, and boats. Water dispersions, solvent systems or 


; Abolet Abatron dat: in all kinds of build s...in all kinds of acka ing. 
100% solids. Circle no. 228 series for structural crack injection P Te m 


aouse PRODUCTS 


RAILING AGAINST RUST? 
Outdoor wrought-iron work can look 


COVETTING COVES? 


CREATING A STIR 


When you open a can of paint months 
beautiful around an old house until it 


becomes marred by rust and pitted by 
exposure. One of Krylon’s 21 new job- 


after purchase, you know what to ex- 
pect: a deep layer of syrupy vehicle on 
top of thick blobs of pigment. Here’s an 


specific products in its Contractor line alternative to mixing with one of those 


is a wrought-iron paint developed to paint-stirrer sticks: the Twister paint 


restore rails and gates to their original mixer. Mount it to any drill, and its pad- 


gleam without primer. You want to restore the original moulding 
in your parlor, but you don’t look forward 


to the trial-and-error process involved in 


dle-shaped extensions will scrape away 
A special spray tip makes paint solids from the floor of the can. 


it easier to reach those You can buy a one-gallon Twister for 
$4.99, the five-gallon for $6.99. Contact 
Allway Tools, (800) 42 ALLWAY (422- 


5592). Circle no. 15 on the resource card. 


awkward areas. If you cutting coves. Now you can combine com- 


still want to prime and puter technology with your power tools to 
take the guesswork out of making a 19th- 
century pattern. Cove-Cutting Software, 
available on CD for Windows 95/98, shows 
you the profile for any blade tilt angle be- 
tween 0 and 45 degrees and any feed angle 
from 0 to 90 degrees. Then you insert your 
blade diameter and blade type to produce 
a cove profile that you can print out for the 
workshop. You can also combine several 


paint, you can choose a 
rust neutralizer, which 


chemically converts rust 
to a black, waterproof 
primer that protects it 
from future oxidation, 
or a fast-drying gal- 
vanizing primer. Contact 
Krylon at (800) 457- 
9566, or visit www.krylon.com. The profiles to create more complex patterns. 
The price is $29.99. Contact Woodhaven, 


(800) 344-6657, or visit www.woodhaven.com. 


wrought-iron paint is $3.78 a can and 
$22.68 for a six-pack. Circle no. 13 on 


the resource card. Circle no. 14 on the resource card. 


TAKE A DEEP BREATH 


Old houses may “breathe” more than the cron and larger (pet dander, bacteria, fungi, PERTINENT SPECS 


super-sealed structures and pollen), and at = Housing 17 %" tall, 28 16" 
built today. On the least 94 percent of par- wide, 11 7" deep 

other hand, they’re apt ticles as small as .35 * Power requirements 120 VAC, 
to capture dust parti- micron (respirable 60 Hz, .3 amps 


des from ongoing proj- dust). Suggested retail * Comes with 5' grounded 


ects, not to mention price is $700-800 in- plug-in cord 
stalled. Contact Apri- = Shipping weight 35 pounds 


laire at (608) 257-8801, = lonization field attracts airborne 


pollen, mold, or fire- 
place smoke. The new 


Aprilaire electronic air Or visit www.apri- particles to air-cleaning media 
deaner removes 98 per- laire.com. Circle no. » Needs cleaning only once 
cent of particles 1 mi- 16 on resource card. a year 
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Effective — 


Attentio 
Parents: 


PROTECT YOUR CHILDREN 
FROM LEAD PAINT POISONING 


GUARD 


e Makes property lead-safe 
e Easy to apply and use 
e Permanent and affordable 
e Interior and exterior 
e Twenty year warranty 
e Tintable finish 


Circle no. 543 : 
FIBERLOCK. 150 Dascomb Road Andover, MA 01810 978.623.9987 www.fiberlock.com 


Here js the 


catalogue the 


this cati 


OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL 


MAY/JUNE 2001 


you requested 


please save 
alogue! 


CAPITAL CRESTING ^ 


is pleased to announce our new, greatly expanded catalogue. 
If you have ever requested one of our catalogues or brochures before, or 
if you are interested in the most distinctive collection of coordinated 
ironwork accessories available, you'll definitely want our new catalogue. . 


Historic 
Property Owners 
Renovation Contractors 
Commercial Buildings 


You will see the energy savings 
Not the Storm Windows 
Match Any Color 
Match Any Shape 
Inside or Outside Mounted 
Inside or Outside Removable 
Screen and Glass 
Fixed- Magnetic- Sliding- Lift Out 
Unlimited Possibilities 


ALLIED WINDOW, INC. 
2724 W. McMicken Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45214 
(800) 445-5411 (TOLL- FREE) 
(513) 559- 1883 (FAX) 
www. invisiblestorms.com 
“Where custom work is standard" 
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OLDHOUSE - 


RESTORE, RENOVATE AND RENEW YOUR OLD HOUSE. 
LET THE OLD-HOUSE EXPERT TEACH YOU HOW. 


or over 25 years OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL has been teaching old-house 
lovers how to restore, renovate and renew America's old houses. 
Each issue offers encouragement and inspiration with step-by-step, 
how-to information. You'll also find discussions that will feed the old-house 


owners' appreciation of architecture and historic house styles. 


Let the experts take your renovation projects from start to finish with easy-to- 


understand instructions and vivid photography. 


HISTORIC OAK PARK * MAINTAINING GUTTER: 


DHOUSE 
> A RNAL 
eos. | 


*LIGHT] THAT WORKS 
* CLA! ABINETS 
& TILE FLOOR 


Subscribe to OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL today and start renew- 
ing your old house one day at a time. Get a full year's sub- 
scription of six jam packed issues. To subscribe, call 
1.800.234.3797 and charge to MasterCard or VISA, or visit 
our Web site at www.oldhousejournal.com/subscribe. 


www.oldhousejournal.com 
THE SOURCE FOR COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION 
ON RENOVATING AND RESTORING OLD HOUSES FEATURING: 


mproducts & services shard to find answers to old house problems 


mhouse plans mand more 


OLDHOUSE 


JOURNAL 


RENEWING AMERICA ONE HOUSE AT A TIME 


A "Must" Attend Event for 
Those Who Restore or 
Re-Create Period Homes! 


RESTORATION 
&RENOVATION 


Exhibition and Conference 


September 6-8, 2001 March 20-23, 2002 
Fairmont Hotel Hynes Convention Center 
New Orleans, LA Boston, MA 
Supported by 
Preservation Resource Center Our Largest Show Ever! 
of New Orleans and Co-located with 


j I 
thair “Geltabration Event More International Than Ever! 


For more information: www.restorationandrenovation.com 
Email: show@egiexhib.com Tel: 800.982-6247 or 978.664-6455 Fax: 978.664-5822 
Produced by Restore Media, LLC 129 Park Street North Reading, MA 01864 


Minneapolis: A City That Works 


O UNDERSTAND MINNEAPOLIS, you 

must know The Essential Fact: We 

have the coldest winters of any 

large city in the United States. In 

January and February, the mean 
temperature in Minnesota is 14 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Though Minneapolitans live 
at the same latitude as Northern Italy, we 
endure colder Januarys and Februarys than 
two-thirds of Canadians and 96 percent of 
the world’s population. 

The Essential Fact leads many to The 
Erroneous Conclusion: Winter in Min- 
neapolis is so intolerable that no one would 
choose to live here. In reality, our climatic 
severity is the single most important rea- 
son why Minneapolis is a wonderful place 
to live. You see, our weather effectively— 
and brutally—filters out the least resourceful 
people. The organizationally challenged 
simply go away. 

Who’s left? A population of prob- 
lem solvers and cooperators with a can- 
do mindset—that’s the secret of our suc- 


www.oldhousejournal.com 


cess. For several decades, the Twin Cities 
has been the richest of the nation’s 25 largest 
cities. Minnesota ranks No. 2 in longevity, 
No. 1 in high school graduation, No. 2 in 
voter turnout, and No. 50 in unemploy- 
ment. The can-do mindset is displayed in 
every sincerely constructed fiber of Min- 
neapolis’s built environment. We'll see this 
on a tour of our restored 19th- and early 
20th-century homes, right after a dollop 
of commercial architecture. 


Deco Corner 

If you have only an hour or so to spend 
in our vibrant, litter-free downtown—with 
its signature 62 second-storey skyways— 
go to Sixth and Marquette for a three- 
building Art Deco tour. Pop into the lobby 
of the 1928 Dain Tower (by Holabird and 
Root) for a look at sleek sculpture and 
classic zigzag fretwork. Then cross the 
street to the late Deco (1941) Farmers and 
Mechanics Bank, by McEnary and Krafft. 
Pause to examine the noble bas relief on 


: P"The Hennepin Avenue suspension 
bridge leads to Nicollet Island, 
am oasis of 19th=@éntury houses. 


m — 
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Its cold weather has 
shaped both inhabitants 


and architecture. 


BY RICHARD L. KRONICK 


James Noel Smith 
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HISTORIC PLACES 


The Purcell-Cutts House (below) is the most 
famous of Minneapolis’s Prairie Style houses. 
Over the door of the Parker House (right) are 
two hallmarks of Purcell partner George Elm- 

slie: the beam-with-pendants motif and the 
delicately fret-sawn wooden frieze. 


ee er. 7 
Christian Korab / Korab LTD 


— 


the exterior and then enjoy the grand 
banking lobby, maintained in perfect con- 
dition since the day the building opened. 
Finally, cross to Minneapolis's best sky- 
scraper, Cesar Pelli's 1989 neo-Deco Wells 
Fargo Center (originally Norwest Cen- 
ter). Its exterior is best viewed at night 
when the setbacks are dramatized by a 
lighting scheme that mimics the Empire 
State Building. By day, don't miss the 
showcases in the elevator lobby. They dis- 
play selections from the Norwest Collec- 
tion, one of the world's great assemblages 
of early Modernist furniture and decora- 
tive objects. 
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Nicollet Island 
One of the city's oldest and best-restored 
residential districts is Nicollet Island, which 
lies in the Mississippi River, just across the 
Hennepin Avenue bridge from downtown. 
Pause on Merriam Street to admire the 
limestone Nicollet Island Inn (see Historic 
Lodging) and the adjacent Nicollet Island 
Park. The park offers excellent views of St. 
Anthony Falls, the city's original raison 
d'étre. A left on East Island Avenue takes 
you to the island's residential section. 

The Nicollet Island neighborhood, 
saved by residents who doggedly fought 


urban renewal in the 1960s, is a sampler 


of late 19th-century housing situated on 
cozy little streets. You'll find nice exam- 
ples of Greek Revival (101 West Island Av- 
enue, 171, 175, and 185 East Island Av- 
enue), French Second Empire (2-16 Grove 
Street), Italianate (167 Nicollet Street and 
111-113 West Island Avenue), and Queen 
Anne (15-17 Maple Place). 


South Minneapolis 

The following two- to three-hour driving 
tour traverses Minneapolis's south side 
from east to west along the axis of Franklin 
Avenue. Begin one block from the city's 
eastern border at Franklin and Bedford. 
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At 255 Bedford you'll find Frank 
Lloyd Wright's 1933 Willey House, the pro- 
totype for his Usonian Houses. In the 1960s, 
concerned neighbors saved the house from 
interstate highway construction. Then, dur- 
ing the 1990s, a group of craftspeople and 
volunteers restored the house. However, 
there was nothing anyone could do about 
I-94, which roars along in front of the 
house, destroying its view. 

Cross the Mississippi on Franklin 
and go about a mile west to Milwaukee 
Avenue. You'll need to park and walk Mil- 
waukee's two-block length because the 
street is closed to vehicles. That good idea 
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The Art Deco Wells Fargo Center (left) has a dominant 
role in the old-new skyline. The Minneapolis Institute of 
Arts (top) faces Olmsted-designed Fair Oaks Park. Mil- 
waukee Road, two blocks of 1880s brick workers' homes 
(above), is closed to traffic. 


is part of the master plan for this restored 
neighborhood of one-and-a-half-storey 
brick workers' houses in the Eastlake style, 
built in the 1880s by the street's namesake, 
the Milwaukee Road Railroad. 

Continue west on Franklin and turn 
left on Third Avenue. Just ahead is Fair 
Oaks Park, designed by Frederick Law Olm- 
sted. The park's deep gully is a totally ar- 
tificial "natural" feature. Around the park 
are the Minneapolis Institute of Arts and 
an enclave of early 20th-century homes, 
conservatively styled for the city's elite. 
Kitty-corner from the park are two houses 
built for members of the Pillsbury family, 


Historic Lodging 


THE MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The St. Anthony Falls office (612) 697-5433 
leads regular tours of the historic milling district, 
including Nicollet Island. Architecture tours are 
led by the Preservation Alliance of Minnesota 
(612) 341 8140, the Minnesota Chapter of the 
Society of Architectural Historians (952) 
944-0487, the Minneapolis Planning Depart- 
ment (612) 673-2439, and the Minnesota 
Historical Society (651) 296-6126. 


NICOLLET ISLAND INN 

95 Merriam Street, (612) 331-1800, www.nicol- 
letislandinn.com The inn, a carefully renovated 
1893 limestone factory building, is on a Missis- 
sippi River island in the heart of Minneapolis; 
24 rooms. 


EVELO'S BED AND BREAKFAST 

2301 Bryant Avenue South, (612) 374-9656. 
This three-storey 1897 Colonial Revival/Queen 
Anne, designed by William Kenyon, retains its 
richly carved original woodwork and has been 
knowledgeably decorated. The lamps alone are 
worth a visit; 3 rooms. 


1900 DUPONT GUEST HOUSE 

1900 Dupont Avenue South, 
www.travelguides.com/inns/full/MN/9152.html 
(612) 374-1973. A stately brick Colonial Revival 
house in the East Lake of the Isles neighbor- 
hood; decorative elements include a three-storey 
staircase and Arts & Crafts art glass in the 
library; 4 rooms. 


LEBLANC HOUSE 

302 University Avenue NE, 
www.bbonline.com/mn/leblanc/index/html 
(612) 379-2570. A nicely decorated 1896 
Queen Anne/Dutch Colonial near St. Anthony 
Falls, the historic milling district, and Nicollet 
Island; 2 rooms. 


ELMWOOD HOUSE 

1 East Elmwood Place, www.iaxs.net/ - elmwood 
(612) 822-4558. Built in 1887, the turreted, 
fish-scale-shingled house on picturesque 
Minnehaha Creek has a wonderful living room 
with an inglenook fireplace; 2 rooms plus 
2-bedroom suite. 
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nsprBoTIOn- 
"HOM ABOVE. 


HOUSE AND HATTERAS, 


- CERTAINTEED HAS ELEVATED 


THE DESI GN OF CARRIAGE HOUSE 
ROOFING 
MATERIALS 


TO AN ART. 


For A FREE BROCHURE, CALL 


THE CERTAINTEED HOME INSTITUTE 


AT 800-782-8777 or visit Us 


WWW. CERTAINTEED. COM 


iHatteras 
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HISTORIC PLACES 


who made their fortune grind- 
ing flour with power from St. 
Anthony Falls. At 100 E. 22nd 
Street is a suave rendition of the 
Elizabethan country manor, built 
in 1912 by local architects He- 
witt and Brown. The other, at 
116 and designed in 1903 by 
Ernest Kennedy, is the same style 
made more vigorous with rough- 
faced stone. 

Now drive south on Third, 
turn right on Twenty-sixth Street 
and left on Emerson Avenue to 2621. De- 
signed in 1909 by Prairie School architects 
William Purcell and George Feick, this 
house was recently restored with a four- 
color paint scheme that, while not origi- 
nal, is in keeping with their penchant for 
polychrome. The home's simple elegance 
serves nicely as an introduction to your 
next stop. 

Back on Twenty-sixth Street, go west 
to Hennepin, turn right and then left on 
your old friend, Franklin. You are now 
entering the Lake of the Isles neighbor- 
hood, the city's greatest concentration of 
high-quality domestic architecture. Turn 
south on Irving Avenue and make an 
oblique right on Lake Place. At 2328 is 
the Purcell-Cutts House, which from an 
architectural history viewpoint is the most 
important building in Minneapolis. De- 
signed by William Purcell and George 
Elmslie for Purcell and his family, it's a 
showcase for Elmslie's exquisite decora- 
tive designs in sawn wood, stencil on plas- 
ter, and glass, and one of the best exam- 
ples of the Prairie School anywhere. The 
house's owner, the Minneapolis Institute 
of Arts, extensively restored it in the mid- 
1980s. You can take a tour one Saturday 
each month. At other times, you may walk 
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Greg Ryan-Sally Beyer 
Residents of Nicollet Island saved their late 19th- 
century homes from urban renewal in the 1960s. 


around the exterior. 

From the Purcell-Cutts House, con- 
tinue south on Lake Place and turn right 
on Twenty-sixth to Lake of the Isles Boule- 
vard. End your tour by circumnavigating 
the lake and viewing the scores of re- 
markable homes that face it. My favorites 
are the many Arts & Crafts "cottages," such 
as the one by Mark Frazier at 2416 West 
Lake of the Isles Boulevard, with a stucco 
exterior featuring a collection of carefully 
faked flaws. 

If you enjoy your drive around the 
lake, thank the city leaders who imple- 
mented H.W.S. Cleveland's 1883 master 
plan for the Minneapolis park system, 
which encloses the city's 22 lakes. Alexan- 
der Garvin, in The American City: What 
Works, What Doesn't, called it “the best- 
located, best-financed, best-designed, best- 
maintained public open space in Amer- 
ica.” He might have called it the best ex- 
ample you can find of that Minneapolis 
can-do mindset. ih 


RICHARD KRONICK is a writer and architectural 
historian based in Minneapolis. 
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* NOW AVAILABLE IN COMMERCIAL PRE-MIX, 
simply apply - let set - 
one single action. 


and lift away paint in 


* Amazing European discovery turns 
layers of paint into a singlesheet, so it 


LIFTS AWAY INTACT! 


“PEEL-AWAY®” WORKS WONDERS ON 
WINDOWS, WALLS, BRICKS AND FURNITURE* 


You've seen it on TV's "THIS OLD 
HOUSE." You've read about it in 
newspapers and magazines. Now 
here it is, the amazing wonder 
formula that starts to penetrate old 
paint (shellac and varnish, too) IN 
JUST MINUTES! Transforms it into a 
soft, plastic-like film. Then simply let 
set...lift, roll, strip up to 30 coats of 
pam away in a single lift-away action! 
ears of built-up paint, lift away quick 
and easy."PEEL-AWAY®" will also 
remove painted or unpainted wall 
paper. 


And now it's even easier than ever to 
app, because easy to use, "PEEL- 
AWAY®" comes in a NEW READY- 
MIX formula. Ready to use, just coat 
onto practically any painted surface, 
(except on factory baked finishes such 
as cars, washing machines, etc. 
press down special "PEEL-AWAY® 
magic Liftex Strip away cloth. ..let for- 
mula set and adhere to surface and lift 
away old paint. It is as simple and 
easy as that! 


"PEEL-AWAY®" is every home-own- 
ers dream come true. Ideal for indoors 
on walls, windows, furniture, etc.-Plus 
101 outdoor uses too. And it's so eco- 
nomical too. Homeowner's size alone 
gives enough coverage to strip away 
as much as 50 to 80 feet of average 
wall and door trim, window frames, 
furniture, molding, stair railing, 
patio furniture, edging, roof 
gutters...its uses are almost endless! 


So for the new low-cost, super-fast 
way to lift away old paint...lift away 
old varnish and shellac...order your 
"PEEL-AWAY®" today on a full 
money- back guarantee. REMEMBER: 
You must be able to simply 
coat...peel... lift and strip away up to 
30 layers of old paint in a single lift- 
away action...without sanding, scrap- 
ing, chipping or steel wool...or pur- 
chase price refunded in full. Order 
today! 
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MAIL NO RISK COUPON TODAY 


DUMOND CHEMICALS, DEPT. 0HJ-04, 1501 BROADWAY, NY, NY 10036 
Please RUSH the quantity of "PEEL-AWAYG" (in commercial pre-mixed 
formula) checked below. If | am not completely satisfied, | may return for a 
full refund (less postage and handling. of course) 


IN Regular Size (1/2 Gallon) only $14.95 plus S5 postage & handling 


L] Homeowner Size (1 Gallon) only $22.95 plus $7 postage & handling 
YOU SAVE $9.00! 


L] Handyman's Super 5 Gallons Size only $79.50 plus $20 postage & 
handling. YOU SAVE $80.00! 


[C] PEEL-AWAY@ Hardwood #6 (For hardwoods not to be painted after 
stripping). 1 Gallon only $49.95 plus $5 postage & handling 


_ SPECIAL PEEL-AWAY® Hardwood #6, 2 Gallons only $89.90 plus $10 
postage & handling. YOU SAVE $10.00! 


Amount Enc. $ (NY residents add sales tax) No C.0.D’s please 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
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Metal Spirals 


from 


425 


Features: 

eSteel Construction 
«Landing & Rails 

eAll Required Hardware 
einstall Manual & Video 


Options: 
Any Floor-to-Floor Height 
*Diameters 3'6" to 7'0" 


== *BOCA/UBC Code Models 
u 0 " ir = S eCustom Welded Units i& 
EG eAluminum Construction 
: ~ eHot Dipped Galvanizing 
-- Many More Available -- 


7 stai that's right for you.  ' Err 


x All Red Oak Construction 
eLanding & Rails 

*AII Required Hardware 
install Manual & Video 


| | Ej Options: 

2 *Any Floor-to-Floor Height BI 
*Diameters 4'0" to 6'0" 
*BOCA/UBC Code Models 
*Turned Spindles 
eSolid Oak Handrails 
eFinger Groove Rails 
| Many More Available -- 8 


Installation einstallation Manual 
» 

Video featuring Options: i 

"The Furniture Guys" < «Any Floor-to-Floor Height 

: now included with all x rend ü A vt 6 De! 

, : e ode Models ~ 
=e " ` Metal & Oak Spiral *Brass Handrails ; 

pBm. Stair Kits. eCast Scroll Tread Ends 


*"Antique" Baked Finish 
-- Many More Available -- 


The best selection, quality, and prices! 


Since 1931, The Iron Shop has enjoyed a reputation for manufacturer of spiral stair kits, with over one hundred thousand 
outstanding design and fabrication of custom built spiral stairs. satisfied customers worldwide. And our spirals are still made with 
Today, we utilize computer-aided technology throughout our pride in the U.S.A. 


production process to guarantee that each stair meets exacting 


standards successfully mixing state-of-the-art manufacturing Call for the FREE color Catalog, & Price Lists 


with old-world quality. Ask for Ext. OHJO1 
Offering the largest selection, highest quality, and lowest prices or visit our Web Site at www. ThelronShop.com 
in spiral stairs—we make sure that you get the right spiral to meet Mam prant & Showroom: Dept. OHJO1, P.O. Box 547, 400 Reed Road, Broomall, PA 19008 


your needs. This has made The Iron Shop the leading Showrooms / Warehouses: Ontario, CA « Sarasota, FL * Houston, TX * Chicago, IL « Stamford, CT 


THE IRON SHOP" 


The Leading Manufacturer of Spiral Stair Kits® 2000 The Iron Shop 
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We offer a complete line of quality outdoor i Wi 
D È| H | | dui 5 lighting fixtures as well as bollards, ornaments a DE Quartersawn 
4 (1 7+ 51-2) | and mailboxes. Call for a free brochure or 7, Clapboard 
Vintage European Lighting visit us at www.Dahlhaus-Lighting.com p 
s : Authentically Produced 
3 Early American Clapboards 


114 Bedford Ave 2R Brooklyn NY 11211 Tel/Fax 718 599-5413 


Circle no. 539 


Over 100 years of continuous operation by the 
Ward family. Quartersawing produces a verti- 
cal grain which eliminates warping and ac- 
cepts paint and stain easily for extended life 
and beauty. Spruce and pine. Widths from 4- 
1/2" to 6-1/2". Pre-staining available. 


Ward Clapboard Mill 


P.O. Box 1030 
Waitsfield, VT 05673 


Moretown, Vermont Patten, Maine 
(802) 496-3581 (207) 528-2933 


Fax 802-496-3294 


SHOP THE 
FAUX STORE 
24 HOURS 


EVERY DAY! " 
FAUX EFFECTS INC., VERO BEACH, FL 


1-800-270-8871 9 www.aquafinishing.com Circle no. 212 
Circle no. 330 


L. 4 www.OldHouseJournal. com/InfoNow - 


e IN OW All the Product Information You Need ... 


OLDHOUSE 


JOURNAL æ 


... from a Single Location _ 


... Just 2 Clicks to Info Instant Access to Product Information 


Check Out New Products e Find Dealers 


Download Literature e Get in on Special Offers 
View Product Descriptions « View Product Specifications 


www.oldhousejournal.com OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL - MAY/JUNE 2001 99 


^ ds 
there's only 


EVER Been 


For relaxation ; 
of historical proportions... 800-643-3522 


Own an Original. www.pawleys.com 


Circle no. 532 


Crowning beautiful homes throughout the land 
Superior Clay chimney tops are as functional as they are expressive of our 

ideas about the cheer and warmth of the fireside family circle. 

The chimney is a prominent feature of your home, so by making it ornamental 

we add our own personal touch to the character of our home. 

Superior Clay Corporation hand crafts over 40 styles of decorative chimney tops. 


Phone: 740-922-4122 
1-800-848-6166 


http: // www.rumford.com 
P.O. BOX 352 UHRICHSVILLE, OHIO 44683 
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Many Years Ago 
we announced the availability of 
our old-fashioned solid wood 


Architectural Details! 


Now our amazing 192 page 
Master Catalog 
overflows with Victorian & Country 
Gingerbread and other romantic F 
designer details. Over 130 color | 3 
photos of products in use, lots of 
valuable how-to information, and 


192 great pages $3 
(or FREE with | 
Porch Book below!) | 


Architectural Details 
t 


VIS 


Decorations 
were an instant success when 
we began offering designs to fit any 
standard roof pitch. Easy ordering is 
fully explained in our Catalogue. 


Over the Kitchen Sink... 


became a choice location 
as our custom-length 
SPANDRELS brightened your 
rooms and porches! 


Plain Doorways? 
Not since everyone 

discovered our vast 
array of BRACKETS! 


And don't forget our 
elegant & functional 
SCREEN/STORM Doors 
for lasting first 
impressions! 


Bringing Back 
Yesterday in 
Quality & Service! 


PORCHES 


How TO DESIGN. 
Buip & DECORATE 


Also- our 208 page 
Porch Design Book 
How to design, build, and 
decorate your dream porch! 
$695 (Incl. FREE Master Catalog) 


Optional Priority Mail *3 


CO 
Hwy 34 S * PO Box 39 MSC 3911 
Quinlan, Texas 75474-0039 


(903) 356-2158 
www.vintagewoodworks.com 


© VWW 2001 
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EXTERIOR SHUTTERS 


IN CEDAR Before You Consider Custom, 
— ———— . 
Shipped Anywhere = C sur nl - 
Moveable Louvers, fixed arak Bacona 
| ised La | I| oo 
ouvers or raised pane REE COLO 


Custom curved tops. 
Unfinished or painted in 


Plaster: 


1-800-876-6123 
Ask for Dept. 23001 
Hundreds of ready-made curtain styles, fabrics 


and colors to choose from wee plus a great selection 


CURTAINS. 


Weld 


your brand & color. 


Interior Plantations in 
25" and 31%" louvers. 
Hinges and Holdbacks. 


of custom shades! Sho at home and enjo the 
p Joy 


convenience of buying ; mail or phone. 


COUNTRY CURTAINS* 


Dept. 23001, Stockbridge, MA 01262 
www.sendcatalog.com (Dept. 23001) 


4 


Brochures/Prices, call or write: 
SHUTTERCRAFT, 282 Stepstone Hill 
Guilford, CT 06437 (203) 245-2608 


LARSEN 


Plaster-Weld" lets you 


PLASTER 
OVER 


DRYWALL. for your restoration 


Here is a fast, easy way to bond a 


plaster finish to any drywall surface Or reproduc tion 


In a restoration or reproduction, the 

proof is in the details. One mighty 
important detail is your heating sys- 

tem. Radiantec underfloor radiant 

heat is clean, comfortable, and 
energy-efficient. Its also invisible, 

so it never intrudes on your 

homes aesthetics. 


Best of all, Radiantec systems cost 


As simple as it looks. half as much as most radiant sys- 

* Preserves architectural iS tems. They install easily in new and 
Brush, spray or roll on Plaster-Weld to aesthetics = n ne ten JA d comno 
drywall (or any structurally sound * For new construction 5 : : Ar 
surface), then come back with a finish or retrofit nents are engineered to provide 
coat of plaster. It's that simple! Even * Use your existing boiler or years of trouble-free service. 


domestic hot water heater 


painted and papered drywall can be 
resurfaced easily and at less cost than 
installing new drywall. Choose Plaster- Outstanding Support 


Weld for your plaster veneer system. e Free brochure and installation manual 


e Free design assistance 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PRODUCTS CORP. 


(800)451-7593 


"* Radiantec 


FAX (802)626-8045 * Box 1111, Lyndonville, VT 05851 
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RADIANT UNDERFLOOR HEATING 


Porter-Cable’s exclusive 
drywall sanders are now 
available with or 
without dust collection. 


Model #7800 


Model #7801 


~, 


KA 


PROFESSIONAL POWER TOOLS SINCE 1906 
WWW. PORTER-CABLE.COM 


Joe Rizzo, Proprietor Country Road Associates Ltd 
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“AUTHENTIC 19th C. BARNWOOD 
IS MY BUSINESS” 


* FLOORING: Chestnut, Pine, 
Oak & Heart Pine 


* Random widths from 3" - 20" 


* BARNSIDING: faded red, 
silver-gray & brown 


* HAND-HEWN BEAMS: up 
to 13" wide, Random Lengths 


Large quantities available 
Deliveries throughout the USA 


COUNTRY ROAD ASSOCIATES, LTD. 
Open Tues.-Sat. 10 AM - 4 PM 
Sun. & Mon. by appointment 914-677-6041 
Fax 914-677-6532 www.countryroadassociates.com 
We have moved just around the corner to 
63 Front Street, Millbrook, NY 
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We offer the finest pre-engineered pavilions and garden structures, prefabricated and 
shipped throughout the United States and internationally. Call for a complete catalog. 


DALTON PAVILIONS, INC. 


Designers of the finest gazebos & Garden stRUCTURES 
20 Commerce Dr. TELFORD, PA 18969 Tet 215-721-1492 Fax 721-1501 
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PRESSED -TIN 


CEILINGS 
& CORNICES 


6",12" & 24” PATTERNS 
COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL 


Adds elegance to any room 
SEND $1 FOR A BROCHURE 


CHELSEA 
DECORATIVE METAL Co. 


9603 MOONLIGHT DR., DEPT OH1 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77096 


713/721-9200 


FAX 713/776-8661 


http://thetinman.com 
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* Mortise & Tenon Construction ee 


* Fine Grained Western Red Cedar 


* Forged & Wrought Iron Hardware 
* Decorative Panel Cut-Outs 10+ Styles 


* Overlap Edge Rabbeting 
* 18 Standard Styles Plus... 


Cal for your catalog 


Vixen Hill + Dept# OHJ Main Street Elverson, Pa. 19520 


Circle no. 109 


available on-line. 
To request a catalogue, 
For place an order, 


telephone: 1-800-638-5619. 


Explore a world of lighting at: 
WWW.LUMINARIALIGHTING.COM 


Circle no. 534 


www.oldhousejournal.com 


Wide Plank Flooring 


Beautiful Antique Flooring, 
Barnwood Flooring, Rich & 
Rare Hardwood Flooring are 
among the many choices in our 
new catalog. Call for your copy 
or a Sample Kit today. 


THE JOINERY Co? 


1-800-726-7463 
820 Fountain St., Tarboro, NC 27886 
www.joinery.com 
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DON’T PAINT YOUR 
RADIATORS 


Paint drastically reduces the efficiency of steam & hot 
water radiators and wood enclosures are poor heat 
conductors 

Affordable Ace Radiator Enclosures... 


* Offer durability of steel with baked enamel finish in 
decorator colors 


* Keep drapes, walls & ceilings clean 
@ Project heat out into the room 


FREE Estimates 
arsco FREE Heat Efficiency Catalog 


Manufacturing Co., Inc. 
3564 Blue Rock Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45247 


Write or Phone 
1-800-543-7040 Toll-Free 
1-513-385-0555 in Ohio (Collect) 
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= 
SINCE 
1917 
SHELDON SLATE PRODUCTS CO., INC. 


SHELDON SLATE is a family owned 
business with four generations of ex- 
perience. We mine and manufacture 
our own slate products from our own 
quarries, The range of our colors will 
compliment any kitchen or bath. Our 
slate is heat resistant, non-porous and 
non-fading. It has a polished/honed 
finish and is very low maintenance. Let 


us help you design and build a custom 
sink, countertop Or vanity. Custom Sinks and countertops can be crafted in a 


inquiries are handled through the variety of ways. Use your imagination, or 
Monson, Maine division. we can assist you in your design. 


PRODUCERS OF SLATE FLOOR TILE, FLAGGING, STRUCTURAL SLATE AND ROOFING, MONUMENTS AND SLATE SINKS 
Monson * Maine 04464 * 207-997-3615 * Middle Granville « New York 12849 * 518-642-1280 * FAX 207-997-2966 
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Hardware 


oRestoration 
“Brass, Bronze, Nickel, Pewter 


crc ~ 


We are specialists in the 
restoration of antique metal 
hardware including 
doorknobs, backplates, 
hinges, window pulls and 
locks, lighting fixtures, and 
other decorative pieces. 


| 
b R WilmellePlaters 
Over 60 years experience 
in restoring antique metal. 


Send us your hardware 
for free estimate. 


127 GREEN BAY ROAD 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091 
847.251.0187 
FAX 847.251.0281 
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Clean your old house easily -- 
without chemicals! 


Ladybug Vapor Cleaner 
Cleans everything using only hot, 
“dry,” environmentally sound 
steam, saving time and $$. 


e Remove wallpaper 


* Clean walls, floors, ceilings, 
tile/grout, upholstery, showers, 


windows, ovens/stoves, decks, 
grills, vehicles, pet areas, etc. 
e Sanitize and remove odors 


978-544-8347 
www.neebs.org 
New England Exotic Bird 
Sanctuary, Inc. 
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: Gables, plus 
- brackets and 
posts,makes 
your home 
£ t intoa 

à iim U Victorian 
- t masterpiece 
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may also custom 
iv own doors from 


S. pandrel, 
grilles and 


fretwork help 
give your 
rooms the 
graceful look 
of yesterday. 


Send $5.00 for 
full-color catalog 
with hundreds 

products 


9, Carlisle PA17013 © Depr.203 
indwoodcraft.com 


les F 
= 1-800°367-1884 23) 
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Direct Style 


Custom period-styled cabinetry, 
handcrafted to the finest quality. 


* Genuine Old Fashioned Milk Paint 
* Flush inset doors and drawers 


* Period appropriate styles 
Available direct from us, to you. 


Period. 


Victorian-influenced style, in custom-blended Milk Paint and i BO 
N ) 
IET CROVNBOINT 
For more details on this kitchen, please visit our web site: — | Period styling. 
www.crown-point.com | Handcrafted to the finest quality. 
153 Charlestown Road * Claremont, NH * 03743 
Phone: 800-999-4994 * Fax: 800-370-1218 


Salter Industries 


The Best Value in Spiral Stairs 


BUY FACTORY DIRECT 


* Job Delivery Coast to Coast 
© Save 30% to 50% 
© Quick Ship on Stock Stairs 


Diameters 3'6" to 7' 


Stairs available 
in steel, aluminum 
and solid wood. 


call now 


P0. Box 183 610 831-1211 


Eagleville, PA 19408 for a free brochure 


www.salterspiralstair.com 
Circle no. 193 


Restored With Love... 


for the Warmth of your Home 
6 the Heart of your Kitchen 
World’s Largest Inventory—Always Changing * 
www.goodtimestove.com f 
Ask for Sara, the Stove Princess 
Toll Free 888 282-7506 


Conversions to Gas & Electric Available to All Models © 
Museum & Showroom Open by Appointment 


Ask for Sara, 
the Stove Princess 


Prop. Stove Black Richardson and his beautiful daughter, Sara, the Stove Princess 
Circle no. 160 
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TIN ROOF 


RESTORATION 


The Space Age Solution 
for Weatherproofing 
Historic Roofs 


Acrymax" Coatings and 
Systems help you restore, 
beautify, and protect a 
variety of historic roof 


^. 


Endless relaxation begins 
with endless hot water. 


types, as well as masonry 
and stucco walls. A long- 
lasting, environmentally 
safer alternative to other 


With the AquaStar, water than a convention- systems. Acrymax systems are easy to apply and 
you'll never run out of a al tank heater, it costs far come in a variety of colors. Call today for a free 
hot water again. The e. Which brochure on the Acrylic system tough enough 

tankless d. sign heats to stop leaks cold. 
dem PRESERVATION 
2? PRODUCTS, Inc. 


Protecting America's heritage, 
one landmark at a time. 


1-800-553-0523 


221 Brooke Street * Media, PA 19063 
610-565-5755 © Fax: 610-891-0834 


www.preservationproducts. com 
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The One Day Deck" 


START & FINISH YOUR PROJECT THE SAME DAY! 


Restore or Prepare Protect the same day u 
with the appropriate with Wet-wood Friendly 
Bio-Wash’ Product... Natural Deck Oil 


g — Pd 
manufacturing products our children can live with’ e www.biowash.com 


1-800-663-9274 
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Grills: 
Brass & Iron 
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Two catalogs available: 
200 reproduction lights...Catalog $2.00 
1,000's of items 
Reproduction hardware...Catalog $2.00 


Amenscax Mome Suppr 


191 Lost Lake Lane 
Campbell, CA. 95008 
Phone: 408-246-1962 
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Direct 


— 
J 


, 
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www. crown-point. com 


Design 


We have designers on staff to 
work directly with you on your 


period sensitive project. 


We build the finest quality hand- 


crafted custom cabinetry. 


We deliver directly to you. 
* Direct design. 


* Direct quality. 


* Direct to you. 


Period. 


AN ARTS & CRAFTS INTSRPRETATION IN 


NHSRRY, WITH SVR CRAFTSMAN DOOR. (CROWNDBOINT 


For more details on this kitchen, please visit our web site: 


| Period styling. 


153 Charlestown Road * Claremont, NH * 03743 Pendent ts Hali qual 
Phone: 800-999-4994 * Fax: 800-370-1218 


Antique Flooring... and other 
18th & 19th century building 
materials salvaged from old 
houses, grist mills and barns; 
plus... 


Resawn Long Leaf Yellow 
Pine & Oak Random Width 
Flooring up to 13" 


Sylvan Brandt 


www.sylvanbrandt.com 


651 East Main St., Lititz, PA 17543 
(717) 626-4520 
Fax: (717) 626-5867 
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CEILINGS PLUS 


The Elegance and Beauty 
of Yesterday for Today! 


Exact replicas of the beautiful old 
tin ceilings are now available in 
durable, lightweight, high impact 
polymer plastic. They are easy to 
install, paintable and washable. 
Available in fire-rated materials and 
colors. Several patterns from which 
to choose. Please write or call: 


SRelling’s 
Thermo Vac 


P.O. Box 210, Blanchard, LA 71009 
Office (318) 929-7398 


FAX (318) 929-3923 
Website: www.ceilings-plus.com 
Persea 
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HIGH-PERFORMANCE e= > 
STAINBLOCKING... = 


PIGMENTED 


without lingering solvent odors! 


When the job calls for the high-powered performance of an oil-based stainblocker 
but odor levels are a concern, use KILZ° ULTRA® It's specially formulated to block 
some of the toughest stains left by water, smoke, grease, crayon and ink — yet it 
doesn't leave high odor levels of its own. And like all KILZ PRIMERS it has a 
quick-dry formula that helps you finish the job quickly. 

For over 25 years, do-it-yourselfers and contractors alike have trusted their 
surface prep to KILZ BRAND PRIMERS. To find out more about KILZ ULTRA or 
any of the KILZ stainblocking primers, call 1-800-325-3552 or visit our web site at 
www.kilz.com. 


Kitz) 


Primers fox every job! 


©2001 Masterchem Industries, Inc. 
Imperial, Missouri 
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STOP PEST BIRDS! 


with BIRD-B-GONE INC.'s 
full line of Bird Control Products ! 


* Spike Systems 
* Bird Netting 
* Ultrasonics 
* Bird Ge 
e Goose-B-Gone 
and MORE ! 


Guaranteed Solutions for all 
Pest Bird Problems ! 


BirdeBeGone, Inc. 
Ph (9491172731 22 Call 1-800-392-6915 


949)472-3 
Bao dido For FREE Samples 


email: nobirds@birdbgone.com and In rmation 
www.birdbgone.com — p 
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The MS-2000 


Portable Miter Saw Stand, 
Still the Best! 


Our customers speak for our tools! 


“I bought my MS-2000 three years 
ago, the first time I saw one. Since then 
all of my friends have bought one too. 
It has paid for itself at least a thousand 
times over. I am ready to buy a second 
one for my help."—7:H., Bremerton, WA 


TROJAN 


Call now for a free Catalog! 
1-800-745-2120 
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Ole Fashion 
Things 


PLUMBING SUPPLY 


Bath-Shower Enclosures 
Tub Faucets & Accessories 
Plumbing Hardware for Clawfoot Tubs 


Showroom Hours: Tues.-Sat. 10am-6pm CST 
402 SW Evangeline Thrwy, Lafayette, LA 70501 


Free Catalog 1.888.595.BATH (2284) 
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Direct 
Craftsmanship 


Handcrafted period-style custom 


cabinetry. 


* All wood construction 


* Dovetail drawers 


* Mortise and tenon joinery 


* Oven baked finish 


Furniture quality cabinetry, 


available direct from us, to you. 


Period. 


Shaker-inspired Cherry cabinetry 
with Barnstead doors and Autumn Brown finish. 


For more details on this kitchen, please visit our web site: 


CROWNDOINT 


153 Charlestown Road * Claremont, NH * 03743 Period styling. i 
Phone: 800-999-4994 e Fax: 800-370-1218 Handcrafted to the finest quality. 
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ischer & Jirouch has been hand-crafting 
plaster ornaments by the same 

methods for nearly 100 years. We use #4 
only traditional plaster in replicas of 
our 1,500 designs from a variety of 
periods. Architects, tradespeople, and 
do-it-yourselfers rely on our pieces to enhance 
their exterior and interior projects. We also offer 
custom reproduction. 


Hand-crafted Fischer & Jirouch ornaments are 
as easy to work with as wood and authentic 
throughout. Send for our 144-page catalog ($10 
US, $15 Canadian). No credit cards. 


We ship UPS only (no P.O. boxes) 
Canadian orders in U.S. dollars 


THE FISCHER & JIROUCH CO. 
4821 Superior Ave. * Cleveland, Ohio 44103 
Tel. (216) 361-3840 FAX (216) 361-0650 


Come visit us at www.fischerandjirouch.com 
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StairRods.com 


Deluxe European 
STAIR RODS 
for Use with 
Carpet Runners 
on Stairs 


Free 2nd Day Delivery - Low Prices 
Satisfaction Guaranteed - 100s of Choices 


www.stairrods.com 


aL RADIATOR 
STELENCLOSURES 


FOR HOMES, OFFICES, CHURCHES, INSTITUTIONS 


BUY FACTORY DIRECT & SAVE * EASY TO ASSEMBLE 
MANY STYLES & COLORS * BAKED ENAMEL FINISH 


Send ‘1.00 for Brochures. Refundable with Order. 


MONARCH Dept OHJ 


P.O. Box 326, 111 Kero Rd. 
Carlstadt, N.J. 07072 (201) 507-5551 


HARDWARE PLUS 


RESTORATION e> RENOVATION 
HARDWARE 


VISIT OUR NEW ON-LINE COMMERCE SITE AT www.oldtyme.com 


OR CALL 888-OLD-TYME FOR A FREE HARDWARE PLUS CATALOG 
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Use genuine Durham's 
Rock Hard Water Putty 
to fill cracks, crevices, 
joints, knots, and nail 
holes. You can saw, 
chisel, polish, color, 
and mold it too. Sticks 
and stays put — will not 
shrink. Only original 
Durham's offers lasting 
satisfaction. 


STICKS, STAYS PUT 
WILL NOT SHRINK 


Durham's 

permanently 

adheres in wood, 

plaster, and tile. Ideal 

for use by woodworkers, 

painters, electricians, and 

carpenters. Available 

through hardware, 

lumber and building material dealers, and 
paint distributors from coast to coast. 


Donald Durham Co. 
Box 804-HJ, Des Moines, IA 50304 
http://www.waterputty.com 
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CE YOU CAN AFFORD 


G'S 
CHANDELIER CO. 


$5 FOR A COLOR CATALOG SHOWING 
OVER 100 OF OUR CHANDELIERS 

TRADITIONAL, & SCONCES 
ALL CRYSTAL A 
VICTORIAN 
GAS LIGHT 
REPRODUCTIONS 
OF ALL SIZES 


ORDER 

FACTORY DIRECT 
AND LET US SHIP TO 
YOU OR VISIT 

OUR SHOWROOM 


PO Box 667, Dept OJ, 
Epen NC 27289 
336-623-6188 CRYSTAL@VNET.NET 
WWW.CHANDELIER.COM 
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California Arts & Crafts Tiles BB Art Deco Tiles 
Custom Ceramic Tiles & Murals 


Historic Reproductions sw Traditional Patterns 
Coordinated borders m Quadrats # Corner blocks 


Everything You 
Expect From 


OLD-HoUSE JOURNAL... 
And More 


Dedicated to restoring Concrete Waterproofing 


America's treasured old by Crystallization 
Can be applied when 


houses, OLp-HousE JOURNAL Concrete is Wet or Damp 


Used by professionals worldwide! 
Now available for do-it-yourself application 


For information call: 888 443 7922 
E-mail: infoexypex.com 


Online is your best source for 


restoration and renovation 


Designs In Tile: 
products, how-to informa- Box 358 e Dept J + Mt Shasta + CA + 96067 
CHEMICAL CORPORATION 530/926-2629 Color Brochure $3. 


tion, house plans, industry 


www.designsintile.com 
Country Tiles W Custom Murals lil Folk Tiles 


news, and community chat. Circle no. 422 Circle no. 145 


Wl Victorian Transfer Tiles in the Anglo-Japanese Style B Persian Revival Tiles B Art Nouveau Tiles Bg 


www.hi-dry.com 


ll sent uopie» Buuds g siusurjo^ea pouoa W sont oras ues20koa uen gc SILL NLO ueuoiorA | | 


100% RECLAIMED - Kiln - Dried 


The Brickyard 
P.O. Box A 
Harrisonville, MO 64701 CHESTNUT 
816-380-3366 | 
Ask for Kevin 


Build With Pieces of History 
Now available in very limited quantities- 
Authentic decades-old unused clinker brick. 
Due to changes in brick manufacture, when 


WGDDWCRKING 
tese are gone there won't be any more 6 ANTIQUE * 


price list, color photos and sample brick. FLGORING CO. 


Also available-wire cut solid brick. 


ANTIQUE WIDE BOARD FLOORING 
and Remilled Tongue 6 Grooved Flooring 
IN BEAUTIFUL RARE CHESTNUT 
G Oak, White Pine, Heart Pine, Hemlock, 
FURNITURE Grade ANTIQUE LUMBER 


<www.oldhousejournal.com> 


BOB FRIEDMAN 
West Cornwall, CT 06796 
Phone 860/ 672-4300 - Fax 860/ 672-2441 
Email chestnut@skybridge.com 
Web www.chestnutwoodw 'orking.com 


á Enhe Ika d p rsen 


733 Eleventh Avenue South * Wahpeton, ND“ 58075 


1-800-527-9064 Fax 701-642-4204 
E-Mail: info Gcinderwhit.com 


Website: www.cinderwhit.com 
Wood Turnings for Porches & Stairways . . 
Stock or Custom Designs ¥ Visit our website: 


Authentic Replications 


FreeBrowre — DII www.chestnutwoodworking.com 


Hanley-Wood, LLC Circle no. 263 
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DESIGNER DOORS 


PIONEERING POSSIBILITIES 


Circle no. 144 


Masonry Fireplaces 
For The 21st Century 


ISOKZ1N 


Fireplaces 
A PRODUCT dors Se der 


Nation Wide Dealers: 1-800-642-2920 
Visit Us At www.isokern.net 


ISOKERN* - The leader in pyromasonry with over 50 years experience 
in modular masonry fireplace and chimney production. All ISOKERN® 
products are tested to strict UL safety standards and are labeled and 
listed for close clearance installations. Safe and efficient. Quick and 
affordable. ISOKERN*is the choice for your masonry fireplace require- 
ments. Look for ISOKERN* Standard, Vent-free and Outdoor Units. 
ISOKERN®...The Fireplace Of Choice. 


Circle no. 547 


s * Cast bronze or aluminum 
D * All sizes from medallion to road signs 
ESTING AQIS * Graphics and logos 
* Discounts to Historical Societies 


* Time Capsules 
* Custom wording from $78 
* National Register plaques from $35 


Rush service available ¢ Satisfaction Guaranteed 


FREE BROCHURE Visit our Internet site at 
Call: 800-874-7848 http://www.erielandmark.com 
Fax: 703-758-2574 

Erie e-mail: 

erielc 9 aol.com 
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JOHN BERN 
RD CUSKrI Ly. 


ERIE LANDMAHK COMPANY 
14110 Sullyfield Circle, Suite 100 
Chantilly, VA 20151-1681 
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Replace that old roof 
ud something tilish. 


Want the beautiful 
look of tile without 
the weight? Met-Tile 


is just a fraction 
of the weight of 
most roofing tiles; 
so you can get 
the tilish topping 
you love, with 
no need for costly 
truss reinforcement. What's more, our tile-look 
panels often install right over the existing roof. 
Met-Tile protects against the elements, too, 
with an unbeatable 230+ mph wind rating. 
Superior resistance to fire, moisture, hail, earth- 
quakes, corrosion and rot. Snow shedding. And 
energy efficiency. All in 10 designer colors. 
Contact: Met-Tile, Inc., P.O. Box 4268, Ontario, CA 
91761; phone (909) 947-0311; fax (909) 947-1510; 
e-mail met-tile@met-tile.com. 


MET-TILE 


www.met-tile.com 
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REPAIR ROTTED WOOD 


* Convenient & easy to use 

* Dual Cartridge for quick, error-free mixing 

* Tool into desired shape in seconds 

Advanced Polymer out-performs 
conventional epoxy wood fillers 

e Specifically designed for the Professional 
Restoration Contractor 


For free product brochure call today 
Available at select paint stores or by calling la 
607-264-9040 


O Advanced Repair Technology 


P.O. Box 510, Cherry Valley, NY 13320 + 607-264-9040 e www.advancedrepair.com 


Circle no. 428 


E The definitive source 
] for classic antique 
| and new longleaf 


(888) 488-PINE 


southernwoodfloors.com 


SOUTHERN 
WOOD FLOORS 


: Antique longleaf heart 


pine rescued from 19th 
century buildings. 


New Southern heart 
pine grown in 
managed pine 
plantations. 


B. For floors, walls, 


ceilings, stairs 
: 
and cabinets. 


Circle no. 541 


The Industry's Most Complete Selection Of: 
e Vintage Home Decorating Accessories 
* Period Furniture & Door Hardware 
e Reproduction Furniture Kits 
* Tools, Supplies & More 
* Corbels & Moldings 
e Lamps 


PAS, ; 
- ey : A n 
T MARS WI 


/ 


AS 


^w 


VAN DYKE’'S 
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Comms me. 
N 


ANY SIZE 
STEEL * ALUMINUM 


WOOD BRASS "T . d You Can Have 


STAINLESS 


Shipped in a Complete N | 1 Yo u r C d k e 


$425 up BENT and Eat It Too 


Stock for Fast Shipping 
Free Brochure 


713-680-3110 ; For Houses 


Toll Free 4 : 
1-800-231-0793 NL That Look 
Fax 1-713-680-2571 4166 Pinemont A 
www.stairwaysinc.com Houston, TX 77018 But Live 


GLASS INTERIOR 
Storm Windows à : 
Now available for just $8.95 at 

* Reduce heating & cooling bills up to 3096 ior book Z ds 

+ Maintain the charm & beauty of your major bookstores, newsstands 


existing windows and speciality retailers or via mail $ 
* Eliminate drafts completely ol rder at 800.931.2931 Complete Blueprints Available For Every Design! 
* Greatly reduces outside noise ME cs g 
* Custom sizes 
* Perfect for enclosing screen porches OLDHOUSE 
* Easy no tool snap in & out 


JOURNAL 


RENEWING AMERICA ONE HOUSE at a TIME 
WINDOW SYSTEMS 


the better alternative www.oldhousejournal.com 


1-800-743-6207 * FAX (860) 651-4789 
15 Herman Drive , Simsbury, CT 06070 
www.stormwindows.com 


l Restore-Refinish-Protect 
THE A TEXAS * om p A ) With these money-saving, professional 
IRON FENCE 6 fATb CO, e quality systems from X-I-M 


Edu 7 VT pubs 
scam of Iron " Mi m estratan 
(rates, Beds, and Railings ee sym ts you restore 


copper & brass to desired patina, then lock it in for 


oy x CUN Y long-term protection. 
* ET al w ł 


* Easy to use Stops oxidation * Cleans, treats & protects 


4 T á o ; l 
EEES - T e Tile Doc: 


X Porcelain & Tile Refinishing 
| RPM | Ia Acrylic epoxy finish for tubs, sinks, showers 
: i hi | t ik wa e oa and more! Proven to hold up 
Ai pee ee, Š A SOL) to hot, soapy water. Don't replace 
/ CATALOG $4.00 $ 4 t (ax) your porcelain & tile-just refinish! 
yx MANY STYLES r d z 4 < Long term protection & durability 
4 A d * Get "like new" finish at a 
WE SHIP ANYWHERE fraction of the cost! 

CUSTOM DESIGN AVAILABLE The Finest in Victorian, 


3 www.TexaslronFence.com 


Turn-of-Century and Water-based, Acid Etching Cream 
Arts & Crafts Lighting Safe for porcelain & tile-use with 


Request our 32-page catalog Tile Doc for complete refinishing. 
Engineered alternative to sanding 
ROY ELECTRIC CO., INC. * Won't leave surface scratches 
22 Elm Street, Westfield NJ 07090 e Works in minutes * Reusable e Water soluble 
(908) 317-4665 FAx (908) 317-4629 


Box 9 Decatur, TX 7623476234 Visit our Showroom Liao. 
940-627-27 1 Bok 940-627-7] 84 Fax | www.westfieldnj.com/roy 1169 Bassett Road, Westlake, Ohio 44145 


www.ximbonder.com 
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(800) 262-8469 
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WOOD SCREEN DOORS 


90 STYLES 
ANY WOOD 
ANY SIZE 


ANY COLOR 


FREE CATALOG 


CIRO C. COPPA 


1231 Paraiso Ave. 
San Pedro, CA 90731 


310/548-4142 


www.coppawoodworking.com 


Circle no. 137 


LIBERTY CEDAR 


EXTERIOR WOOD PRODUCTS 


WESTERN RED CEDAR * DOUGLAS FIR 
REDWOOD e CYPRESS « MAHOGANY 


Roofing « Siding * Decks « Trim 


TAPERSAWN SHAKES ?/8" x 18" 


Roofing for historic projects a specialty 


HIP & RIDGE CAP 
STOCK & CUSTOM FANCY CUTS 


CUSTOM ORDERS WELCOME 


325 LIBERTY LANE 
WEST KINGSTON, R.I. 02892 
800-88CEDAR 401-789-6626 

FAX 401-789-0320 


www.libertycedar.com 
WE SUPPORT SUSTAINABLE & RENEWABLE 


RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 


Circle no. 457 


A beautiful metal roof that will 


never need painting 


.. and it’s 
maintenance free! 


This North Carolina house has recently been roofed 
with TCS IIP, a stainless steel sheet coated with a 
revolutionary new alloy that makes it maintenance 
free. And it will never need painted! 

As it weathers, this new roof will take on an 
attractive gray tone. It will withstand the most severe 
corrosive conditions, even in the coastal area where 
it is located. 


TCS II is produced by Follansbee, who also 
makes TERNE II? , successor to the “old tin roof". The 
original Terne can be seen on thousands of homes 
throughout the Eastern United States. Many of these 
roofs have been in service for over 100 years. Like 
the original, TERNE II must be painted, thus allowing 
the owner to choose any color desired. 


If you would like additional information about 
these remarkable metals, call us toll-free at 
800-624-6906. 


FOLLANSBEE 


FOLLANSBEE STEEL - FOLLANSBEE, WV 26037 
FAX 1-304-527-1269 


Visit us on our Website: 
www.follansbeeroofing.com 


One of many of thousands 
of homes in America with 


these roofs were installed 
before the beginning of 
the last century and are 


Our E-Mail address 
folrfg@lbcorp.com 


an “old tin roof". Many of [ 


still in service. x 


Circle no. 93 


www.oldhousejournal.com 


OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL - 


MAY/JUNE 2001 


Architectural Grille 


Custom Designed Fabricated & Finished 


* Perforated Grilles 

* Bar Grilles 

* Curved Grilles 

* Custom Gratings & Logos with Waterjet 
STOCK SIZES AVAILABLE 


Materials : Aluminum, Brass, Bronze, Steel and 
Stainless Steel 


Finishes : Mirror Polish, Satin, Statuary Bronze, Primed, 
Anodized Colors and Baked Enamel Colors 


Call for FREE Catalog! 


Division of Giumenta Corporation 
77 14th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11215 
Tel: 718-832-1200 / Fax: 718-832-1390 / 1-800-387-6267 (outside NY only) 
Web: www.archgrille.com / E-Mail : ag@archgrille.com 


Decorators” 
ALUMI BALUSTERS 


www.deckorators.com 1-888-662-3325 
Circle no. 76 Circle no. 398 


» » » 
T 4 VIVE TU d D UVa DUIC 


s The High Speed Sander 
æ A3 in 1 Power Tool attachment is 
; " TWICE as fast as 
Strips, Sands and Grinds most surfaces 


conventional sanders 


TM while collecting the debris 
O O | D O G into a vacuum system. 
Can be l 
Strips 1 sq. foot of l z 


| used for 
cracking and peeling paint lead paint 
in 15 seconds. removal 


d 7” High Speed 
, Sander 


The Grinder Accessory 
can be used for grinding 
metal surfaces 


Paint Stripper 


The Paint Stripper Accessory strips 
1 sq. foot of paint in 15 seconds while 
collecting debris into a vacuum system. 


4.5" Grinder 


SANDER VAC È 


A Dust Free Sander for all 
Indoor and Outdoor Surfaces 


American International Tool Ind., Inc. 
Tel. 1-800-932-5872 © (401) 942-7855 * E-mail aittool@aol.com 


Visit us on the web: 


WWW.AITTOOL.COM 
Circle no. 117 
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i REAL ESTATE 


ANTIQUEREALESTATE.COM — “We shape 
our dwellings, and afterwords our dwellings 
shape us.” — Winston Churchill, We are 
Specialists in marketing antique real estate on 
the Internet. The key to your dream is here. 


"BRICK HOUSE” — ca 1827. Flemish bond 
front. Magnificent mantels. Corbelles facia. 


Beautiful driveway. 9 acres. 4 bedrooms. SPOTLIGHT HOUSE 

4318+/- feet. 2 car garage. 50 x 32 barn. 96 x 

23 commercial building. $329,000 Dave LONG BEACH PENINSULA, WA. — An 1889 Victorian Farmhouse on 
memi E unes MaD sangu the State Historic Register, lovingly updated, currently operating as a 
mig et Apoa | B&B; 2800 sq. ft.; 4+ bedrooms/5 Baths, deck, enclosed sunporch, 


perennial gardens, a separate innkeepers quarters and extra large 2 
cracteriloen fir ren amd dieso oiiaii. car garage all on almost one acre. Close to the Pacific Ocean and 
igs A variety of -styles o d Variety of planes Willapa Bay. $410,000 as a turnkey operation, fully furnished with 
from renovation projects to completed man- antiques and primitives. The house would also make a lovely private 
sions. On the web at: home with guest cottage and would be priced accordingly. 
www.historicproperties.com www.whalebonehouse.com, 1-888-298-3330. 


HISTORICPROPERTIES.COM - the online 


NEWBURY, NH — "WELLSWEEP" historic NEWTON, KS — 1922 red brick Prairie-Style 
property — Stone Barn & Milkhouse, Circa home, 3,700 sq. ft., decorative ceilings, oak 
1915. 5 bedroom house w/bell; beautiful woodwork, red tile roof. Must be relocated. 
mountain and lake views. B&B potential. Lake Lots available in same neighborhood. NEARLY 
access and 7 acres. Adjacent to John Hay FREE. (316)284-6200. www.newton.k2.ks.us. 
Wildlife Estate. Contact M. Brodie, at Ted 

Wayland Real Estate, Phone: (603)763-9913 

or Fax (603)763-4202. Price: $765,000. 


ST. JOSEPH, MO - 1910 home built in the 
Neo-Classical Style. Interior features 9 bed- 
rooms and 4-1/2 baths. A breath-taking spiral 
staircase opens to first and second floor with 
marble flooring and iron railing with red vel- 
vet topping. Needs TLC. $175,000. Glenda Ide, 
Re/Max of St. Joseph, Inc. 

(816) 233-2300, ext.153. 


.oldhouserourmmal.co 


WASHINGTON BORO, WARREN COUNTY, 
NJ - 1897 Victorian, Quasimodo turret, wrap 
around porch, stained glass throughout, lots of 
gingerbread, original pristine woodwork, 3 sets 
pocket doors, 2 staircases, 2 decadent 2001 bath- 
rooms, super modern kitchen, a Victorianophiles 


dream come true. $199,900.00. Owner 
908-638-5600. 

FLOORING | 
WIDE PLANK FLOORING - Random widths, 
long lengths. New and reclaimed woods, select 
and rustic grades. The appropriate choice for 


the restoration of any period. 
www.countryplank.com 


ANTIQUE FLOORING — Antique barnwood 
flooring and planks, oak and pine. Free 
brochure. Carlson’s Barnwood Company, 
www. Carlsonsbarnwood.com Call 


1-800-734-5824. 


PRESERVATION CARPENTRY - Conservation, 
reconstruction, and restoration of pre-20th 
century buildings. Practical millwork, framing 
and historic site-work. Emphasis on hand-tool 
use. Two years. Workshops also available. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Accredited 
member ACCSCT. NORTH BENNET STREET 
SCHOOL, 39 North Bennet St. Boston, MA 
02113. (617) 227-0155. www.nbss.org. 


EVERYONE DREAMS IN COLOR - For twenty 
years, our exterior color schemes have made 
dreams come true. The Color People, 2231 
Larimer Street, Denver, CO 80205. 
800-541-7174. www.colorpeople.com. 


ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES — Thoughtful 
and knowledgeable architectural preservation 
services that meet owners' needs and respect 
their buildings. Consultations and full services: 


building assessments, research, technical assis- 
tance, design, architectural services for restora- 
tion, conservation and addition. The Office of 
Allen Charles Hill, AIA, Historic Preservation & 
Architecture, 2 Lisa Drive, Woburn, MA 01801. 
781-376-9236. 

Web: http:/ /home.att.net/ —allen.hill. 
historic.preservation/ 


avit arn OHNE 


ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY 
School of Architecture, Art and 
Historic Preservation 

One Old Ferry Road 

Bristol, RI 02809 

1-866-264-9767 
admit@alpha.rwu.ed 
www.rwu.edu 


EDUCATION | 


€ 


ALGONQUIN COLLEGE OF APPLIED ARTS & 
TECHNOLOGY 

Become a skilled restoration craftsperson in 
Heritage Carpentry or Heritage Masonry. 
Contact the Centre for Canadian Heritage 
Trades & Technology to learn more! 613-267- 
2859. <rogersn@algonquincollege.com> 
www.algonquincollege.com/lanark 
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L WANTED | 


— 
WANTED - Oak ice box style refrigerator by 
Northern Refigerator Co. Contact Frank Brown at 
(412) 441-1285 or fhbrown3@netscape.net. 


vlone 


ARCHITECT - Looking for an architect and a 
structural engineer who will draw plans before 


I buy any land. bbbbbbbb@speakeasy.org. 
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BALL & BALL BOX LOCK - model V4-022, 
complete lockset with keeper, knobs, screws, 
and massive 5" brass key. Measures 6-7/8" X 4- 
3/8". Left hand lock, black porcelain knobs, 
never installed, current cost in catalog, 
$490.00. Asking $198.00. Call 716-652-5445. 


aeter tomo: 
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OLD HOUSE JOURNAL ISSUES - 11/1974 - 
4/2001. $250.00 plus shipping. 
201-653-3904. 


EDWARDIAN CHAIRS - Ladys and 
Gentleman's matching stuffed chairs with 
rolled arms and carved wooden arm facings, 
upholstered in blue and white jacquard fabric. 
Footstool also included. Photo available. 
$685.00 plus shipping. 732-341-4799 or 
colbalt1891(@WebTV.net. 


1950’S CALORIC GAS STOVE - white enamel, 
four burners, two ovens and broilers. Very good 
condition. Also available: 1940’s painted wood 
kitchen cabinets, base and wall sections. 
Queens, NY. Reasonable. 718-479-5022. 


VICTORIAN SCREEN DOORS - 8 sizes 30” 
through 36”, w/new screening. Also many 
misc. interior shutters, luvor & raised panels, 
appx. 100 yrs. old. 856-665-4960. 


FRENCH DOORS - Four pair of doors, 4-ft. 
span per pair, recently removed from 90 yr. old 
Long Island house. Make offer. 516-897-3696. 


STEAM HEAT RADIATORS - Decorative and 
simple low-pressure steam heat radiators avail- 
able for pick-up for $40.00 each. Call 317- 
634-4202. 


rns er sR OSH TEER IG ROT A TTR NIA 


i EVENTS 


PLATTSMOUTH CONSERVANCY’S 15TH 
ANNUAL SPRING TOUR - Spring tour of 
homes, Sunday, June 3, 2001, 1:00 - 5:00pm, 
Plattsmouth, NE. 


FORT WORTH’S 19TH ANNUAL FAIRMONT 
TOUR OF HISTORIC HOMES - May 12 - 13, 
2001, 12:00 - 6:00pm. For more information, 
please call Jane Lomas, Homes Tour Director, 
817-923-9929. 


REAL ESTATE and RESTORATION SERVICES ad rates are $4.50 
per word, 25 word minimum with $150 for a photograph. Deadline 
is the first of the month, two months prior to publication. The 
deadline for inclusion is the first of the month prior to publication. 
(January 1 for the March/April issue.) Submissions must be 
typed and accompanied by a check. Mail to: 


Barbara Jones 
Old-House Journal Swaps & Sales 
Real Estate/Restoration Services Ads 
181-20 140th Avenue 

Springfield Garden, NY 11413 

(718) 712-0757 
(718) 712-1061 fax 


SWAPS & SALES “ITEMS FOR SALE” ads are FREE to current 
subscribers for one-of-a-kind or non-commercial items. Free ads 
are limited to a maximum of 40 words. Free ads are printed on 
a space-available basis. Deadline is the first of the month, two 
months prior to publication. For example, January 1 for the 
March/April issue. All submissions must be typed and accompanied 
by a current mailing label for free ads. Mail to: 


Swaps & Sales 

c/o Ad Traffic Manager 
Old-House Journal 

One Thomas Circle, NW 
Suite 600 

Washington, DC 20005 


REE 


| 


———————Á———— A» 


———— 


Refundable with firsto order 


Catalog $5.00 


Gutter Accessories Bronze | Lion 
Leaderhead 


* All Gutters Available in .027 & .032 
Aluminum 26%, 24?^ & 22*^ Galvanized 

* 30 colors and Custom Color Available 

* 16% & 20% Copper 

* Copper as low as $3% per foot 


qi 5"OGEE 7 
6" OGEE 
Copper Chain rd 
Downspouts Vai Round / Nm 

8' Long Each 


TEL: 714-378-0334 FAX: 714- ed 3580 
www.raingutterstore.com 


Fine American Lighting 
4, Real American Value 
m From Lighting by 
Hammerworks 


Lanterns, Sconces, 
Chandeliers, and 
Hand-Forged Hardware 


/ Send $5 for two full 
color catalogs and 
discover how you can enjoy 
the beauty and quality of our 
Colonial lighting in your 
home to: 


Lighting by Hammerworks 
6 Freemont Street, Dept. OH]. Worcester, MA 01603, 508-755-3434 
118 Main Street, Dept. OHJ. Meredith, NH 603-279-7352 
http://www.hammerworks.com 


WOOD MANTLES 


BRACKETS 


Established 1893 


CAPITALS 


! MEDALLIONS 


PLASTER CORNICES 


WOOD MOULDINGS 
COMPOSITION & WOOD FIBER ORNAMENTS 


773/847-6300 


DECORATORS SUPPLY CORPORATION 


3610 S. MORGAN ST. * CHICAGO, IL 60609 nhttp: www.decoratorssupply.com 
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Solid Bronze 


House Plaques 
Foundry Direct 


< Noe E 


* Custom House Plaques 


* Official National 
Register Plaques 


* Quality that meets all 
historical guidelines 


* Programs & Discounts 
for Historical Societies 


Call for free catalog 
1-800-626-3229 


healysales@aol.com 
AHeoly Brothers Foundry" 
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CHADSWORTH'S 
1.800. COLUMNs* 


www.columns.com 
Voted No. 1 Preferred Brand in U.S. 


WOOD * POLYSTONE™ : FIBERGLASS 


IDEA BOOK includes 
Columns Product Portfolio, 
soft cover $20, hard cover $30. 


Columns Product Portfolio $5. 


Free flier. 
1.800.486.2118 


Historic Wilmington, NC 
Atlanta * London 
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EVEN OLDER HOMES 


CAN HAVE MODERN 
_CONVENIENCES. 


An Elevette* fits easily into restorations or 
renovations. It's convenient yet elegant. 
Safe yet 
sophisticated. 
Reliable yet 
refined. So if 
you're thinking 
of adding an 
elevator, don't 
compromise. 
Get a custom- 
built Elevette 
to complement 
the unique 
style of your 
older home. 
Tax-deductible 
when doctor 
recommended. For more information 


call 1-800-456-1329. 


INCLINATOR 


COMPANY OF AMERICA 


Dept. 21, PO Box 1557 g 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-1557 
E-mail us at isales@inclinator.com 
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Authentic Colonial and Shaker Finish 
The Original - Nothing else even comes close! 


IN POWDER FORM ADD WATER AND MIX 
16 DEEP, RICH COLORS 


environmentally safe - non-toxic - odor free 
easy to use - long wearing - won't fade 
Our web site is a treasure trove. See the colors, 
examples and tech.data at www.milkpaint.com. 
The Old-Fashioned Milk Paint Company,Inc. 
Dep't. J. P.O.Box222 Groton, MA. 01450-0222 
Telephone (978) 448-6336 FAX (978) 448-2754 


Quality Aluminum Mailboxes 
& Decorative Posts 


Visit our website for a 
Wide Selection of Quality Products! 
www.brandonindustries.com 


2^ Mailboxes 1 
Outdoor Lighting |) 
& Sign Poles | 
Call or write for a FREE brochure! 
Brandon Industries Inc.® 
Makinney Tx «deo d250 ^. 972-542-3000 


RECYCLING THE PAST 
* Architectural Salvage > 
for 
Home and Garden 


Fireplace Mantels 
Doors and Windows 
Unique Garden Ornaments 
Iron Gates and Fencing 
Kitchen and Bath 
Building Materials 


Always Buying 


381 N. Main Street, Barnegat, NJ 08005 


609.660.9790 
www.recyclingthepast.com 


Circle no. 405 


exact fit. 


Circle no. 211 


Decorative Metal Ceilings 


Original turn-of-the-century patterns 


Using eighty year old dies, the W. F. Norman Corporation is once 
again producing metal plates for the design of ceilings and wall cover- 
ings. Their growing popularity stems not only from nostalgia but 
from their beauty, permanence, fireproofing and economy. 


The fullness of the Hi-Art™ line — including center plates, corner 
plates, border plates, cornice and filler plates — permits classic 
designs to be produced that are architecturally proportioned for an 


Write for reproduction copy of 72 page illustrated catalog. Price $3. 


W.F. Norman Corporation 


P.O. Box 323 * Nevada, Missouri 64772 * 1-800-641-4038 
Fax: 417-667-2708 


a 


Quartersawn 


Clapboard Siding 
& Building Materials 
Including Wide Pine and 
Hardwood Floooring 


Quartersawing produces 
a vertical grain clapboard: 
N * Twists and warps less 
S 
Ss Wears more evenly 
x * Bonds paint and stain better 


Also featuring... 
Cabots Factory Finish" 


Exterior Pre-Finish for 
all types of wood siding. 
Allows priming or finishing 
prior to installation 
with 15 year warranty: 

* Crack, peel and flake resistant 

* Washable 

* Non- yellowing 

* No chalk washdown 

* Paint film will not erode 


Granville Manufacturing Co. 
* Established 1857 * 
PO Box 15 Granville, Vermont 05747 


Call, write or fax for Free Brochure 


Tel: 802-767-4747 * Fax: 802-767-3107 
E-Mail: woodsiding@madriver.com 
Web Site: www.woodsiding.com 


Circle no. 162 


Block Pest Birds 
from Landing Strips! 


NOTHING 
COMES 
CLOSE! 

` P 


p 


- TRANSPARENT - TOUGH 


- ECONOMICAL : EASY TO INSTALL 
: DENSE + FLEXIBLE 
- ENVIRONMENTALLY SAFE 


800-662-5021 Get rid of birds, 
and the mess and diseases they bring. 
We guarantee we'll solve your bird 


problem. MZ p 
BIRD» Mee 


300 N. ELIZABETH ST. DEPT. OHJ + WWW.BIRD-X.COM 
CHICAGO IL 60607 * 312-BAN-BIRD 312-226-2480 FAX 


THE BIRD CONTROL "X-PERTS" SINCE 1964 
Circle no. 124 


Custom Shutters | : 


Interior and Exterior 

Wholesale to the Public 

2 1/2" Moveable louver, 

raised panel and fixed louver 

shutters. Custom finished or : 
unfinished. Complete selection A 

of hardware. Hiii 
$2.00 brochure ms eri 
Shutter Depot == 
81.2 Bex 157 ———— 
crepe, GA 30222 oe pecans 
706 © 672 © 1214 


| 


www.shutterdepot.com 


Not ALL CHIMNEY LINERS 
ARE CREATED EQUAL. 


Home restoration experts know the difficulties involved in making old chimneys 
into safe and structurally sound chimneys, while maintaining their historic integrity. 
That's why more and more people are calling on GOLDEN FLUE. We're the cast-in- 
place masonry liner experts with America’s most fire retardant chimney lining mixture. 
Poured and hardened right in the chimney, GOLDEN FLUE even increases the 
strength of the original structure. 
Before you settle for a stainless steel liner, tile liner, ; 5 
or GOLDEN FLUE “look-c-like” call the experts who started I OLDEN | 
it all for a free brochure and the nome of an authorized E 
GOLDEN FLUE dealer in your area. “the Cure sacha 


Call For A FREE Brochure Today. 800-446-5354 


WINDOW WELL 
SOLUTIONS 


WINDOW BUBBLE™ 
window well covers keep 
out water, snow, leaves, 
and debris but let in the r 
sunlight! Insulates and pro- Seg 
tects! : E: 
Custom made to fit your exact well size and shape - 
super strong, extra thick, clear Plexiglas*. 
GUARANTEED FOR LIFE 
Call for your FREE Solutions Kit: 
Toll Free 1-888-624-8699, ext J6-1. 
Special Savings now in effect 
Dilworth Manufacturing, Box 158, 
Dept J6-1, Honey Brook PA 19344-0158 


COPPER * BRASS 
BRONZE & PEWTER 
METAL COATINGS 

(WATER BASE FOR ALL SURFACES) 


PATINA 


ANTIQUE FINISHES 
VERDIGRIS, GREEN, BLUE 
BLACK, BROWN, BURGUNDY 


Sample Packs Available 


FREE BROCHURE 
1-800-882-7004 


Screen & Storm Doors 
— , Mahogany 

E M * Custom sizes 

* Tempered glass 
+ 55 styles 


Send $3 for our catalog 


Touchstone 
Woodworks 
PO Box 112 
Dept OHJ 
Ravenna OH 44266 


aX A 
ME (330) 297-1313 


Recommended in Shop Talk, The Boston Globe! 


www.oldhousejournal.com 


Order Online 
www.welshmountainslate.com 


Welsh Mountain Slate, Inc. 
* Beautiful: 
* No Maintenance: 
*Recycled Material: 
* Natural Colors: 
* Natural Textures * 50+ year life: 
*Easy to Install: 
*Less Expensive Than Natural: 
*Shipped Direct to Your Job Site: 


Get Your Free Sample Today 


1-800-865-8784 


Circle no. 459 


HOW TO USE THE NU-WAL’ SYSTEM: 


1. Cut fiberglass 
mat 2" longer 
than height. 


5. Trim mat at 
baseboard and 
window. 


7 


9. Apply mat to 
2nd area, over- 
lapping by 1". 


Restore 
Cracked 
Plaster 

Walls & 
Ceilings 


VAPOR 
BARRIER 


2. Apply saturant to 3. Apply fiberglass 4. Trim excess mat 
area to be mat to wet where wall 
covered. surface. meets ceiling. 


COST 
EFFECTIVE 
ONE DAY 

APPLICATION 


REMOVE 
NO TRIM 


Make 
Walls & 
Ceilings 

Like New! 


FREE 
INSTRUCTION 
VIDEO 
AVAILABLE 


ceo X 


8. Apply 1st coat of 
saturant to 
adjacent area. 


7. Apply second 
coat of saturant 
to wet mat. 


6. Trim mat at 
outlets, 
Switches, etc. 


10.Cut down center 11.Remove mat 
of overlap (both strips on both 
layers). sides of cut. 


12.Apply 2nd coat 
of saturant 
(include seam) 


email: sales? spec-chem.com 


c SPECIFICATION CHEMICALS, INC. 
e 824 Keeler Street, Boone, IA 50036 * 800-247-3932 online: http://www.spec-chem.com 
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4A ABATRON. INC. 


O Advanced Repair Technology 


ar aa 


CRAFTSMAN, 


Moore A 


PAINTS 


Black Cove 


cabinetry 


CertainleedHi 


Quality made certain. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 


Abatron, Inc. ............- ee eee ee eee 228 
See our ad on page 85 

Rotted wood repair epoxies; concrete repair compounds; 
moldmaking and casting compounds; adhesives; strippers; 
crack-injection resins; stone maintenance products. Free 
Literature. 800-445-1754. www.abatron.com. 

Advanced Repair Technology ............ 428 
See our ad on page 113 

Engineered for the movements of wood. ART's epoxy wood 
repair system provides unparalleled ease of use and long- 
term performance. Visit our on-line catalog at 
www.advancerepair.com or call 607-264-9040. Free Literature. 
Allied Windows ....... lene 78 
See our ad on page 88 

Invisible Storm Windows-Match any window shape or 
color. Removable storm windows for the inside or out- 
side. $2.25 color brochure. 800-445-5411. 
www.invisiblestorms.com. 

Antique Hardware Store .............. 80,126 
See our ad on pages 25,129 

Renovation Hardware. Hard-to-find supplies: brass cabinet 
hardware, lighting, pedestal sinks, old-fashioned bathtub 
showers & fixtures. Free catalog. 800-422-9982. 
www.antiquehardware.com. 

Arrow Fastener 

See our ad on page 79 

American Hand Tool Company. A wide range of staple guns 
& staples, nail guns & nails, rivet tools & rivets, glue guns & 
glues & steel rule tape measures for the serious do-it-your- 
selfer. Free literature. www.arrow-fastener.com. 

Arroyo Craftsman Lighting, Inc. ............ 82 
See our ad on page 36 

Arts & Crafts Lighting—Interior, exterior & landscape light- 
ing. Multiple sizes, finishes & art-glass choices. Free color 
catalog. 888-227-7696. 

Benjamin Moore ..........-..000 sees 429 
See our ad on page 17 

For the best paint and the best results, look no further than 
your local Benjamin Moore dealer. Call 800-6PAINT6 for 
your nearest dealer, or visit us on the web at 
www.benjaminmoore.com. 

Besco Plumbing .......... lee 259 
See our ad on page 84 

Solutions for bath and kitchen. Free catalog. 
800-697-3871. 

BlackCove Cabinetry™ ................ 480 
See our ad on page 11 

Free literature. 800-262-8979. 

Carlisle Restoration Lumber ............. 127 
See our ad on page 30 

Traditional Wide Plank Flooring. In the tradition of our her- 
itage we have been America’s source for custom crafted 
flooring for over 30 years. Free Literature. 
800-595-9663. www.wideplankflooring.com. 

Century Furniture Industries 

See our ad on page 39 

A complete design resource. Send for a 36 page booklet 
featuring bedroom, living room, and dining room 
selections from more than 20 of our collections. We 
make it easy to find what you want to realize your 
dreams. $5.00. Call 800-852-5552 or visit our web-site 
at www.centuryfurniture.com. 

CertainTeed Corporation ................ 138 
See our ad on page 96 

A full line of quality roofing, siding, insulation, windows, 
fencing and ventilation products that maximize style, com- 
fort and durability. Call 1-800-782-8777. Free Literature. 
www.certainteed.com. 


Classic Resibals Ince. 


CROWN 
CITY 
HARDWARE 


DECORATORS SUPPLY CORPORATION 


® BEBE 


PEEL AWAY 


HARDWARE PLUS 
NATIONAL 
FLOOD 
INSURANCE 
PROGRAM 


FISCHER & JIROUCH CO. 


FOLLANSBEE 


Classic Revivals Inc. .............5005- 528 
See our ad on page 9 

Classic Revivals, Inc. is a wholesale only supplier to the trade 
of historically exact reproduction of fabric, wallpapers, 
trimmings and carpeting. 617-574-9030. 
www.classicrevivals.com. 

Crown City Hardware ................0-% 88 
See our ad on the inside back cover 

Hard-to-Find Hardware. From the 16th century through 
the 1930's; using brass, iron, pewter & crystal. Catalog 
includes informative text and high-quality restoration 
hardware. $6.50.626-794-1188. 

Decorator's Supply Corporation ........... 110 
See our ad on page 119 

Manufactures 16,000 different ornaments in plaster, wood, 
composition. Established in 1893. Free literature available. 
773-847-6300.www.decoratorssupply.com. 

Designer Doors .. 1.2... eee eee ees 144 
See our ad on page 112 

Designer Doors works with homeowners, architects and 
design-builders to create beautiful wood garage doors that 
complement vintage and designer homes. Call 
800-241-0525 or visit www.designerdoors.com. 


Dumond Chemical ...............22064 488 


, See our ad on page 97 


Peel Away is an environmentally safe paint remover capable 
of removing thirty-two coats of paint with a single applica- 
tion. Free literature. 212-869-6350. www.peelaway.com. 
Elliotts Hardware Plus ....... llle 90 
See our ad on page 110 

Hardware Plus. A restoration & renovation home & furni- 
ture hardware free catalog. — 888-OLD-TYME. 
www.oldtyme.com. 

Federal Management Agency ........... 502 
See our ad on page 40 

1-888-724-6936. www.floodalert.gov. 

Fein Power Tools ..... leen 151 
See our ad on page 66 

Makers of the world's first power tool...1895. Free 
literature. 800-441-9878. 

Fiberlock Technologies Inc..............+. 543 
See our ad on page 87 

Fiberlock is the leading manufacturer of products to address 
hazards such as lead paint, asbestos, and toxic molds. 
800-342-3755. www.fiberlock.com. 

Fischer & Jirouch ...... llle 91 
See our ad on page 109 

Plaster Ornament. Restoration and reproduction with fiber- 
reinforced plaster. Complete catalog of 1500 items, $10. 
216-361-3840. 

Follansbee Steel ........ llle 93 
See our ad on page 115 

Metal Roofing Materials. RAPIDDRI acrylic, water-based 


metal ^ paint. Free catalog. 800-624-6906. 
www.folrfg.lbcorp.com. 
FOITüDy S i secrete hmm wean tia 269 


See our ad on page 74 (gatefold) 

Formby’s’ Simple Refinishing Ideas. Makers of a com- 
plete line of refinishing and wood care products, 
Formby’s’ offers an attractive 16-page booklet which 
includes great project ideas and tips on how to find and 
refinish furniture. 

The Original Pawleys Island Rope Hammock  . .532 
See our ad on page 100 

Handcrafted in a 100 year old tradition, the Original 
Pawleys Island Rope Hammock provides comfort of his- 
torical proportions. 800-643-3522. www.pawleys.com. 
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Hartco 


The Leading 
Manufacturer of 
Spiral Stair Kits" 


THE IRON SHOP" 


THE JOINERY CO: 


tUMINADIA™ 


Hv 


-— 


MARVIN 


dows snd Doors 


Made for you. 


MICA 
LAMPS 


. MINWAX 


ats MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC 
Advanced Products Division 


MOHAWK 


Old World 


t Jf oneworhs 


Porter 
Cable 
Tools 


GIGNOUSGJÖ 


Hartco Flooring 
See our ad on page 23 

Learn why Hartco Flooring Co. is a leading manufac- 
turer of quality hardwood flooring. Harcto offers a 
variety of choices to fit any home's décor. Call 
800-442-7826 for a free Hartco products brochure or 
visit www. hartcoflooring.com. 

The Iron Shop 
See our ad on page 98 

Spiral Stair Kits. Since 1931, The Iron Shop’ has enjoyed a 
reputation for quality and value in spiral stairs. The Iron 
Shop offers the very best in selection, quality and prices. 
Spirals available in Metal, Oak, Victorian Cast Aluminum 
Kits and All Welded Custom Units. FREE catalog. Call 
1-800-523-7427, ext. OHJ-El. www.ThelronShop.com 
The Joinery Company 

See our ad on page 103 

Flooring from Antique Heart Pine and other beautiful 
woods. 64 page Portfolio with 20 page Buyer's Guide - 
$10. Call 1-800-726-7463. www;joinery.com. 
Luminaria Lighting 
See our ad on page 103 
Providing superior quality vintage lighting since 1984. 
Emphasis and expertise in: antique light fixtures, production 
of original designs and custom fabrications. 
800-638-5619. www.uminarialighting.com. 
Masterchem Industries, Inc. 
See our ad on page 108 

Kilz Ultra is a premium sealer-primer-stainblocker. Ideal 
for use wherever higher odor levels are prohibitive. 
Free Literature. 800-325-3552. www.kilz.com. 
Marvin Windows. 
See our ad on page 18 
Marvin offers a 30-page catalog featuring their wood and 
cad wood windows and doors. Beautiful color pho- 
tographs and information on Marvin s standard and cus- 
tom products. Free. 888-537-8253. wwwamarvin.com. 
Mica Lamps. 
See our ad on page 44 

Authentic lighting styles and Authentic materials from the 
American Arts & Crafts era, circa 1910. Made in USA of 
Authentic Mica Mineral and Copper and rivet 


construction. Free Literature. 818-241-7227. 
www.micalamps.com. 
MITIWaX «cr acp PpeU: Nee omacbEs.s 399 


See our ad on pages 68,73 (gatefold) 

Minwax' Wood Beautiful, this inpirational magazine con- 
tains 36 pages filled with exciting home improvement 
projects, decorating ideas and expert wood finishing tips 
and techniques. FREE. Also, visit our web site at 
www.minwax.com for all your wood finishing needs. 
Mitsubishi 
See our ad on page 7 

Ductless Technology. Supplier of the Mr. Slim line of duct- 
less air conditioners & heat pumps. Free catalog. 
770-613-5825. www.mitsubishi.com/hvac. 

Mohawk Industries 
See our ad on page 15 
For a dealer in your area or to receive free product literature, 
call 1-800-2Mohawk or visit. www.Mohawkcarpet.com. 


Old World Stoneworks ................ 486 
See our ad on page 29 

Free — 28-page color catalog. 800-600-8336. 
www.oldworldstoneworks.com. 

Porter Gable Tools: 2. ise ceceweeees tae 92 


See our ad on page 102 
Call for a free video or brochure. 800-487-8665. 


WOOD WINDOWS" 


Rainhandler 


THE RENOWTORS SUPPLY 
WC 7 sen Fais Mesas DL 


A. F. Schwerd 
Manufacturing 
Company 


SHERWIN-WILLIAMS PAINTS 
SPECIFICATION 
j CHEMICALS, INC. 


STEPTOE &WIFE 


SUPERIOR CLAY CORPORATION 


The|Unico/System 


ay ixen Hill 


WIRSBO 


Pozzi (a division of Jeld-Wen) 
See our ad on the inside front cover 
Wood Windows. Hand-crafted in Bend, Oregon, Pozzi 
Wood Windows ensure unsurpassed quality and cus- 
tom beauty in every window and patio door. For prod- 
uct literature or a dealer near you, call 800-257-9663 
ext. RSOHJ or visit www.pozzi.com. 

Rainhandler 

See our ad on page 83 

Rainhandler-modern alternative to gutters. Converts roof 
runoff to rain sized drops. Spreads them 2 to 3 feet away 
from home. No cleaning, no maintenance, no ground 


erosion. Free Literature. 1-800-942-3014. 
Www. rainhandler.com. 
Rejuvenation Lamp & Fixture ............ 105 


See our ad on the back cover 

Authentic Lighting Reproductions. Over 280 chande- 
liers, wall brackets, porch lights & lamps, Victorian, 
Arts & Crafts & Neoclassic styles. Free catalog. 
888-343-8548. www.rejuvenation.com. 

Renovator's Supply 
See our ad on page 31 
Bathroom Fixtures & Accessories. Door, window, cabinet 
hardware. Lighting fixtures. Free catalog. 800-659-0203. 
Schwerd Manufacturing 
See our ad on page 126 
Traditional Wood Columns—From 4" to 50" diameter, 
up to 35' long. Matching pilasters & 6 styles of capitals. 
Ventilated aluminum plinth & column bases. Custom 
work done. Free catalog. 412-766-6322. 


Sherwin Williams ................... 401 
See our ad on page 5 

1-800-4-SHERWIN (1-800-474-3794). 
www;sherwin-williams.com. 

Specification Chemicals ................ 108 


See our ad on page 121 

Wall Restoration- Repair cracked plaster walls and ceilings. 
Install easier than wallpaper; no need to remove wood- 
work. Stops air infiltration and creates a vapor barrier. Free 
Literature. 800-247-3932. www.spec-chem.com. 
Steptoe & Wife Antiques Ltd. 

See our ad on page 78 

Decorative cast iron spiral and straight staircase kits; 
architectural and ornamental metalwork including rail- 
ings, gates, grilles; Curtains Up " drapery hardware. $3 lit- 
erature. — 800-461-0060. —_ info@steptoewife.com. 
Superior Clay Corporation 
See our ad on page 100 
Manufacturers of clay chimney tops and Rumford 
Fireplace components. Free literature. 1-800-848-6166. 
Visit our web site at www.rumford.com. 
UnicoSystems, Inc. 
See our ad on page 24 
The mini-duct heating and cooling system specifically 
designed to preserve the architectural integrity of older 
and historically significant homes. Free literature. 
800-527-0896. ww.unicosystem.com. 

Vixen Hill 
See our ad on page 103 

Superbly hand crafted Cedar Gazebos and Shutters by 
Vixen Hill have set the standard. Free literature. 
1-800-423-2766. wwwvixenhill.com. 

Wirsbo 

See our ad on page 43 

Comfort for your new or remodeled home- Wirsbo sys- 
tems turn beautiful floors into warm and cozy radiators. 
Clean, quiet heating that saves you money on your fuel 
bills. Free literature. 800-321-4739. www.wirsbo.com. 
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Acorn Manufacturing pg. 126 ....112 
Forged Iron. Free literature. 800-835-0121. 
Adams Architectural Wood Products pg. 127 . .176 
Traditional wood storms, screens and sash 
individually handcrafted to your specifications. 
Free Literature. 888-285-8120. 
www.adamsarch.com. 

Al Bar-Wilmette Platers pg. 104 . .114 
Specialists in restoration of door and window 
hardware, lighting fixtures, cabinet hardware, 
plumbing fixtures and other metal items. 
Large collection of antique hardware available. 
Free Literature. 847-251-0187. 

American Home Supply pg. 107 . .116 
Reproduction Lighting & Hardware. $4 
catalog. 408-246-1962. 

American International Tool Ind. Inc. pg. 116 .117 
Manufacture and sell Paint Shaver and Sander 
Vac paint removal products for regular & 
lead paint. Free literature. 800-932-5872. 
www.aittool.com. 
Architectural Grille pg. 116 
Bar grilles & perforated grilles custom made 
in any material or finish for heating and 
ventilating. Free Literature. 
718-832-1200. www.archgrille.com. 
Architectural Iron pg. 88 

Capital Crestign complete line of lightweight, 
easy to install, economical to ship, unbreakable 
steel roof crestings and accessores, including 
Balconette" window box holders. 
800-442-4766. www.capitalcrestings.com. 
Architectural Timber & Millwork pg. 128 .119 
Architectural Millwork. Free literature. 
800-430-5473. 

ARSCO Manufacturing pg. 104 ...120 
Radiator covers and enclosures for steam 
and hot water heating systems. Free Literature. 
800-543-7040. www.arscomfg.com. 
Bio-Wash Wood Restoration pg. 106 .449 
Restore and protect the natural beauty of 
yourwood. BIO-WASH,—manufacturing 
products our children can live with. 
Bird-B-Gone, Inc. pg. 108 
Manufacturer of a complete line of effective, 
affordable bird control products. Free samples 
and literature available upon request. 
800-392-6915. www.birdbgone.com. 
Bird-X pg. 120 
End Bird Pollution. Free literature. 
312-ban-bird. www.bird-x.com. 
Bradbury & Bradbury pg. 78..... 125 
Art wallpapers. $12.00 catalog. 
707-746-1900. www.bradbury.com. 


e e R : A OO 


Broad Axe Beam Company pg. 127 320 
Pine flooring. 802-257-0064. 
www.broad-axebeam.com. 

Chadsworth’s 1.800.Columns pg. 119 128 
Wood, PolyStone” and fiberglass columns. 
Free Flier. Idea book $15 includes product 
portfolio. 800-486-2118. www.columns.com. 
Chelsea Decorative Metal pg. 102 . .131 
Tin Ceilings. $1 brochure. 713-721-9200. 
www.thetinman.com. 


Chestnut Woodworking pg. 111 .263 
860-672-4300. 
www.chestnutwoodworking.com. 
Classic Accents pg. 126 ....... 134 


Makers of push-button light switches, wall 
plates, fancy tassels, cord, moulding, Hook 
& Edison light bulbs, etc. $2 catalog. 
www.classicaccents.net. 

Classic Gutter Systems pg. 128 . .135 
Gutter Projects. Free literature. 
616-382-2700. www.classicgutters.com. 
Coppa Woodworking pg. 115 ....137 
Wood screen doors. Free Catalog. 
310-548-4142. 

Controlled Energy pg. 106 
European Style Tankless Water Heater. Free 
literature. 800-642-3199. www.cechot.com. 
Country Road Associates, LTD pg. 102 .139 
Country Road sells 19th Century reclaimed 
wood for flooring in pine, chestnut, oak, heartpine 
and hemlock. Barnsiding and hand-hewn beams. 
Free color literature. 845-677-6041. 
www.countryroadassociates.com. 

Crown Point Cabinetry pgs. 105, 107, 109 
Shaker & Early American cabinetry. Free 
color literature. 800-999-4994. 
www.crown-point.com. 

Cumberland Woodcraft pg. 105 . .141 
Victorian Millwork. $5 color catalog. 
717-243-0063. 
www.cumberlandwoodcraft.com. 

Custom Wood Turnings pg. 127 . .142 
Manufacturer of custom balusters, newel 
posts, handrail, porch posts, finials, legs 
and bedposts. Visa and Mastercard accepted. 
$5.50 catalog. 860-767-3236. 

Dahlhaus Lighting, Inc. pg. 99 ...539 
Vintage European lighting for residential, 
commercial and civic sites; plus a unique 
collection of bollards, ornaments and 
mailboxes. Free Literature. 
www.dahlhaus-lighting.com. 


Dalton Pavilions pg. 102 
We offer the finest pre-engineered pavilions 
and gazebos, shipped throughout the United 
States and Internationally. Call or write for 
free color catalog. 215-721-1492. 
Deckorators pg. 116 
Enjoy the clasic look and charm of wrought 
iron without the high cost of maintenance. 
Same price as wood 2 x 2's. Free Literature. 
314-770-0888. www.deckorators.com. 
Designs In Tile pg. 111 
Custom Historic Tiles - English, American 
Victorian, Arts & Crafts, tiles and murals. 
Many styles and techniques. 3 x 6 "Subway" 
tile/trim. Historic mosaic flooring. 
www.designsintile.com. 

Donald Durham pg. 110....... 147 
Rock-Hard Putty. Free literature. 
515-243-0491. www.waterputty.com. 
Elmira Stove Works 

Builders of antique styled appliances and 
retro 1950's refridgerators. 800-295-8498. 
www.elmirastove.com. 
Erie Landmark pg. 112 
Custom-Made Plaques. Free brochure. 
800-874-7848. www.erielandmark.com. 
Faux Effects Inc. pg. 99 ........ 330 
Manufacturer of worlds most extensive line 
of waterbase faux and decorative finishing 
products for the professional and D.I.Y. 
Workshops offered in 60 locations. 
800-270-8871. www.aquafinishing.com. 
www.fauxstore.com. 

Four Seasons pg. 24 .......... 154 
America's Largest Selection of Sunrooms. 
Free Literature. 800-368-7732. 

Golden Flue pg. 121 

Chimney Liners. Free information. 
800-446-5354. 

Good Time Stove pg. 105 ....... 160 
Antique Stoves. 888-282-7506. 
www.goodtimestove.com. 

Granville Manufacturing pg. 120 . .162 
Quartersawn Clapboards. Free brochure. 
802-767-4747. www.woodsiding.com. 
Grate Vents pg. 126 .......... 163 
Manufacturer of wooden floor and wall 
mounted grates. Egg crate or Louver styles. 
From 2"x10" to 20"x32". Special orders 
welcome. $2.00 brochure. 815-459-4306. 
Healy Brothers Foundry pg. 119 .164 
National Register Plaques. Free brochure. 
800-626-3229. 


O 


HJ RESOURCE NETWORK 


To request information from our advertisers: FAX: 1-856-488-6188 


MAIL: Fill out the postage-paid card and drop in the mail. (If requesting literature with charge, put card and check in envelope and mail.) 


HomeSaver Chimney Liners pg. 128 
Call for free brochure on restoring great 
old chimneys and get the name of an 
installer in your area. 800-437-6685. 
www.homesaver.com. 

Inclinator Company of America pg. 119 .234 
Elevators. Free brochure. 
717-234-8065. 

Isokern pg. 112 ............. 547 
Modular refractory masonry fireplace and 
chimney components. Precast and interlocking 
parts designed for quick field assembly 
as an integrated fireplace and chimney 
system. 800-642-2920. 

King’s Chandelier Company pg. 110 172 
Victorian reproductions of hand polished 
brass and traditional crystal chandeliers 
and sconces. $5.00 color catalog. 
336-623-6188. www.chandelier.com. 
Larsen Products Corp. pg. 101 . .537 
Originators of leading chemical bonding 
agents. Weld-Crete* bonds concrete to 
concrete. Plaster-Weld* bonds a plaster 
finish to any drywall surface. 
800-633-6668. www.larsenproducts.com. 


Liberty Cedar pg. 115 ....... 457 
Call 800-88-CEDAR. 
Met-Tile pg. 112............ 94 


Free literature. 909-947-0311. 
www.met-tile.com 

New England Exotic Bird Santuary, Inc. 
(NEEBS) pg. 104........... 544 
NEEBS sells vapor cleaning machines for 
chemical-free time-saving cleaning and 
wallpaper removal. 978-544-8347. 
www.neebs.org. 


Nixalite of America pg. 127 ..178 
Pigeon Control. Free brochure. 
800-624-1189. www.nixalite.com. 

Old California Lantern pg. 30 ...404 


Californian history and architecture inspire 
our lantern designs. Pasadena series of Arts 
& Crafts Lanterns, Shutters Mill series of 
mid-1800's oil lanterns. $5 catalog. 
800-577-6679. www.oldcalifornia.com. 
Ole Fashion Things pg. 109 ....433 
Supplier of clawfoot tub shower enclosures, 
handheld showers, tub fillers, drains, supply 
sets and accessories. Brass, chrome and 
nickel finishes. Free Literature. 
337-234-4800. 


oldnouseioummat.co 


Preservation Products pg. 106 ..185 
Preservation & Restoration. Free catalog. 
800-553-0523. wwwopreservationproduas.com. 
Radiantec pg. 101 

Clean, comfortable and efficient underfloor 
radiant heat for less than the cost of baseboard 
hot water from Radiantec. Free Literature. 
800-451-7593. www.radiantec.com. 
Recycling the Past pg. 120..... 405 
Architectural Salvage for Home and Garden. 
609.660.9790. www.recyclingthepast.com. 
Reggio Register pg. 127....... 189 
Manufacturer of a complete line of elegant 
cast-brass, cast-iron, cast-aluminum and 
wooden decorative grilles and registers. 


Free Literature. 978-772-3493. 
Wwww.reggioregister.com. 
Roy Electric pg. 114 ......... 192 


Manufacturers of Victorian, turn-of-the- 
century, and Arts & Crafts lighting. Gas, gas 
and electric and electric fixtures; interior 
and exterior, sconces, pendants, wall brackets. 
Selection of antique lighting also available 
as well as complete restoration services. 
Free color catalog. 800-366-3347. 
www.westfieldnj.com/roy. 


Salter Industries pg. 105 ...... 193 
Stairs. Free literature. 800-368-8280. 
Sanitary For All pg. 126 ....... 500 


Macerating systems allow installation of 
extra bathroom facilities almost anywhere 
in a building. It’s no longer dictated by the 
need for gravity flow. Free literature. 
519-824-1134. www.saniflo.com. 
Sheldon Slate Products Co., Inc. pg. 104 508 
207-997-3615. 

Snelling’s Thermo-Vac, Inc. pg. 105 448 
Decorative Ceiling Tiles. Free literature. 
318-929-7398. 

Southern Wood Floors pg. 113 .541 
888-488-PINE. 
www.southernwoodfloors.com. 
Stairworld pg. 129 
Staircases & Stair Parts. Free catalog. 
800-387-7711. www:stairworld.com. 
Steven Handelman Studios pg. 127 . .546 
Hand forged iron lighting inspired by 
European and traditional early 20th century 
American Architecture. Over 350 distinctive 
original designs. 805-962-5119. 
www.stevenhandelmanstudios.com. 


Sylvan Brandt pg. 107 ....... 113 
Antique Flooring, pine & oak random 
width flooring. Free Literature. 
717-626-4520. www.sylvanbrandt.com. 
Texas Iron Gate & Fence pg. 114 .281 
Iron fences, gates, beds and garden borders. 
$4. brochure. 940-627-2718. 
www.texasironfence.com. 

Timberlane Woodcrafters pg. 24 .205 
Shutters. Free color catalog. 800-250-2221. 
www.timberlane-wood.com. 

Trojan Manufacturing Inc. pg. 108 540 
A Leader in PowerTool Accessories, Trojan 
Manufacturers Portable Stands for Miter 
Saws, Table Saws andTile Saws, Pro-Quality 
Sawhorses and other Tools for Contractors. 
1-800-745-2120. www.trojantools.com. 
Van Dykes pg. 113 
Period reproduction hardware, furniture 
and components, wood carvings, veneer, 
nostalgic accessories and more. Over 8000 
items! 328 page color catalog. 
800-558-1234. Free literature. 

www. vandykes.com. 

Vintage Woodworks pg. 100 ....209 
Architectural Details. Vast array of brackets, 
corbels, gable decorations, mouldings, 
porch parts, screen doors, & much more! 
Vintage Woodworks. Master Catalog, $3. 
903-356-2158. 

W.F. Norman Corp. pgs. 120, 128 .211, 402 
Tin Ceilings. $3 catalog. Architectural Sheet 
Metal Ornaments. $2.50 catalog. 
800-641-4038. 

Ward Clapboard Mill pg. 99 ....212 
Quartersawn Clapboards. Free brochure. 
802-496-3581. 

Welsh Mountain Slate pg. 121 . . .459 
Slate-look roof shingle made from recycled 
tire rubber and polymers. Free literature. 
800-865-8784. 
www.welshmountainslate.com. 

X-I-M pg. 114 ............ 218 
When Ordinary Primers are Not Enough. 
Free Literature. 800-603-9956. 

Xypex Chemical Corp. pg. 111 .422 
Non-toxic concrete waterproofing 
penetrates and plugs the pores. Can be 
applied while concrete is wet or damp. 
Free literature. 800-961-4477. 
www.Hi-Dry.com. 


WOODEN Push Button 
FLOOR GRATES Light Switches 


uet ae DIMMER & SINGLE & 3-WAY 


aioe ; M ' DECORATIVE 
= 2. « & PLAIN 


fA < Aa SOLID BRASS 
From 2"x10" to 20"x32" M [ et ee 

* 3 FLOOR MODELS t 
* BASEBOARD * WALLMOUNTED f 
* UNFINISHED OR PREFINISHED SS s * MOULDING 


HOOKS 
e EGGCRATE OR LOUVERED 
Send $2.00 for catalog : ‘ERAN BULBS 
and receive a $5. coupon to: . * TASSEL KITS 
GRATE VENTS| | be "^ 
P.O. Box 471 For Catalog Send $2.00 to: 
Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0471 Classic Accents 
(815) 459-4306 13631 Brest St. Box 1181 Dept OH 
Exclusive by ACORN Fax (815) 459-4267 Brownstown, Twp, MI 48174 
xclusive -mai 
OLB yai e-mail doug@gratevents.com (734) 941-8011 


“O, BOX 
Mansfield, MA 02048 www.gratevents.com 


800-835-0121 EHEHEHNHENHEHBENH e-mail: classic accentsl @ameritech.net 


www.classicaccents.net 
Circle no. 163 
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INSTALL A TOILET 
OR BATHROOM 
ANYWHERE YOU LIKE 


SCHWERD'S 


Quality Wood Columns 
since 1860 


A.F. Schwerd Manufacturing Co. has been producing wood columns 
and pilasters for over 135 years. The wood is thoroughly seasoned 
pine for exterior use; additional lumber species available for interior. 
Production begins with a minimum 2" shaft wall thickness using solid 
piece lumber (no finger joints) resulting in a quality, durable column. 
Columns are available in diameters from 4” to 50" and in the length 
required for your specific installation up to 35’. To assist in your 
restoration projects, we can manufacture columns to match your 
existing design. Capitals, shafts, bases and plinths can be purchased 
separately. 


GYNXI PLUS" adds luxury and value to 
your home. Enjoy that ensuite bathroom or 
understairs toilet you've always wanted. You 
can add these extra facilities almost 
anywhere from attic to basement. 


No. 150 Roman Corinthian 


No. 140 Scamozzi No. 142 Greek lonic 


Our ornamental capitals are made of a hard, durable composition 
suitable to withstand the elements. z x 
Additional styles are available. 


ATPLUS” uses small diameter pipe- 
saves structural work, avoids 
traditional plumbing problems, slashes 
installation costs. Over 750,000 in daily use, 
all over the world. 


#130 ATTIC BASE 
Our complete aluminum bases are manufactured of thick metal and 
are recommended for exterior columns for a seamless base that will 
last a lifetime. The aluminum plinths are ventilated for air circulation 
through the column shaft. Complete aluminum bases are available in 
three architecturally-correct styles for even diameter columns from 8" 
to 30". 


SANI PLUS? sanitary macerator shreds 
human waste and paper. The waste is then 
pumped away through a small diameter 
(3/4") discharge pipe into an existing sewer 
system. SANIPLUS provides the means to 
install extra sanitary facilities. 


SANITARY FOR ALL 


Call or write for our free catalog. 


A.E SCHWERD MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


3215 McClure Avenue, Dept. OHJ * Pittsburgh, PA 15212 Toll Free: 800 - 36 FLUSH (800-363-5874) 
Telephone: (412) 766-6322 * Fax: (412) 766-2262 Web Site: www.saniflo.com 
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www.oldhousejournal.com 


Request our free catalog 
or visit our website 
e view over 350 
original designs 
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All fixtures ULL. certified 


x 


+ | |- Bi | 716N.Milpas (805) 962-5119 + (805) 966-9529 Fax 
ARCHITECTURAL á i I |. H | Í Santa Barbara, CA. 93103 stevenhandelmanstudios.com 
WOOD PRODUCTS 
Traditional Storms, Screens Circle no. 546 


and Sash; Mortise and 
Tenon—no finger jointing. à n 
ees nrich Your Home With 
Quality Grilles & Registers 
Cast iron * Cast Brass * Cast Aluminum * 


Over 200 Sizes & Stvles in Stock * 44 Page Color Catalog $1 


Call (978) 772-3493 


The Reggio Register Co. 


Dept. D103, P.O. Box 511 
Ayer, MA 01432 


Individually handcrafted to 
your specifications. 
Quick turnaround. Cost? 
Less than you think. 


Call 1-888-285-8120 to 
speak with one of our specialists. 


9 


300 Trails Road, Eldridge, IA 52748 


www.adamsarch.com * fax 319-285-8003 
Formerly Midwest Architectural Wood Products LTD. 
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CUSTOM 
WOOD TURNINGS LLC 


* Hand rail & fittings 
* Balusters 
* Newel posts 

Visa and 
* Porch posts Mastercard 
e Columns accepted 
* Fluting 
* Spiral rope twist 


Protect your home from pest 


birds and animals with Nixalite 
Stainless Steel Needle Strips. 


With Nixalite, you get the most 
effective and humane bird 
control available. Call today! 


Finials 
Furniture parts 
No minimum order 


Ship nationwide 
Send $5.50 for catalog 


Ph: 800-624-1189 

Fax: 800-624-1196 
E-mail: birdcontrol@nixalite.com 
Web: http://www.nixalite.com 


Nixalite of America Inc 
1025 16th Avenue OHJ 
) ) “East Moline. IL. 61244 


Ph:309-755-8771 Fax:309-755-0077 
E-mail: birdcontrol @ nixalite.com 


Circle no. 178 


BROAD-AXE BEAM Co. 


1320 Lee Rd., Guilford, VT 05301 


156 Main St., P.O. Box 338, Dept JHO 
lvoryton, CT 06442 
(860) 767-3236 Fax (860) 767-3238 


802-257-0064 
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Everything You 
Expect From 
OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL... 
And More z 


£ 
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Architectural Sheet Metal Ornaments 


E Now available from the W.F. Norman Corporation, makers of Hi-Art* Steel Ceilings - a 

: complete, 94-year-old line of architectural sheet metal omamentation including: 

5; * moldings * balusters * finials * marquee * crestings * lion heads 

i *brackets . * scrolls enrichments * garlands * conductor heads 
; * corbels . i * leaves * glass pendant — * panel and fittings 


; *rosettes * fes * friezes frames ornaments 
= Over 1300 catalog items available in zinc or copper. Custom reproduction inquiries invited. 
W.F. Norman also produces building comices, lintels, capitals, window hoods, finials 


.. and weathervanes. W.F. NORMAN CORP. 
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Oup-House Journat Online 


, 
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/ Dedicated to restoring 


America's treasured old 


Heart Pine New Plank Flooring 
Eastern White Pine Ash, Maple, Oak, Cherry, houses, OLD-House JOURNAL 
Red Pine Eastern White Pine 
Chestnut Antique & Reproduction Online is your best source for 
Oak Beams & Timber Frames 


Hand-hewn, Rough-sawn & Planed Surfaces restoration and renovation 


Mortise & Tenon, Dovetail Joinery 


products, how-to informa- 


rchitectural 49 Mt. Warner Road 
&Millwork P.O. Box 719, Hadley, MA 01035 tion, house plans, industry 
I o FAX 413.586.3046 
A 800.430.5473 | news, and community chat. 
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CHIMNEY LINERS 


FOR RESTORING GREAT OLD CHIMNEYS 

IN GREAT OLD HOMES 

New life for gas, oil, and woodburning chimneys. Our UL 

Listed, flexible, stainless steel liners are unsurpassed in 

strength and protection. Call or write for a free brochure 

SN and the name of an installer in your area. (800) 437-6685. 
N HomeSaver Chimney Liners + P.O. Box 664, Fairfield, IA 52556 

NN www.homesaver.com 
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CLASSIC GUTTER SYSTEMS 


For all your half-round needs 
* Up to 26' shipped 
nationally 
* Buy direct 
* Heavy duty copper 
& aluminum 


5 styles of 


cast facia af p 111 Railroad St., Dept. OHJ 
brackets Navasota, TX 77868 
936-825-7233 


wu 
WW 


Hanley-Wood, LLC 


Ph. (616) 382-2700 * Fax. (616) 343-3141 Moldings ° Screen Doors © Porch Parts 
P.O. Box 2319 * Kalamazoo, MI 49003 Custom Woodwork © Ornamental Trim 
www.classicgutters.com Send $2.00 for a Catalog 
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Now, haul up to 800 Ibs. with never- 
before-ease with the Revolutionary 


DR” POWER 
WAGON"! 


* BIG POWER-DRIVEN 
WHEELS and 4 speed transaxle 
lets you move slow or fast Aà 


over rough or smooth terrain. p^ 


POWER REVERSE ~*~ 

gets you out of tight spots! © - == 
DUMP BED makes 
for easy unloading of 
gravel, soil, firewood 
and rocks. 


»v 7401 
UR DIRECT SOURCE 2 
we 1-800-387- TWO 


ORNAMENTAL RAIL 


Patented 


T Made to order for 
suburban/rural 
property owners. 
Pays for itself over 
2 and over in time 

4 and labor saved! 


So, WHY STRAIN 


to carry HEAVY LOADS by hand...or 
STRUGGLE to move overloaded gar- 
den carts in soft soil, Up hill or down? 


T WAYS! | 
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Looks like 1900. Cooks like 2001. 


The Heartland Stove. 
Authentic Victorian 

style meets state-of- 
the-art cooking 


technology. Now at 
Antique Hardware 


CALL TOLL FREE 
1(B00)693-9911 


write, call, or visit us Please mail this coupon today for FREE: 

ilie Web IDETAILS about the Revolutionary DR*1 
ON HIE WED: IPOWERWAGON" including prices and spec-i 
lifications of Manual- and Electric-Starting 
1 Models, and Factory-Direct Savings now in 


& Home. For a copy 
of our free catalog, 


JAstiev E HARDWARE 


AND OME 
H leffect. There is no obligation. 


WWW.ANTIQUEHARDWARE.COM 


. " I 
Mail to: I'd like to learn more about the entire Name —— 
Antique Hardware & Home Store Antique Hardware & Home product line. : 
19 Buckingham Plantation Drive " Address 3 
Bluffton, SC 29910 ame = 8 


Or Call: 1-800-422-9982 
ask for catalog | #6530 
Wholesale inquiries invited 


Call: 843-837-9796 


City 


State 


l 
I 
[i 
I 
l 
I 
Address 1 City State — 1 ZIP 
| 
| 
I 
l 
l 
I 


© COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS? | 
DR Dept. 39513X, Meigs Road, P.O. Box 1 
25 Vergennes, Vermont 05491 ! 
Pasean www.drpowerwagon.com 
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RE “4 UDDLING 
Opinion 


When is a porch not a porch? Perhaps 
when it can’t fulfill its purpose as an 
open-air "room" On late 19th-century 
Queen Annes, such as the building 
above porches are an important archi- 
tectural zone between outdoors and 
indoors. Here though, the camera sees 
only a windowless wall of clapboards, 
a far cry from the similar house (inset) 
with its airy wraparound version. What 
then do you call such a creation? Maybe 
an impenetrable piazza, or a veranda 
non grata. 


WIN FAME AND $100. 


you spot a classic example of remuddling, send us clear color Prints. We'll award you $100 


if your photos are selected. The message is more dramatic if you se 


mse nd along a picture 
B : of a similar unremuddled building. 


(Original photography only, please; no clippings.) 
Remuddling Editor, Old-House Journal, One Thomas Circle N.W. Suite 600 


Washington, D.C. 20005 
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